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LAND RECOGNITION STATEMENT:

We acknowledge that the University of 

Wisconsin-Eau Claire occupies the sacred and 

ancestral lands of Indigenous Peoples on our Eau 

Claire, Rice Lake and Marshfield campuses. We 

honor the land of the Menominee, Ho-Chunk, 

Potawatomi, Ojibwe and Dakota Nations.



Carbon Context



• Student education for climate 

change/Academics

• Student internships

• Waste

• Campus Energy Use

• Renewable Energy

• Capital Projects

• Commuting & EVs

• Air Travel

• Carbon Footprint

• Working with Native students, 

faculty, staff on TEK 

implementation

• Faculty/staff education
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The Social Cost of Carbon



What will climate change do? IPCC AR6





Breakdown of UWEC Travel



Average Carbon Emissions from flying, UWEC



Social Cost of Carbon

The Biden administration has been using the 
Interagency Working Group’s interim value of $51 per 
metric ton of CO2

In early 2024 the EPA proposed increasing that number 
to $190

o Discount rate: How valuable is the future?

o This number literally puts a value on human lives and quality of 
life

Another way to value: Carbon Offsets
o Another option, not a best practice

Will there be penalties or fees associated with 
institutional carbon emissions?

o Many publicly traded companies now have to report portions of 
their carbon emissions under new Securities exchange 
Commission rules



35,000 MT CO2 e = $1,212,960 annual impact for UWEC
@ $190/ton for Air travel only



Carbon Offset Options
Totals $129,000 to $232,000 annual cost at UWEC

Cost of offsets $/metric ton of carbon
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offsets

British 
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$14.73 $40.62 $5.07 $23.00 $37.00 $98.00 $36.40 $20.14

https://www.cooleffect.org/american-airlines
https://www.cooleffect.org/american-airlines
https://www.cooleffect.org/american-airlines
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2023/04/17/carbon-offsets-flights-airlines/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2023/04/17/carbon-offsets-flights-airlines/
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https://dashboard.patch.io/portfolios/por_prod_7e9f38adb0eb9b7655e3a81c87991c53
https://dashboard.patch.io/portfolios/por_prod_7e9f38adb0eb9b7655e3a81c87991c53
https://dashboard.patch.io/portfolios/por_prod_7e9f38adb0eb9b7655e3a81c87991c53
https://dashboard.patch.io/portfolios/por_prod_9671b27151678ff32426cbec0bacaa9e
https://dashboard.patch.io/portfolios/por_prod_9671b27151678ff32426cbec0bacaa9e
https://dashboard.patch.io/portfolios/por_prod_9671b27151678ff32426cbec0bacaa9e


What if we kept it simple and revenue neutral?

• Example: $10/flight Climate Fee

• All $ come back to their respective 
campuses OR in a central fund?

• Allocate towards facilities, solar 
feasibility studies, grant match, etc.

• Introduce the need and put a cost to 
carbon neutrality in travel

• Calendar year 2023: 21,638 tickets in 
UW

• $216,380 total for ALL of Universities 
of Wisconsin



Thank you! 

Questions? Email Sustainability@uwec.edu
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