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Presenter Information

Keynote Speaker:
Dawn Crosswhite, MSW, LCSW, is an adjunct faculty member at the University of Denver Graduate School of Social Work and affiliate faculty in the Department of Social Work at Metropolitan State University of Denver. She teaches clinical practice courses, including Solution-Focused Brief Therapy and anti-oppressive social work approaches. Dawn is an international trainer for the Solution-Focused Brief Therapy Association (SFBTA) and has previously served as a national trainer for Casey Family Programs and as a trainer for the Colorado and Denver Departments of Human Services. With over 30 years in social work and more than 20 years as an LCSW, she specializes in adolescent and young adult mental health, particularly with adolescent girls and LGBTQIA+ youth involved in child welfare and juvenile justice systems. She has authored two recent book chapters on using SFBT with clients managing trauma. 
Breakout Session Presenters:
Bushra Ali, Doctoral Student, UW- Whitewater
Bushra Ali (she/her) completed her Bachelor of Science in Psychology and her Bachelor of Art in Fine Art from the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities before completing her Master of Art in Art Therapy and Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Adler Graduate School. She is currently pursuing her doctorate in Counseling Psychology at the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. Bushra’s research focuses on how art therapy and other creative forms of expression can be utilized as decolonized modalities for healing. In her practice, she utilizes a community framework and is predominantly working with BIPOC and other marginalized populations.

Rachael Bower, Licensed Professional Counselor/Co-Outreach Coordinator, UW-Stout
Rachael Bower, licensed professional counselor, is a co-outreach coordinator at the UW-Stout Student Counseling Center. She also co-supervises the undergraduate peer health educator program. This program provides peer-to-peer outreach events on campus and within residence halls. Rachael also serves on Stout's Wellbeing and Employee Events Committee.

Julia Counard, Counselor, UW-Green Bay
Julia Counard, MSE, LPC-IT received her BA in psychology from UW-Eau Claire in 2021 and her master’s degree in professional counseling from UW-Oshkosh in 2025. She joined the UWGB Wellness Center Team in the fall of 2025 and was on staff as a student intern during the 2024-25 school year. Before starting at UWGB, Julia worked at an inpatient mental health facility for 4 years. Julia’s approach to counseling is strengths-based focusing on seeing students as holistic, dynamic individuals. Every student is unique, and Julia’s goal is to support and challenge each student to rise into their most authentic self.

Illene Cupit, Professor Emerita and Mental Health Counselor, UW-Green Bay 
Illene Noppe Cupit is the Rosenberg Professor Emerita of Psychology at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. Dr. Cupit teaches courses in Dying, Death, and Loss. Her research and publications have focused on college student bereavement, adolescent grief, the use of social media in death and dying, and global issues related to trauma and loss. In addition, Dr. Cupit offers counseling services at the UW-Green Bay Wellness Center and the Grief and Bereavement Center of Unity Hospice in Green Bay. She is an active member of ADEC, where she was the President for 2012 - 2013. In addition, she founded Camp Lloyd, a summer day camp for grieving children.

Kristin Dachelet, Counselor, UW-Green Bay
Kristin provides counseling to students in the areas of trauma, relationship and family concerns, anxiety, depression, grief and attachment. She obtained a bachelor’s degree in social work with a minor in Educational Policy from UW-Madison and a Master’s of Social Work from the University of Washington-Seattle. She is trained in cognitive behavioral therapy, mindfulness, attachment therapy, child and family therapy, EMDR and has past experience working in non-profit clinical settings.

Chasidy Faith, Director/Licensed Psychologist, UW-Stout 
Chasidy Faith, PhD, is a licensed psychologist who has worked in higher education counseling services for almost 14 years, holding positions such as Outreach Coordinator, Groups Coordinator, and Training Coordinator. Since 2019, she has served as the UW-Stout Student Counseling Center Director. Chasidy currently leads multiple mental health and wellbeing committees at UW-Stout. She also co-supervises the undergraduate peer health educators.

Leah Folks, Associate Director, UW-Oshkosh 
Leah is a counselor with more than 20 years of clinical experience - the past 12 being with the UW Oshkosh Counseling Center. She is deeply passionate about positive leadership, clinical supervision, trauma-informed care, and suicide prevention. Currently serving as the Associate Director, Leah is fortunate to work alongside the best team in town.

Jennifer Herink, Counselor, UW-River Falls
Jennifer is a Licensed Professional Counselor and a Certified Substance Abuse Counselor. She obtained her Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Viterbo and her Master of Science in Guidance and Mental Health from UW-Stout.  She has worked at UW-River Falls for 20 years.
Tanya Schmidt, Counselor, Case Manager, Training Coordinator, UW-Oshkosh
Tanya is a counselor with over a decade of experience working in the mental health field. She has supported clients of all ages across multiple settings, but higher education is her favorite. Over the past few years, Tanya's passion for suicide prevention has grown and she hopes to continue sharing that knowledge with clients and professionals.

Annemarie Schwery, Counselor, UW-River Falls
Annemarie is a Licensed Professional Counselor. She obtained her Bachelor of Science in Psychology from UW-Green Bay and her Master of Science in Mental Health Counseling from Viterbo University. She has worked at UW-River Falls for 2 years.  

Ann Smith, Associate Director/Licensed Professional Counselor, UW-Stout
Ann Smith, MS, is a licensed professional counselor and the Associate Director at the UW-Stout Student Counseling Center. She also leads the master's level training program. Ann is involved with several mental health and wellbeing committees, including the Student Counseling Center Advisory Board and Employee Success Committee.

Suthakaran Veerasamy, Assistant Professor, UW-La Crosse
Dr. V. Suthakaran is an assistant professor in the Psychology Department at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. He earned his doctorate in counseling psychology at the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) and completed his postdoctoral work in multicultural counseling at the University of Notre Dame. He teaches courses generally related to counseling, specifically addressing the role of culture and race in the counselor-client relationship. The focus of his scholarship is in the area of racial and religious identity development, where he explores the impact of experiential and rational processing in identity development. 
