
Results
 .

Learning Objectives
 Evaluate whether students perform better 

when required assignments apply an 
interleaving technique instead of a traditional 
blocking technique. 
 Interleaving: spaced learning that involves 

returning to a topic at regular intervals over the 
space of a few weeks or months (i.e., learning new 
material while reviewing past material).

 Blocking: concentration of learning material (skill) 
until it is mastered.  Once mastered, teacher moves 
onto new material.  

http://www.personal.psu.edu/afr3/blogs/siowfa13/2013/09/learn-better-interleaved-vs-blocked-learning.html

Teaching Issues
.

Motivation
 Financial accounting education is an 

accumulation of knowledge that builds 
on previous course material. 

 Majority of accounting curriculum is 
taught in a blocked system which may 
result in students not retaining 
knowledge necessary for future courses.  

 Changing the manner in how accounting 
is taught could be beneficial to students’ 
long-term learning of accounting.  

Process
1. Students are randomly placed into

 the interleaving sample or 

 the control sample.

 They will remain in same sample for all 3 
assignments.

2. Three assignments are distributed throughout 
the semester. 

1. The interleaving assignments include new 
course material related to consolidations 
and past material on the accounting cycle

2. The control sample only receives the 
portion of the assignment that is the new 
course material.  

3. A case is distributed to all students.  The case 
includes a consolidation process and the 
accounting cycle process.

4. Blind process to faculty (administered by RA)

Example of Assignment 
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