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This Scholarship of  Teaching and Learning (SoTL) project 
investigates the impact of  the Transparency in Learning and 
Teaching (TILT) approach on students’ perceptions of  
belonging and critical thinking in an intermediate-level Spanish 
course. The course aims to foster deep connections between 
students and Hispanic and Latinx communities through a 
relationship-rich classroom environment (Felten and Lambert, 
2020). A key component of  the course is a podcast project that 
allows students to create narratives about minority groups 
(Kernahan, 2019). Research indicates that transparent 
assignments enhance students’ sense of  belonging and critical 
thinking skills (Artze-Vega et al., 2023). The podcast 
assessments are designed to clearly outline what, why, and how 
tasks should be completed.

Selected Questions
q8 I can work well with anyone in my 

class.

q9 I'm a good student and a strong 
thinker.

q10 I belong in my classroom community.

Belonging Survey
Background

• Spanish 332: Spanish Speakers in the 
US

• Required course for our two Spanish 
Certificates

• Intermediate mid/low proficiency 
goal

• Anxiety speaking in Spanish 
• Collaborative Project 

• Examine students’ perspectives of  
their sense of  belonging in a Spanish 
classroom. 

• Increase transparency in high-stakes 
classroom assignments. 

• Develop students’ critical thinking 
skills through a relevant research 
assignment.

Results

Two surveys conducted during the 
semester assess students’ sense of  
belonging, while qualitative analysis of  
assignment reflections evaluates the 
development of  critical thinking skills. 
Data collection started in October 2024 
and will conclude in May 2025.
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Preliminary quantitative data from the fall 2024 surveys 
show improvements in students’ peer-to-peer relationships, 
confidence in their critical thinking skills, and sense of  
belonging in the classroom. Qualitative data suggest that the 
TILT approach provided the necessary scaffolding to 
complete the podcast project and motivated students to 
excel due to its relevance to their lives and future careers.
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