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Public higher education is subsidized by a state appropriation and federal, 
state, institutional, and private grants.  There is a 30-year trend of decreasing 
state appropriation per student and increasing tuition without an equivalent 
increase in total grant funds. At present student debt is rising to fill part of 
that gap and a larger percentage of students are taking on debt.  

Á How should we be thinking about student debt relative to other debt that 
people incur (e.g. auto loans, mortgages, etc.)?   

Á How do we balance the private and public good of education when we 
consider costs, state appropriations, tuition, and grant support? 

Á What are the roles of the Board of Regents in the state and national policy 
discussions on costs and financial aid? 
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State Appropriation plus Tuition 
Revenue per Student 
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Comparison of State Appropriation and Tuition 
Revenue per Student 

Tuition Revenue 

State Appropriation 
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UW Comprehensives  
Sticker Price, Net Tuition, and Net Cost 
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In 2010-2011, grants reduced the sticker price by $2,253, or 17.7%. 



UW Colleges  
Tuition and Net Tuition 
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Sources of Financial Aid 2010-2011 
Wisconsin Resident Undergraduates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   *does not include the value of tax credits & deductions. 

8 

Federal 80% 

State 9% 

Institutional  5% 
Other 7% 



Types of Financial Aid 2010-2011 
Wisconsin Resident Undergraduates 
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Grants 
37% Loans 

62% 

Work Study 
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Financial Aid for Wisconsin Resident 
UW Students: Grants 2010-2011 
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Pell Grants 
Wisconsin Higher Education 

Grants 
(WHEG) 

Total Funds $161.3 M $59.5 M 

Recipients 43,306 30,344 

Average Grant $3,725 $1,962 

Range $555 to $5,550 $843 to $2,563 

Federal loans total $538.3 M.  47.3% of federal loans are need-based, and loans 
comprise 72.3% of federal aid to Wisconsin resident undergraduate students. 



State-Funded Financial Aid: 
Interstate Comparisons (2009-10) 
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Wisconsin Minnesota 

State Grant Dollars per Population age 18-24 $181.49 $353.73 

State Grant Dollars per Undergraduate FTE $415.37 $742.56 

Need-based State Grant Dollars per FTE $403.25 $742.25 



Average Unmet Need Without Loans 
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In 2010-2011 the Average Unmet Need Without Loans was $9,191. 

Data are for students with need. 



Average Annual Grant and Federal 
Loan Awards 
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Cumulative Student Loan Debt at Graduation 
WƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ 
Who Borrowed While in College 

Year
Loan

Recipients

% UG Res

Degrees

Average

Debt

Avg Debt

(FY86 $) 

% $

Non-Need

84-85 10,016 62% $5,954 $6,123 21%

88-89 9,301 56% $6,946 $6,235 5%

92-93 8,345 50% $8,076 $6,166 16%

96-97 9,261 58% $13,332 $9,129 27%

01-02 10,374 62% $16,046 $9,797 31%

02-03 10,475 62% $16,523 $9,932 32%

03-04 11,885 63% $17,250 $10,085 34%

04-05 11,661 64% $18,378 $10,430 35%

05-06 12,140 66% $19,809 $10,830 36%

06-07 12,735 67% $21,104 $11,250 39%

07-08 13,307 68% $22,401 $11,513 41%

08-09 13,459 69% $23,789 $12,106 43%

09-10 13,878 71% $25,397 $12,745 46%

10-11 14,065 71% $27,004 $13,288 48%



Cumulative Student Loan Debt at Graduation 
Wisconsin Resident ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ 
Who Borrowed While in College 
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