11/19/2014 What will happen to Knapp house, the original Wisconsin governor's mansion? - Isthmus

ISTHMUS

What will happen to Knapp house, the original Wisconsin governor's

mansion?

State officials mum on plans for historic landmark

by
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The future of the Wisconsin governor's mansion is in doubt.

Not the current one, where 14 governors have lived. It's the earlier one, home to 18 governors from 1883 to 1950, that
is a few blocks from the Capitol.

The mansion may be sold by the Wisconsin Department of Administration, but officials have been vague about what
they're considering. The potential sale has some fretting about the landmark's future.

"It's such an important piece of the city's history, and the land around it is significant in that history," says Ald. Ledell
Zellers, whose district includes the mansion.

The mansion, 130 E. Gilman St., is on the National Register of Historic Places. The date of its completion is unknown,
perhaps as early as 1854. At the time, the entire UW consisted of North Hall. Madison was two years from
incorporating as a city.

For many years the home was jokingly called "The White House" for its first owner, Julius White, later a Civil War
general. Officially, it was the "Executive Residence," named by Belle Case La Follette, wife of governor and later U.S.
Sen. Bob La Follette. She felt the term "mansion" distanced the public.

The property totals 63,462 square feet. In 1950 the state transferred the property to the UW Board of Regents for
$60,000, drawn from a UW trust fund created by Kemper Knapp. The building has since served as the Knapp Graduate
Center, a living and learning facility for doctoral students. In 1967, UW built on the shoreline its Lifesaving Station, a
base for rescue crews monitoring boaters on Lake Mendota.

But the Knapp house has become expensive to maintain. "It was getting to the point where we needed to upgrade the
facility" to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, says Gary Brown, director of campus planning and
landscape architecture. "The Knapp program didn't have the funds to do that."

The UW declared the mansion surplus, leaving its fate to be determined by the DOA. However, the UW still wants to
keep the Lifesaving Station.

In order to do so, the UW has to subdivide the property. "We wanted to go through the official process with the city of
Madison," Brown says. On June 17, 2013, the city Plan Commission was scheduled to take up the proposal.

"The staff at DOA started having second thoughts about it and then just pulled it off the agenda," Brown says.

With no subsequent word from DOA, the UW again submitted its proposal to the Plan Commission on July 27 this
year. Again, the DOA interceded. Since then, Brown says, "We've not heard anything from them on what their plan
is."

The property is on a June 30 DOA list of state assets "for potential sale or lease," including "underused acreage" at
Madison's Hill Farms State Transportation Building on the west side.

Stephanie Marquis, DOA spokeswoman, had few details to offer when asked about the mansion. "It is too early to
speculate on the potential sale or lease of any of these properties because the state has just begun the review process,"
she says.

More than review is apparently going on, however. The Capital Times has submitted an open records request to learn
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about developers interested in the Hill Farms property. The DOA refuses to release the information "until a negotiation
of the contracts is completed."

Brown doubts the grounds around the old mansion would be deemed historic, meaning it's possible something could be
built there. But a deed covenant will protect the building, at least, from demolition.

Says Brown: "I hope someone gets it that can really take care of it and make it a great shining example of historic
preservation."
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The Knapp House is a unique community of scholars founded on the principles of scholarship, leadership, and a
breadth of ideas.

The University of Wisconsin purchased the former Governor's Mansion in 1951 with funds from the Knapp Memorial
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' I, 7*7"‘1'*'5!1{1' PERSONAL collection of autographed piciures of distin-
i guished men in the fields of diplomatic relations, politics,
writing, and cheatre, made by Gov. Philip F. La Follette
when he was in high school, adds a distinctive air to the
library of the exccutive residence, 130 E. Gilman st., en
the shore of Lake Mendota. Among the pictures ar-
ranged in rows on the walls are photos of Winston Church-
11, Lloyd George, Thomas A. Edison, Woodrow Wilson,
Justice Louis Brandeis, ex-Pres. Theodore Roosevelt, the
Mayo brothers, George Arliss, John Galesworthy,
ander Graham Bell, and Robert E. Peary.

i ) White House,”” Is a stone mansion two stories in height,
built of nallve sandz,tone preseniing the appearance of an.old time.gentle-
man's. home. all double windows 10 feet In height lend stately appear-
.ance to the gray and white living room, furnishied in rose wood and blue
green. Several pieces of furniture of historic interest, including a cherry
wood sewing. table that belonged to Mrs. La Folletie's great-great-great grand-
father, Josialh Burleigh, whe. came from Massachusebts; a standard rocker
presented to ex-Sen. La Follette Sr.’s mother by his brother-in-law, Justice
Siebecker, and a small mahogany table that has been a La Follette heirloom

for many years, complete the picture.
;,\___.-..__—._.
The bedroom used by Ole Bull, far-

Opens Fireplaces
Two fireplaces on elther side ol the
'arched deorway that were closed, . for
25 years have been opened by Mis,
La . Tollette. Over one fireplace hangs

hangs a paisley shawl lent by AMiss
Marguerife Johnson, and on another |
‘& Japanese obe lent by Mrs, E. R, Ed-
mondsou.

In the large Chinese blue and gold
dining room, carpeted with a Chincse
rug, hangs a [flowered wall spread
made by Gov. La Iollette’s gramed-
meother. 'Che large walnut buffet was
at the residence when Mr, La Folletts
lived there as a child.

The basement room, originally a bil-
{ Hard roomm, has been made into a pl.;y
;room for the children.

in by Gov. and Mrs. La Follette.

3

{1854,

The walls of the ivory and gold li-:
brary ‘are lined with hook-shelves put

famed violinist, who married the
daughier of J, G. Thorp, early owner
of the house, has Dh2en reincarnbated.

jEach bedroom, as well as library and
a large gilt framed mirror, also an ,h\rmz room, contains @ fireplace.
original piece of furniture, On one wall |

The residence. which was built in
was purchased by the state in

{1885 f{from ex-Gov, Rusk who had

.boug‘ht it from J, G. Thorp.

A spacious lawn slopes to the shere
of Lake Mendota. Oak, clm. and mapla
JArees, shrubbery, and bird houscs sur-
round the home. A large green foun-

‘tain which cnece stood in the capitol

square was moved to  the executive

residence when khe old capitoi burned.
Its History

White, sceretary of the Wisconsin In-
isurance - Co. With few large edifices,
the dignified appearance of Gen,
lWhl e’'s home emphasized the name
iof its occupant, a man of artistic taste

! On . one side of the entrance h'\ll and cultivation as was his successor,

stands the American flag, and on the | George P. Delaplaine, who purchased

FExecutive Mansion Once W hite
House Dates From State's

Alex-

The executive residence, known in the past as “the

The original owner was Gen: Julms:

Page 2 of 3

|
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P

[ Delaplaine gathered together 2 - de-
‘lightiul soclety of musicians, painters,
‘and authors in his drawing room and

library and did his hest to assist

promising vouth of Madisoly, ATilwawn-s

kee, and surrounding thwos® iif » a2~
velopment of thelr talanés.e.» o .

The musicales given by the Dela-
plaines were notable. A [eature of
one was Ielena Hastreiter, later the
opera star of international reputa-
ition, who sang without accompani-
iment from a boat in Lake Mendota n
the moonlight (o guests assembled on
the lawn. It was her lasi appearanca
hefore a large audience in the capital
city. Going to Europe shorily after-
ward she advaneced steadily to fame.

Within the decade the Delaplainas’:
eldest daughter, Ann Jay, was mar-:

‘ried to Francis Woodward, an ecastern
tarchitect and banker who subsequent.-
Iy removed to Fau Claire where his
orchid concervatories beeame the won-
der of flower lovers and ‘surpassed
those of England.

Temporary illness of Mrs. Delaplaine
|and departure of a daughler to Ger-
‘many caused the sale of the home o
iJ. G. Thorp, retired lumberman, Heve
‘his youngesy daughler, Sava, met Ole
riujl. maestro of the vielin, who beeam:

‘her huSBaR " “a4s st

After “appearing in America on a
number of-occasions after 1843, ap-
Ipearing in Madison in 1856, he ‘cams

ito Madison in 1868. After ihe concert
3 .he. attended a reception at the home
7of R. B. Anderson and was intrg-
iduced to the Thorps. They became
ifriends and when he returned to Nor-
;way the next year, he was accom-
banied by Mrs. Thorp and Sara, who
had accepted his invitation to viss
‘him.

Some months iater, June 1, 1870,
the marriage of Ole Bull to Sara
Thorp was solemnized at the American !

‘conzulate at Christiana. On Sept. 6,
‘the religious service was read here in .
:Madison by Dr, Charles H. Richards,
the couple having returned to Madi- |
sont and the Thorp home. Titled for- |
cigners were present at the magnifi-
‘cent reception that followed. Ole Bull |
had heen twice crowned, once in Caii-(
fernia with a laure! wreath of gold !
and once in Florence, Italy.

Jeremiah Rusk beeame the owner
of what had come to be known as the
‘Ole Buli home when he was elected
izovernor of the state. Aftar his ten-
wmey. ihee state acquired ft and has
Celnned possession,

Page 2 of 3
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(eity Z)—r.sﬁ'—' £t 56 ¢
I‘armer, Stage - Driver, Sheriff,

Comptroller, Soidier, Congress.
man, and Governor.

A Plant from Ohio Scil Which Hds At-
tained Grand Dimensiohs in the
Badgsr State,

The Stage-Driver and the Mule-Driver
Part on the Tow-Pall and Meet
in the Capilel.

| Military and Civil Oareer of Jere-
' miah M. Rusk, of Wia-
consin,

A Notable Figure in History.

THE DAY AND THE CITY.
I.

If a perzon gifted with a small quantity of
eommon sense wishes to visit the capital of
Wisconsin, he will embark at Chicago some time
during the hours of daylight, and five hours
thereafter will find himsell in one of the most
charming towns in the northwest, I a personis
afllicted with a tendency to idiocy, he will make
the samne journey in another way., IHe witl take
‘the sleeper at 10:35 at wizht, At 3:50 A, ML e
Uwill find himself In Madison: at 4 A. M. he will
go to bed at the hotel; at 7 A. M. e will be
seated nt the breakfast table. Such was the
course taken by the writer. Other imbeclies
will probably repeat the blunder,

Exquisite weather prevailed over the domes
and spires, the helghts and lakes of Madison. A
fleck of white here and there lay on the fleld of
gky; the trees had put on delicate robes of rus-
set hue—a wrap preparatory for the full-
dress of green and blossoms,  de

view to the pllgrim as le sat on the broad bal-
cony of the botel and saw before him the state-

bouse pile with Its white walls rising above the _.

‘n gward;, bere and there through vistas in
g "trees of the park catching glimpses of the
Line waters of the lakes far below, and beyond
these the low, undulating line of the distant,
wood-crowned horizon.

It was an hour of su- |

preme repose, of rest, und perfect tranquillity of .

earth and sky, grateful bevond expression to
one lately enveloped in thedamp east wind, the
roar of the streets, and the confusing throngs
of Chicago,

Three years ago, seated in the same place, the
writer saw the roins of the fallen wing of the
capitol from which had then just been reseued
the wounded and the dead, Now the wing had
been restored, the ruing had been effaced, and
thé walls of the new structure were white,

| pure, and seemingly unconseions of the ghastly
I s g

tragedy which had oceurred in their midst. Not
a sear remains, The restored portion is as fm-
passive and pacific as if no blood stained its

nemory.

1.
Gazing over the streets and park, it seemaedd
as if the river Lethe tlowed through the region

and pervaded the air with its tranquil influ-,
street-cars crept alongs |

enees, Diminutive

drawn by a single mule whose fallen earsand
drooping hend indicated the lethargy of slum- |
her, and whose bell drowsily tinkled in somno- |

lent” harmony. An old man with crutches
limped through the park, and halzed in the
sunny spaces for warmth, and stood with bowed
head, and was happy like an old dog in frout of
a warm grate in winter. Pedestrians sauntered

along dreamily as if permeated by the enervat- |
ing but delicious languors of the budding life |

of spring. TFat, lazy gray squirrels scampered
glowly over the green of the park or among the
branches with an agile, sinnous grace,

1t was a Monday, and “the farmers, anxicus,
as it were, to extend the holiday, and the rest of

the Sabbath, appeared in considerable numbers

on the streets. Seen before they reacheda the
limits of the city, they came at a crawling pace;
as they neared the central squate, the drooping
beads of the steeds were pulled briskly up, and
animated by the slavping lines, the active whip,
and the menacing voices of the drivers, the an-
imals changed into a brisk trot, and traversed
the streets like sinall hurricanes, shattering the

| quiet air with the creaking and rattling of the

riguer | '
insammer costumes, Very charming was the :aplcndid residences on the eightly heights, its
' rolling site, its environment of lakes and sub-

springless  wagons and rousing the sleeping
dust into miniature terupests of wrath,
Very restful is this charming eity, with its

{ dued distances, and its freedom from excite- |

ments. The days are uneventful, the agrements




- gocinl amenities,

faces of the people,

of goclal intercourse gimple, withuut strain, or | Dbore the inscription * Executive Department,”

huriful reaction.
large cities find no Imitators; frivolous lives are
not encourgéd, and a healthful, moral, and in-
tellectual growth takes the place of *the foreed,
mushroom development  of  cosmopolitan
centers. Buch a place permits the rearing of
healthy children and the cultivation of a rare
order of famiiy relations not to be found in
urhan hotbeds of domestie life,

The wearying dissipations of |

and which leads into a lefty, imposing, sunny
room. A gentleman sat at o small table, and
in respouse to the inquiry, “Gov.. Rusk?” with
a polite bow waved his hand toward a door
leading into a room beyond. The visitor passed
through the doop thus indlcated, and found
himself in another lofty, capacious apartinent,

! near the center of which, at & table, was seated

In this place there may be drunkenness, but |

it is nevey seen in public; there may be rowdy-
fgm, but, 'if 6o, it is invisible to the publiej there
may be certain forms of social depravity, but
their searlet shame is wvever flaunted in the
Everything is decorous in
the domain of the external; in the families
there prevails a quict dignity, and in many an
elevated cultivation and an exquisite reline-
ent. .
) 111

It is atonce a university town and a court
city. It is the scat of the state government,
and about such an ipstitution there is neces-
garily an aceretion of eertain courtly habits and
a growth in the knowledge and practice of
The homes of gome of the at-

| taches of the national government are located
| here, and reflect much of the breadth and cos-

mopolitanism of the country’s capital. Tae

1 gcholastie institutiong, while they may some-
" what stiffen and embarrass the (reedom of so-

elal intercourse, have the effect to add a per-
ceptible tone of dignity to the character of the
people.

Nor is the capital without its potent politieal
fnfluences. Within'it bas been batehed a prog-
eny which has developed into stalwart dimen-
sfons, and whose acts bave been wide-reaching
and powerful. Regents, *bosses,” and others
of the factors of ageucies designed to control
political results have existed here in profusion,

and have made themselves felt from Madison to |

Washington, Noted statesmen, acute and
scheming politicians, great war leaders, emi-

nent local ofificlals, and teachers and scholafs | in securing what might have been obtained a8

withous Hmit have been reared io this atmos-

phere, and lave wade the world aware of their |

existence,

PORTRAIT

OF A GOVERNOR.

- II ;

The visitor strolled through the sunshine
and beoeath the budding elms and maples to
the stately structure whose symrmetrical dome
ghone with a dazzling white in the ferce sun-
light, and entered the building at the hospitable
entrance, The first door on the left of the hall

! a portly gentleman with an abundance of gray

hair and a Kindly conntenance.

¢ Gov. Rusk{'? asked the caller.

“Yes, sig,” was cordially responded. The
visitor introduced himself, and a moment there-
after was as much at home as though he had
been an honored and habitual visitor for a
dozen years.

Once the same pilgrim was sojourning in a

official whose rank would about equal that of
the chief of police inan American city. IHe was

luckey, . who inquired bhis business,
given, and then the lackey went away, and sowue

the exller must first see another man in another
part of the city. IHe called at the other place,

was finally told that he must address in
writing the oflicial and state his business.
Hejwrote, and there came back an- answer that
he must-give references as to his position and
character, including the indorsement of the
American minister. At least a week was spent
in reaching Mr. Pierrepont, the American repre-
sentative, and then he was seen only through
his subordinate, who lived in another portion of
the town. Finally, after the giving of many

with his home eredentials, o lewtér trom his

pyuker, and another frowm s member of parhia-
ment, he sent to the office of the oflicial to
whom he had originally applied.  Two weeks
later, from another source entirely, there came a

| written reply granting permission for the peti-

tioner to visit a well known publie iostitation.
fn all not less than three months were expended

well in twenty winutes.
1L,

The conrteous wave of the hand of the private
seeretary of the governor took the place of the
insolence of the English lackeys, and the ten
seconds which were required to pass into the.
roow of the ehiel executive aud be welcomed
wera the differences which encountered the
visitor in his attempts to penetrate the -interior
of English and American oiliciallsm.  What is
true in the administration of affairs in this_

met at the entravee of the ofliclal residence by a
It was:

and after much lackey at the entrance he:

foreign land and desired to see a certain British ©

time after returned with the information’ thai-

| credentials, the writer obtaiped the yicarious |
fndorsement of  the Ameriesn minister. which,




. men who have worn ofl the

| ipanece of the animal in his naturd, for his ex-

instance {8 frue in muany others in business, ’
both of a political and commerciul nature. In
this country it is possible to transact an operd-
tion of the kind attempted in London and for-
et all about it Jong before the effort to penc-
trate the sanetunry of the English oflicial ¢can be
made suecessful,

The portly getleman who well filled the roomy
ehalr in which he was seated was exaetly unlike
the ideal which the vigitor bad formed of him.
He hind supposed the governor to be a coirse,
homespun character, slouehy as Lo shoulders,
and rogged in feature ol gpeceh, Instead of
this he saw nman of commanding size, with a
massive head whose elfect was juereased by an
abundant erown of gray hale, pushed back from
o wide and bigh forchend, and by a heavy mis-
tacke and chin whiskers—the ensemble being
that of au ideal patriareh, at once venerable and
imposing.  Although gray as to hair and white
as to beard, the governor is venerable only in
appearance and not in years, as he Is vot a loug
wuy from the three geore and ten which are as-
signed a8 the period of life’s further limit.

Fe bas deep-blue eyes that are always warm
and kindly, and which vary constantly in ex-
pression. and vet which withal have a dominant
expression of saduvess. In conversation, while
not always fluent in the utterance of words, he
is ever intetesting and Interested, and pervaded
with an expression of consideration for the one
to whom he is speaking, Ilis countenance hus
none of that gloss which is seen on the thees of
down of inexperi-
ence by much contact with the worlid: he is vet
fresh, and without a suggestion of o Llase life in
Lis tone or countenance.

Lookiug at bim from a purely phrsical peint
of view, Lie is, with his shyrey mane, his 111391{
chest, his broad shoulders, his colossal neck ant
thighs, a magnificent auimal, and yet without a
hint of anything gross-or sensual.” In fact, his
volee, the expression of his eyes, and his senti-
ments neeafive any sugzestion of a predom-

pression s one of gentleness amld kindlingss,
and his sentiments refined and  genial. Not a
single unkind sentiment did he uiter in the fre-
quent conversations with his visitor; he spoke
always well of his politieal opponents, and in
his view of affalrs and men in genera he was
always eourteous in tone and charitable io his
estimates. )

By contact with him one learns, In time, that
he iz characterized by a rrand simplicity: that
he 18 without affectation, and generous and
tolerant in his views, and still  possessed
of mueh of the nawralness which las
epme up with him from his ehildhiood, -That he
has abindance of other desirable gualities will
beeome evident asthe details of his life and the

particulars of his military and ofliclal carcer
shail be presemted. In the dircetion of his
growth, and with respect to the results he has
attained, he has achieved a most remarkable ca-
reer, und one which has few rivals.

e ——

e

THEE OUTLINES OF A LIFE.

I.

Lilke so many of the distinguished men whose
pames have been presented in these sketches,
Gov. Jeremiah McLane Rusk was born of the
glebe, The nutrition of his carly youth was
drawn divect from nature's sonrces of supply—
from the ecarth, the air, and the sunshine, IHe
obtained his sturdy strength from contact with
the soil; he was hardened by the storm, the
aummer's heat, and the cold ot winter. Plain

food, active ontdoor exercise, the absence of |

eare, constant association with the free and be-

nignant influences of nature, all united to con- |

struct for him a sound body=—the foundation of
cheerfulness, patlent endurance, hopefulness,
the ability to labor untiringly, perseverance,
and, In fine, all the essential gualities ol sue-
cess in life.

Ohio, region fruitfulas the mursery of emi-
nent men, was the place of his birth, Ile was

born {n Morgan county, Ohio, in 1530, where he

remalined until he was 23 years of age, when he
moved to Vernon county, Wisconsin, whare he
gtill resides. No account is within reach as-to
theorizin of his parents or his remoter ances-
try; but it is a fair presumption, in view of his
stubwart build, his perfect health, and his equa-

ble dizposition that he comes of an excellent
ctock,  One does not gather grapes from thoros,
nor figs from thistles: a puny parentage can not
produce robust, permanent results. That he
eame of a virile ancestry ¢an
one who looks over

life.
)18

Tt1ia recorded of him that he spent the earlier
years of his youth on a farm; that he had but
little opportunity for schooling; that he was
widely-known when a lad for the possession of
extraordinary strengeh aud agility; thaty for a
period, when about 15 years of age, he was the
driver of the stage which ran between Zanes-
ville and Newarl, in Obio; and that during this
time he met and formed the acquaintance of
Sarfield, then a ragged boy engaged in driving
mules on the tow-path of a canal.

1n 1849 he married Mary Martin, who lived
only tlree years after he moved to Wisconsin.
When he settled In the west he engaged in
farming, and this has been his occupation with=
out cessation from that date to the present time.
He intermitted his farming dutles by & resort to
other oceupations in which mouney was to be
gained, or the wishes served of the people
among whom he resided. e opened a hotel,

and also operated a stage line between Sparta .

P

not be doubted by |
his physical developmeunts |
or who exmmines the uchievements of ‘his busy 1




amd Prairie du Chien, often himsel! mounting
the box and manipalating the reins.  Ilis firat
oflicinl position was that of sherill, which he
held for some years, and he was elected to the
state legislature In 1561,

In 1862 be entered the army. He had been
very eflicieut in securing the enlistment of
troops, and as 4 consequence he was elected
major of the 2ith  Wisconsin  resiment
in July of that year.
service during the lodiao outbrealk in Minne-
gota, and when the rebetlion of the savazes was
subdued he was sent to ald in the suppression
of the more formidable outbreak then raginge in
the south. He served during the siewe and the

| eapture of Vicksburg, and then went to Helena,

where he was promoted to a lHeutenant eolonel-
¢y, ani acted as president of & court-martial,

In February of the next year he returned to
his regiment, of which he assumed commanid,
and jolned 8herman in time to participate in the
Meridlan eampaign, and at ats close he was
complimented in general orders * for the dizei-
pline he bad maintained on the march, and

tor not losing o man  from  stroggling or
inattention.”  He was with Sherman,  and
was @ part of ail the fights In the

" movements which preceded and ended in the

capture of Atlanta,  After the surrender of
this stronchold he followed Hood in his ratd
into Alabama, sud them accompanied Gen.
Sherman in his famons march to the sea. - Dur-
g this movement he had charge of the ad-
vance of the Seventeenth corps, including the
skirmishers, iﬂuucrrs, engineers, amd the pon-
toou trafn. !
island north he was brevetted brigadier general
for hmfmllumr}- at the battle of Saukahatebic,
where be led the advanee against the strongly-
protected position of tie enemy, at the erossing
of the river, and earried 1t arainst terrible odds,
He was musterad ont of the service in Juune,
1565, having been uninterruptedly in the tield
with Sherman from May of  the precediug year,
111 :
In the autumn of 1863 Gen, Rusk was nomi-
pated io the republican eonvention by acelama-
tion for the office of* bank comptroller, and
elected,  In 1867 he was again elected to the
same position, and held it nntil, owing to the de-

i cline instate baoking institutions, the oflice was

abolisbed by an smendment to the constitution.

In Aungust, 1570, he was nominated by the
republicans of the Sixth district as a candidate
for congress, and was elected by a very lurge

" majority—* the largest,” said a loeal journal,

“oeyer given by aoy district of the state to its
representative.’  Ie took his seal in congress
in March, 15871

At the close of his term he waz again elected,
and this time, so great was his popularity and
s0 overwhelmingly republican the district,
no oue cared to contest the election, and he was

returned without any opposition in his own
party. During this period of his service incon-
prress he acted a5 elairman of the commities

He suw considerable

n the eampaipn from Beauiort o h
| of the people demanded it.

f

cgained for bim the wabounded respect of the

on pensions, and to his assiduity and painstak-
fue while In this place is due the great popular=
ity which he enjoys amonyg the old soldlers of
hiz stute. Je was elected a third timen 1874
and this time refllied his old position of chair-
man of the pensions committee, and also that of
agriculture. At the cloze of this congressional
term be retired to his farm, and remained there
till, in the fall of 1551, he was placed In nomi-
uation for the gluveruo':shi].u by the republicans, |
and, aithough the chances opposed his suceess,
he won by a very respeetable phurality over
three vompetitors, composed of & democrat, &
greenbacker, sud a republiean,  He was again
elected movernor at the close of his drst term.
Iv.

Asa governor, he has been attentive to his
duties, aud has inade a most excellent recordtor:
vigilauee sud tue exercise of valusble practical ]
genss,  Amons the acts of Lis gabernatorial eas ©
reee which bave atteacted  (he most attention, |
aud concerning which he is doubliless most
pleased, was  his  disposition of a very

ceomplex and sgeravating condition which was

developed in conuection with the bailding of a
raflway. It will only be said at this point thathe |
dealt with the difficulty in a mauner which was
at onee nove!, hmmane, and elfective, and which

Iaboring clusses,

e thas been unsparing in the use of the veto
power whenever in his judgment the interests
In several instances
Lie has corrected long-existing abuses; econo,
mized in important expenditures, and brokeun
up several monopolies which lhad become fast-
ened on the state, Lt

During the administration of Garfleld he was
especially favored by his old associate. lle was
nominated by the presideot as minister to Parn-
guay, and the nominatfon was confirmed by the
sepate, but was refused by the nominee,  He
was also tendered other places of trust by his
friend, among which was that of minister to
Denmark and ehief of the burean of printing
aud engraviog, but in each instance he declined
the proffered honor.  He was  also wmentioned
favorably ns the sucecssor of Postimaster Gens
eral Ilowe on the occasion of the death of the
Iatter.  As the nomination was unot tendered
ilitn, it is not known whether or uot he would
have been fnduced to have changed bis mind as
to the desirability of lilling an appointive fed-
eral offiee.

In fine, it is but just to say of Gov. Rusk that
in all the responsible places” with which he has
been  intrasted, from sheriff and bank comp-
troller to congressman and governor, and in-
cluding his services during the war, he has
creditably performed his duty. He wmay have
had hers aud there advisers, bat as a rale
lacking training, he has relled uvon a uracalcal
COmmon sense, which  has - invariably |
proved as advantapeous a3 would  have ,!
a technieal training of the best guality. He |




has thus been. little hampoeved by - proe
and bas been able in some notable instinces to
reach ?uet results when, had the attempr been
made by one who relied on ihe decisions of the
past, the end attained would bave been long in
coming, and possibly less desirable in its nature,
Promuot in declding, quick in execution, and
resolute and gélf-rel’ant in the earrying out of
a purpose, he has often reachied conelusions Ina
time when others, acting in the usual way and
hampered by rules, would not have passed the
fnitial stages of the labor to be accomplished.

adents, ™

same paiure nas ne reined menin h!s'EoIlticat“
life, They feit no multipiicity of reios flapping
across their backs; chere was nothing Lo sugpgest
that they were being driven;- he was down with
and apparently one of _them; the single
line wus unnoticed, and they have. can-
tered on, believing they were enjoying a total
frecdom, and all the time were being guided
hither and thither at the will of the man
mounted on the wheel-horse of the political
coach,  There is no display in this method, but

- it is very effective when practiced by one who,

He stande well with the people of the state,

irrcslpectivs of parties, and has made himself a
gpecial favorite with the soldiers and the labor
anud agrieultural elements.

DEYTAIL3 AND INCIDIENTS.

L

When the governor was a lad of 14, his father
died and left dependent on the son the widowed
mother and two sisters.  He supported them for
two years by working the farm left by his
futher, and then commenced bis eareer -as n
stage-driver in the employ of Nelll, Moore &
Co.  The coach was of the old Concord pattern,
and was drawn by four horses, which were
driven In army style by o single rein, and with
the driver riding the * near” wheel-horse, The
govérnor Is not a ltle pmu& of his ability as o

horseman, as developed at this early perfod, and |
There are few youths of the pres- |

with renson.
ent day that at the same age could reach the
dignity of bamlling a four-in-hand and be in-
trusted with the responsibility conmected with
the management of a business such as that
which fell under the care of young Rusk,

Tt is possible that this period of his life fur-
nished him a training and an experience which
became of value in later years. There was a
simplicity in his manner of managing his team
that he has imitated in his deiving as an oflicial
and a politiclan, There was no style about his
early operations; there was noflannting display,
no gathering of a handful of reins in his haud,
as is the case in the modern mmanipulation of a
four-in-band. He used but asingle reing in-
stead of being seated high up on a boX remote
from his teaui, be sat down among them, within
easy reach of all, where e could encourage

%/% W

them with touch and wvoice. The single rein
was ample for all guiding purposes, and at_the

same tline searcely afforded a sugprestion of re-
striction or compulsion. In something of the !

— e m——

Gov, Rusk sald of himaelf, is * [ond of horses

and very familar with them.”

1L
It was while he was manipulating the single
rein of his four-horse team that he encountered
a young man of about his own age, and who was
unconseiously engaged in acquiring experience
for the future driving of masses Ly superintend-

“ing and governing the movements of a solitary

mule. The young student in the artof direc-
tion, of guidance, was Garticld. The result of
the careers of the two proves that early advan-
tages do not neeessarily determine the onteome
of thelr efforts, Garfield, experimenting in
government with a single, iiminutive mule, and
erawling along a towpath  with a gait like that
of a enall, aoc:f:lrcd in time a speed which car-
ried him to the very head of the nation, while
Rusk, practicing with four horses, and  bowling
along the highways at
to get bigher than the chief place fu the state.
It Is possible that training with a mnte—that is,
in & school in which slow and sure is the rule-—
may produce much  higher results than with a
four-in-hand, or a system in which speed isa
dominant factor.

s [t was at this time” (in about 1846-7). said
the wovernor, in speakiing of his early stage-
driving days, **that [ first beeame aequainted
with Gartield, He was a canal-boy, driving a
single mule on a towpath, aud as Newark, Q..
wus the point where both our routes terminated
we met at short intervals. I think our first
meeting was st o wrestling-mateh, when it was
aupounced that 2 cmml-t'!my would throw =a
stage-driver, Garfield was a very hearty, rugzed
youngster, and was a trne friend to his com-
rades, and always ready to stand by them iu any
kind of trouble or contest.

[0 those days he used to frequently speak of
his future, and always asserted that he inteaded
to beeome eitber a lake captain or alawyer.
fleleft the canal after a time aud commenced
going to school.
from our boyhood up to the time of his death;
but, of course, we Knew little or nothing of
each other for many years, and never met alter
he left the canal until the opening of the war.
e was on Boseeraus' stall when we next saw
cach other.

“]n later years, when we were In congress
together, we had many a langh over the remi-
niscencesof our boyhood. e would often assure
me that I was of no account, being only a stage-
driver: to which | generally responded;: *Well,
what were you! What did you drive! T han-
dled four horses on a stawe, and you, you
gteered one Hitle, insigniticant mule ™"

4 canter, never managed |

We were always close friends !

R




the wrestiing=-matelr _between  the starcdriver
and the canul-boy.
the governor there appears a statement which
may throw some light on this point. *The
grreater portion of Rusk's boyhood,* savs the
article, ** was spent on a furm, and he was one
of the strongest yonnyg men in the neighborhood.
During a county fair be entered o wrestling-
mateh with two other competitors, The first
was easily thrown, but in the strugerle with the
second, Rusk bad his bands full.  Finally, by a
tremendous effort the future governor threw
his spponent completely over his head, stun-
niu;_rlhim and brealiing his shoulder. Rusk was
greatly frightened at the moment, thinking that
he might have killed his opponent, and from
that time never again engaged in a wrestling-
mateh,”

If it were the eanal-boy who was thus thrown,
the governor is reticent about stating the fact,

Iir.

The governor's war record is full of exciting
incidents. Ile was offered the coloneley of the
regiment which he raised, but refused, asking
to be made major, for the reason that he had no
military experience, and for the further reason
that, as he supposed, a major had little to do
with the management of the regiment. I did
pot think,” he said, *that 1 was competent to
take command of a regiment, or that 1 had  the
experience necessary in military matters to it
me for any rank higher than that of major,
which, at that time, 1 regarded more_ornamen-
tal than otherwise. 1 soon found, however,
after I was in aciive service, that | was serious-
Iy mistalen in my estimate, and that the major
had more to do than any other oflicer, Asa
matter of faet, I was practically in command of
the remiment from the time I went juto the
figld until the elose of the war.” .

A very exeiting ovenrrence attended the eross-
fng of the Baukalutelie river in February, 1865,
Gen. Mower was In command of the division in
witlzh was the regiment conpnanded by Rusk.
The division was moving north from Beaufort
directly toward the river, while the remaiuder
of the army of Bhermun was converging toward
the game poing.  Where the crossing had to be
made the epcmy wasin strong force oun the
other aide, and _
heavy infantry column and batteries of artitlery.
The only approach to the ford was along a nar-
row road throush a swamp, whieh was then
coyered with water too uaeep w perinil the
piovement of cavalry or heavy uns. [Lwas
preomsitdon . dl i

alnost ad strongiv protected aud’as
Cifieult of capture as ke celebrated bridge of
Luidi.

" 'here was arace among all the divisions to
iﬂrst reach the crossimg, and on the morning
just before _the poiut was within attack-
!inj.r distance Mower's  divislon was in the
flead, an the brigade in advanpee of  the
Cddivislon was that to which lillsk‘ﬁcmym:uni_
was atlached. Mower rode up with his stail
! and couwld not find the commander of the bri-
guade, e inguired of Col. Kusk where the

oflicer was, to which the latter replied that he
A

efending the crossing with a

| ing in front of Mower’s tent a3 Rusk rode up,

Tn & pewspaper sketehof || for the retura of the officer,

Gov, Rusk omitted 1o weatiou the result of | w4 Dot know, but that he was ready to move ax

once. Mower replied that he could not wait
but would move
another briecade, Rusk was jodignant that be
shonld be ignored. ¢ Ile did not wish,” as he
gaid, ** to be cheated out of the lead.” Going
up to Mower, he safd: * Gen. Mower, I protest |
arainst being left behind, because it Is notm
fault that the oflicer is absent. I want the ad-
vanee.” Mower, however, would not listens he
went away, ordered the division forward, and
put the other brigade in the advanee.

Later Mower scems to have recalied the pro-
test, e found the route to the crossing an
embarrassing one, whercupon he said to one of
his stafl officers, Capt. de Brasse: * Bringup
thiat colonel who objected to remalining behind
and we'll give him a taste of what he's yearninag
for.’”  Rusk received the order from  the aid,
and rode up to Mower, and usked him if he had
any orders, A L

““Noue,!” he said. ¢ Drop right down there,??
pointing to the crossing, **throw your men in,
aud clear that rond, 1 wish to get te the river.
If you don't do it right I'll know it. That's all,
now go !

Ensk got his command in positlon, and
charged aown the narrow canseway that led to
the ford, and which was swept by the shell and
musketry of the enemy. His men were cut
down in dozens, but they persevered and gained
the position after a desperate contest. In the
charge.a shell cut the brow-band of the bridle
of the colonel’s horse, which fell to the ground
and threw the rider over his head. The latter
serambled to his feet, and, although considerably
bruised, headed the column on foot.  The same
shell took ol the head of his bugler and killed
two other men who were immediately behind !
him. The tremendous cannonade demoralized |
the stail of Mower, who were following inthe |
rear of Rusk’s column, and they thok eover by -
leaving the causeway and taking refuze in the |
swamp, but found  that route impassable, and -
were obliged 1o dismount and make their way
on foot. |

Col. Rusk ecavried the crossing.’ I madea |
erossing,” he suys, *‘and was successful—aseT
thought, very successful. I reported back to
Mower, who ordered  another brigade
in  to relicve wus, and then we went
back. into camp.” He bad scarcely reached
camp when a messenzer from Mower ordered
him to report to headquarters. Rusk was noa-
plussed at the reception of this order, 8s be was
not eertain a4 to wimtlmr e was to be commend-
ed or condemned for what he has done. “Lwas
in doubt," said the governor; * Mower used to
get a little full at times, and 1 did not know
what to expect.” ITe “fixed up” and rode over to
Mower's quarters. Col. Christianson was stand-.

- —

anid offered to carry in any message which he

wished to send. Husk replied that he bad been

ordered to report to Mower, and must see him

in person.  Just then Mower from within the .
tent called: * Come in! Come in!”

Col. Rusk pulled aside the flap of the tent, en-
tered, and saluted the geperal, The  latter
glom:l at him for an instant, and then safd:

* Yes, sir; I sent for you, You are theonly
man in this army, or any other army that I ever
saw, who eonld ride further into hell than

B
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mc_l?

‘I thank you, but I can’t do that, as I never
drinle.?”

“Youdon't? Well, T should like to know
how a man can ride so far into hell without tal-
log a drink. Do you cat

“Certuinly T do, 2and would be glad to do so
naw, us I have not had a bite since morning. ™

Mower ordered sunpper, und “always from
that time on,” says the governor, “he treated
me with the greatest kindness and consideration
up to the day of his death, I never asked any-
thing from bim doring the remainder of the
service that I failed to get.  The last time 1 met
him was at the reunion in Louisville, shortly be-

fore his death.”?

V.

In conversation with an oflicer who had been -

with Gov. Rusk during s military caveer the
wriler "was informed that he was a mode] sol-
dier. He never draok a glass of liquor of any
kind, and devoted his entire attention to the
duties of his position. He was exeecdingly
popular with his ecommand, looked after its in-
terests and comfort, and “stood by them™ on
all ocensions, He was always very fearless and
cool, never hesitated to expose himself, and had
three horses Killed under him during his service.
The same informant gave the details of an en-
gagement near Atlanta on the day on which Me-
Pherson was killed, and in which the governor
+ in his eagerness had passed beyond the skirmish
| llne and waa surrounded aod ovdered to sur-
render by a gquad of the enemy. He refused,
vand, drawing his revolver, turned his horse's
head and spurred toward the federal lines under
' a shower of rifle bullets, A coufederate soldier
. barred his progress with a lowered bayonet, but
was killed by a shot from the federal officer’s
pistol. Ile reguined his lines, being but slightly
I wounded, but lost his sword and bad his horse
i killed'in his fight.
| ““He was perfectly fearless,” sald the old sol-
I

dier, “whether in line of battle or ou the skir-

mishline or in action, and, above all, was hope-

ful'under all circumstances. He never wavered
Cin his belief that the confederates wonld be de-
feated, and a bundred times asserted bhe wonld
neéver leave the service till the last armed rebel
had laid down his arms.””

When his regiment was mustered out at Mad-
fson at the close of the war his officers and men
united in the preparation of a letier in which
their commander was spoken of in the higheso
possible terms as one ** than whom theve is
uone more gallant and dannF,” who * asked
nothing and recelved Mitle,” and who was at
onge a ** gentleman, a soldier, and a hero.” lHe
was also highly commended in 4 letter sent him
by Gen, Sprague, under whom he served during
the greater portion of his military career.

V.
One of the most marled events of his guher-

Mower, and 1 want you to tale a driok with™

natorfal life was developed in the ease of s rall- |

i

way which had been granted lands by the state,

It commenced operations, and the vontractors
failed, with nearly a thousand laborers on their
bands, withoat any mouey or food, and remote
from any point which could bereached by arail-
way. The residents of the yvicinity sent a tele-
gram  to  the governor, in  which it
was stated  that they were powerless to
protect  themselves  against the  labor-
ers, who were threatening, violenee, and who

were without money and means of subsistence,

and asked that be send thew assistance. It was
in January, the weather savagely cold, and the
¢ondition a seriond one, The governor at once
telegraphed in reply that the men must be noti-
fied to do no dameage, and that supplies wouald
be sent them at cuce.  The reply came that the
men were turbulent, and asking for a military
force to keep order.  In his answer he refused
to send troops, making the memorable assertion
that the “men needed bread, and not bayo-
netsl™ 9

woon after the leeislature was in session, and
at the suggestion of the governor a clause was
introduced into a bill providing for the trapsfer
of the land  to another company to the effect
that the new company must agree to liguidate
the indebtedness of the original one. The biil
was earried, and the laborers were all paid to
the last penny of their claims, Abous
$78,000  was o this  way paid to the
men, with the resuit that Gov. Rusk acguired a
popularity among the lnboring classes which no
olber public man in the state has ever possessad.
Tibe clamor for militia aod ritles, haa it been
favorably responded to, would have resulted in
murder; as the dificulty eventuated under his
bumane management, not a dollar of property
was destroyed, not a life was lost, all the claims
were paid, and  the governor justly secured au
enviable reputation [or o humane auwd sagueious
furesight.

MISCELLANEOUS SUMMARY.

“ Accident has oceasionally been of essential
benefit to the governor,’ said a gentleman who
has known him for many years. *As, foriu-
stance, it was one of these lucky accidenis
which first made him sheriff.  One morniong
there came Lo his farm, and asked for some re-
freshment, 3 man driving a siogle horse ina
bugey. He was given what he asked for, and
soon after drove away. Within ashorttime some
oflicers came along in pursuit of a horsethief, and
learned that the man who had stopped for some-
thing to eat was the person for whow they were
in search. A query at once was started a3 to
the course which the fHeeing thief had taken,
and the sherlfl’s ofiicers decided to follow one
trail; when they bad left the governor coneluded
to follow the only other coursewhieh the fugitive
could take, He wmounted a swift horse aud
pursued the road leading to Kickapoo. ;




‘shown in mastering the man, suggested him us

! g osoldiers’ reunion at Miunewpolis.

“ After many miles of hot riding, he overtook
the bugey in which was the oflender, fast usleep,
having been worn out with fatizue. Withont a
moment's besitation, the pursuer sprang from
his horse into the vehicle, and single handed,
after a severe strugole, secured the crimioal.
“he sagacity displayed in picking out the route
chosen by the bhorse-thief, the courage in attael-
fng him without auy avms, aml the strengih

& suitable cundidate for sherlid”
I1.

Something of the same kind oceurred whea he
wus nominated for governor, the fivst time, in
1881, The demoerats had strong hopes of elect-
{ng their man, for the reason that there wore
two otler vickets in the feld—the regular re-

. T A [}
publican and a prohibition tieket. The conven- |
tion which had nominated Rusk had dealt gin-
gerly with the probivition guestion with Ll view
of making as few enemies as possible smony the
probibition and anti-probhibition elements.,

After he was placed in nomination the un-
heard-of thang oeenrred to the governor that he
might, with advautage to himself, * do sowe-
thing more than the conveotion had dove,™ as
he expresses i, Thereupon he wrote a letter to
the ehairman of the state central republican come
wittee, o which be came out  sguare-
ly on  the prohibition issue, and  ane
nounced that he  disagreed  with  the
prohibitionists  in  their elain  that  pro-
hibitery Inws had proved suceessluly and added
that these laws were far from doiog the work
demanded of them, He also said that the ques-
tion of prohibition was purely a moral one, and
should under no circumstances be permitted to
enter into politics,

This is probably the first ease on record in
which a candidate [or a bigh office has taken a
pomination on a plutform epunciated by the
body whieh has named him and then procecded
to change materially the issue prezented by his
party. ‘There s an sudaclty, a novelty in this
proveeding which Is without & parailel.” Were it
the cnstom of candidates to take nominations
on cerlain platforms, and whben in the feld to
medily them aecording to their favey, the en=
“tire parly situation would be revolutionized.

Mhis audacious innovation had a very happy
result, It streugthened him very materindy |
with the German element, which is very power-
ful in Wisconsin, and undoubtedly contributed
largely to his suceess.  Lis influence - with the
Germans §s very polent; and the same way be
guid of the laboring and farming clusses,
At the last election he ran eeveral thousand
ahead of the national ticket, which compliment -
he atbributes to the hold he has on the above
glement and the old soldiers,

Speaking of the old sodiers Tecalls dn anee- |
dote coneerning the style in which he attended |
e was

| purchased a couple of cigurs, 1

invited to |.l.l.: present with his stafl,” sayas the ac-
count, ** but instead of appearing with a gorge-
ous military escort he took with him a squad of |
crippled veterans, payiog all their expenses ata
first-class hotel.  There was not a man’ in the
party that had not lost an arm or a leg, or was |
not desperately wounded in some part of his
body.,  Their appearance was the feature of the
reunion, and the old fellows still talk of their
trip with the governor.”™
IlL

The governor relates with considerahle en- I
joyment an ipeident which occurred in 13351,
when he was the eandidate on the republican
ticket for governor, and Kanouse was candidate
for the same position, and was supported by the

‘probibivion element.  Tne vwo candidates hap-
Cpened to meet at Sparta, in the botel where

there was a gathering of Moethadist preachers,
A good deal of badinage and joking took place

‘between the two aspirants and the clerieal gens

tleman in regard to the coming election and the |
prospeets of the candidates. Finally Kanouse

“Pake one, governor,” he sald, as he prof-
fered one of the weeds to his rival.

“Thank you!" was the reply. *I never have
smoked in all my life.™ i
At onece the preachers pave a rattling cheer
for the man who had never smoked. Ome of |
them, a venerable old figure, some three-score

and ten in his vears, broke oun:

“ You never smoked! I will vote for yon. I
have rought that filthy weed, tobaceo, for more
than fifty years, Mr. Kanouse, 1 will never sup-
port you [” .

Here was annther instanee In which acecident
econferred a great benefit on the governor.  The
preachers who had bheard the conversation be-
came severally missionaries for his election.

IV,

The residence of Goy. Husk {s situated on the
blufl of one of the lakes. The front is on the |
most wealthy, pretentious, and aristocratie
street of the town.  Lhe residences of the viein-
ity are all detached, and have the appearance of
villas with their spacious grounds, beautifully-
kept lawns, and shade trees.  All of them lie

. high above the lake, down to which the surface
| is sometimes smoothly sodded, amd others fin-

islied in terraces.

" The splendid residence occupiced by the gov-
ernor has conpeeted with it something of a ro-
manee, It was built by a very wealthy manu-

{ facturer named Thorpe, who Lved at Eau
| Claire, but who construeted the Madison house

for a summer, or ¢ occasional,” resldence. It
was his daughter who marrled Ole Bull, the fa-
mous violinist, and who made his acquaintance
while the artist, on a professional visit to the
capital, was the guest of the father.




In the reir of the mansion I8 a =mall |

summoer-house  of a  bricht and  rother
fasutastic style of architcetnre and  dec-
orated with high colors, which is some-

what famous as being the place in which
Longfellow wrote his poem entitled “The Four
Lakes.” The view Irom the reur baleony is a
most eharming one, s muech g0 that an appre-
clntive observer who sees it at its besty, and who
then reads the deseription of the poet, will be
forced to copelude that he falled to do it jus-
tiee, A daughter of the poet wus mareied 1o a

| son of the original owner of the place, =0 that
| the associalions of the house are doubly inter-

| even slight allusion

woven in an art wool representing the genius
of two continents,

The covernor has an album  in 4vbich is the
orfginal text of the Longfellow munuscript, antd

which, 03 4 matier of course,
wvalue.

The home of the governor 1s not only rich am]'

isof a priceless

i

palatialin its consiruction, bt fn its decova- |

tions, and is in every respecta fit representative
of a powerful aud wealthy state, The mistress
of the mansion and a daughter received the vis-
itor. Mrs, Itusk is a lady with a warm face and
sympathetic eyes, who, like the daungbter, was
L]Jr::u!imliu deep mournicyg, whose huce was re-
fleeted fu the sadness of  their countennnecs.
Not long since a sister of the one and daughter
of the other suddenly, und with but little an-
ticipation of such a result, was ealled to an-
other life. .

The blow was as terrible as It was unexpected.
The young ludy was one ol culture, o exquisite
refinement, unusual intelligence, and the pos-
gegsor of superior social qualitics, She was the
oreanlzer, the hostess, the life of the receptions
which were given at the executive mansion
during the winter sessions of the Tegislature.
She was universally adimired by those wio were
her sequaintavees, and loved by those who
knew her. She was the favorite child of her
father, aud ber loss secis to him ireeparable;
to Ler semds a quver of
anguish through his stalwart frame. A per-
ceptible gloom pervades the house which she
once brightened, and is reflected in the moura-

| lnivusuncnls and sad faces of the inmates,

“his accomplished and aifectionute

ov. Rusk is a dowestic man in all the hetter
A bereavement such s
him in the loss of
danehter is
one that reaches the VEry marrow of his soul.
The character of the furnishing’of the execu-
tive mansion 18 rich and artistie in its most su-
lient features. It has in the preseuce ol the
governor amd  his furotly an air ol refinement
that is very pereeptible, and  suggestions in
abundgnee  of a domestie life which, within it-
galf, and nndisturbed by such an intrusion as it
Las of late sufTered in theloss of one ol its mein-
berg, must be Telicitous to an unusual degree. |

genses of the term,
that which has just befallen

. CONCLUSION.

Gov. Rusk comes of a prolifie parentage, there
having been ten ehildren born to his father and
mother, of whom bhe is the youngzest, and of
whom seven were boys, By his first marringe
with Mary Martin, the governor bud three chil-

‘ren, and by his second martiage to Elizabeth”

Johnson, i 1855, he had four, two of whom ara
lving. Iis mother reached the ageof 83,
and  from the magniticent — appearance
of her youngest son, he is destined to enjoy
an equally long lease of life, Ile has never im-
paired his vitality by suy of the execases not un-
common among men in publie life, and he pos-
gesses nn equable dispesition which prevents
Lis being harassed by excitements or worn by

irritation. Ile is one of the * good old stock” |

«o often heard of, but so rarely seen; one whosa
cervous system has suffered no demoralization,

and whose fuvetions bave undergone no depre- |

clation.

In a sketeh of him written three years ago it !
js gaid: * The present occupant of the ‘execu- |

tive chiair of Wiseonsin is a man who tips the |

beam at 250 pounds, and has in him o heart pro-
portionate to the size of his budy. .. . In the
expression of opinions as well as in movemsants,

be is cool and deliberate, and evidently does |

not believe in rushing things, but does not hes-
itate to shonlder the respounsibility wheun the
Lime to aet  has come.  No one will ever find
Gov, Itusk o coward physically, morally;
or politteally. He does not jump to con-
clusions guickly,

but, when he decides what

to do, is able to rive substantial reasons theres |

for. e is o large man, with a kindly face, an
atmmdance of hwr, a full beard pretty well zil-
vered, and licks n his demcanor that self-gatis-

tied, peeutiariy offeusive diguity 8o often seen
b '

amonyg viliclal luoinares.”
I

Tle is beld in greab respect by the people. A
citizen said of bim: *He pays the greatest al-
tention to details,7and is thoroughly informed
as to everything that is golug on. There 15 1o
possibility of any smonkey-work’ taking place
withont his knowledge. He is intensely prac-

tieal, very observing, aud faultless in nis habits,

as e never  drinks anything in the shape of
liquor, and nses tobaceo in no form. He has'a
most estimable family, and is himself very do-
mestic in his tastes, and very warm-heated. e
is an Intuitive reader of hinman nature, and his
first impressionsulways dominate and give shape
to his conclusions, He decides promptly in
emergeneies, and clings to. a conclusion with.
pertinacity. People do not at first aiways un-

derstaud him, but they inyvariably like aod re- |
gpect himowhen they  cotne (o know Litg, He

ks lopy aod lasting friends, and 18 especially
g favorite among Lhe farmers, who always come
tw visit bim.? )

Gov. Rusk isnot an erator, but he is an im-
pressive talker. He converses with his aundi-
cuees very mueh as he does with a single listen-
er; bie i plain, withont afleetation, logical, aud
possessed of a winoing manoer,




| not withered by social cxecsses; the boy be- |

TilL .
© A childhood speut on a farn affords apportu-
nity for the development of a chiracter of a
high averasge of excellence, Industry is one of
the necessities of this phase of ocenpation, for
itisonly by persistent toil that eatisfactory
results are obtained.  One thus educated learns |
the necessity of economy, There is no opportu- |
uity for extravaganes: rivaley in display and ex-|
penditure finds wo opporiunity for existence, |
Persenal integrity and cleauliness in life are
obligatory ‘in the farming communities, where
the sparseness of population subjects each mem-
ber to the supervision of the others. The op-
pertunities for dissipation are not presented, as
in crowded commuuities, and hence there is po
Lluntiug nor impairment of the vital forces in
fierce excitements. The freshuess of youth is

[ comes 4 man and retains the simplicily, the|

nor snecessful as  a political fntrizuant, but he
' s, of all men, the character to which it is safe

| bonesty, excellent judgment, personal

purity of Lis boyhoud.,  Much of the tine, lim-|
ited to himsell in his labor, he becomes reflect- |
fve, forms his coneluslons . throurh his own un-
aided processes, and thus acquires o mental in- |
dependence,  Apart from the corruptions of the
great cities, he imbibes no remissness of opinion
In regard to moral or political laxity ; what oth-
ers often regard with toleration he views asa
erime, .

Thus indnstrious from mnecessity, drilled In
habits of cconomy, free from the” bane of ex-
travagant display, oblized I'rom his comparative
isolation and the inspection to which he is sub-
Ject to Jead a correct life, with nerves unshaken
Ly gocial dissipation or the excesses of intem-
perahice, conscious of rectitude in his own life
and generously trustiul of others, the wan born
and reared on the farm secures gualities which
make bim the possessor of an unassailable man-
hood,  He mny not be briliiant as un orator,

tointrust the management of public afairs in
which the qualitics demanded are unswerviag
sell-re-
apeet, and an accurate perception of the rights
involved in issues which cume befors him foc
settlement,

OT such birth and rearing,'and such a result,
is Gov. Rusk, Porivro.

»

1 WISCONSIN AN

CUGHT TO BE AND MAY BE
GROVER OLEVELAND'S
SUCCESSOR.

The Rusk Boom Has Been Stead-
ily Growing for More Than a
Year--Opinions of Congressmen
--Press Cpinions--What a Prom-
inent Wisconsin Man Says About
the Governor--He Is Sure of an
Hnthusiastic Wisconsin Delega-
tion.

A large proportion of the republican
press of Wisconsin has expressed itselfin
favor of the nomination of Governor Rusk
for the presidency. It has been known
for some months that the delegation from

. Wisconsin will give him its cordial sup-

port. Indeed, there ave very few repub-
licans in the state who are not hoping for
his nomination.

Leading papers of the Easternand New
England states have repeatedly referred
to G.wernor Rusk as an available candi-
date, :

e




A distinguished Wisconsin man, who is
respected by men of hoth parties, in a re-
cent letter to a- friend in this city, spoke
thus truthfully and enthusiastieally of the

1 like what vousay about Gov. Rusk.
You do not overrate him in the least. 1
have gtudied hiow carefully and I think
him a very able man, and a very good
| man, He would not only make a very ex-!

cellent and available candidate, but if
elected, an able President,

1. He is n thoughtful, cool and dispas-
sionate man.of sound judgment.
« 28 He is highly eduoated in the college
of gheervation and experience, and he is

i way. Onegentleman

popular Wisconsin governor: { Rusk, personally; have known him man

terest to Wisconsin people to know that?
the name of their honored governor waa
frequently mentioned in a most kindly
& CODgressman
from a western state, said: “I know J erry

years; was in congress with him and
know himto be as straight haired a man
[as ever lived. It is true that he has not
i a college education, but - he has as much
golid common sense as any man 1 ever
became acquainted with. I would like to
see him nominated by the ‘republican
party. While I am among the millions
who believe that he did just what washis
plain duty in subduing " the Milwaukee
riots, I can see that 1t would be used
against him in the most vigorous manner
as a presidential eandidate. Why, it
would not be ten days after his nomina-

well posted on ali matters of stale.

3. He made a first-class congressman
for several terms, and no one bad more
ipersonal and political influence in that
body.

4. 'Wisconsin never had as able and ex-
cellent a governor as he has been for sev-
eral terms. How earefully he looks over
and studies the bills befors he signs them
and how judiciously, ves, and judicially,
he examines the evidence and the laws'
in pardon cases. |

5. He was a good soldier and able com- |
mander, and the old soldiers love him.

6. He ig a man of great firmnesz and de-
cision and is fearless in protecting the
public peace,

7. He is kind, tender hearted and be-
nevolent. ]

8, He is to-day the most popular man
in Araerica, and entirely unobjectionable.
They may talk about his capability. 1
know that he is capable and wonld make
a first-class President,

But again: He came up from the ranks
"of labor and he sympathizes with labor,

He is a noble looking man and splendid
‘specimen of manhood. I don’t speak po-
litically, but personally, when I say that

"I think his candidacy would excite more
enthusiasm among the people than that

l'of any other man spoken of.

#*
*

A Washington correspondent writing to
a Wisconsin. paper concerning the repub-
lican candidate for i888, said:  Your cor-
vespondent has heard a good many men
discussing the presidential question dur-

1tion before we would see bigz two-page

tit wonld do him good,  Yon ask why?

il of the republican candidate would lose no

ents of o company of state militin with
Jerry Rusic looming up in command of
them, firing into a company of laboring
men‘l?

A gentleman of the eompany, a senator,
who bad gaid but litle up to this time,
began to walk the floor, and said: “That
will not amount to a continental so far as |
injuring the candidate, I really believe |

Suech a picture as that would be incorrect
to begin with, It would be alieon the
face of it, for it was & vicious mob of riot-
ers, and you may be sure that the friends

time in getting a companion piece that
would show the true state of affuirs. That
companion piece would show hundreds of
fieree men, some of them under the influ-
ence of strong drink, marching throngh a
a great city driving thonsands of workmen
from their places, threatening to destroy
property, showing a disposition to over:
ride law, and, if necessary, destroy life,,
and then in another portion of the [;;ctumi
there would be displayed a lightning

train runuing from Madison to Milwaukee, |
{bearing the governor, who, when he’
| reached  the city, after having made a!
personal examination, decided that the
safety of property and life demanded that
he, as the governor of the state, in re-
sponse to a call from the sherifll and
mayor, say the word that would vputa
stop to lawlessness and render secure
property and life. Such a picture as that
wonld offcet the otherone. I tell you
that suech n picture as you have men-
tioned would prove a baumerang.”
Another gentleman said, ‘“and. you
must take into account that the turbu-
Jent, riotous, lawless element among the
labor class isonly a small element com-
ared with the whole army of labovers.

ing the past few days, and it will be of in-

he great mass of the honest laborers of |




the country  are law-abiding, good citi-}
vens, and love their country as well as
any- one  loves ‘it, and would be as|
quick to resent any attack upon it or its|
institutions, as any body. Jerry Liusk has
{been alaboring ‘man nearly all his life;
he was a farmer, a stage-driver, can runa
threshing machine as well as any man in
Wigeonsin, was a poor boy and is nota
rich man now by any means, though he
has  bad plenty of opportunities to be-
come rich. How wou‘ a picture of Jerry |
Rusk running a threshing machine, take ||
with the public? So, when the turbulent,
lawless, un-American gangs make war
upon him for having (FUDB simplv his|
duty and prevented thee destruction of |
property and the loss of life, you would |,
see the honest laboriug element of the|
country defending him for that which |
you said might work to his injury.” |
. 'Then there is another thine to take,
into account. Were that kind of a fight
made upon the republican candidate for

resident, every man of wealth, every
one who has property to defend, and who
has more than a personal interest in see-
ing the laws of the land obeyed,no mat-
ter whether he be democrat or republi-
can, would beon the side of the man who
fearlessly did his duty and checked Inw-
Jessness and punished the lawless. All of
thia talk about the Milwaukee riots en-
dangering the prospects of the republican
Earty in case it nominates such a man as
erry « Rusk, is moonshine. Why, you
remember in 1868 and again in 1872, the
democrats paraded General Grant as a
wholesale butcher in thousands of arti-
cles, written both for circulars and the
ress, and every true American—every-
ody who loves justice and hates injustice,
was Grant’s friend instead of being made
his enemy by such demagogical condnet.”
That little party broke up regarding Gov-
ernor Rusk as an available man for the

republican nomination in 1888,
-

% W%

It is reported from New York that Mr.
Conkling has declared that Gov. Rusk, of
Wisconsin, could carry New York for the
republican party, and in his judgment is
perbaps the strongest nomination that
conld be made. Thereapon the friends
of the bluff old governor have started a
boom for bim, and are pushing him_to
the front as a good eandidate to consider.
It will do mno harm to consider Uncle
. Jorr_;,r, n8 he'is one of the strongest men
1 in’tia Northwest, —Des Moinez (Iowa)
[Regiﬂer.

.3

o

[ If the. renublicans expect fo elect the
inext President they must earry New
York, and if they expect to carry New
York they must nominate some candidate
‘who will receive the active support of

Rogroe Conkling, and where is the candi”]
date who will so effectually consolidate
all the factions in the republican party as
{zov. Rusk, He is strong in every section,
— Lale Mills Leader,

-
*

Roscoe Conklicg has as much admira-

tion for Governor Rusk as Senator Saw-
f'er has love for Blaine, and the former
g expressed the conviction that Gov-
ernor Rusk, if given the Presidential
nomination, could carry the state of New
York, Roscoe Conkling is not the only
prominent man in the Xast who has ex-
pregsed that opinion.—La Crosse Republi-
can-Leader,
%‘& .

Rusk’s name is steadily advancing
towards the front. The personality of the
man, with his simplicity, solidity, and
straight-forwardness, shines among dou-
hle-dea]in!i trebly-opinionated politicians
like the full moon among lightning bugs.
Oh, Rusk would do, and would do right-
eously.— Whitewater Register,

i—‘l—

Having built a broad and consistent
platform, let us nominate a man who,
though he may not be as brilliant as Mr.
Blaine, ie just as brave; though he may
not be so learned, is just as loyal; though
he may not be as showy, is quite as safe.
A man who will seek confidence rather
than applause, and who will resthis claim
to fame upon acts rather thantospeeches.
Some man who will not bring perzonal
issues into the campaign,  We have just
such 4 man in Wisconsin,  Not “‘honest
old Abe;” but “brave old Jerry.” Not
“the black eagle of Illinois,” but ‘‘the
gray eagle of Wisconsin,” A man whose
common sense, unflinching nerve and
sterling integrity have elevated him from
the box of a stage coach to the guberna-
torial chair; whose metal stood the test of
the battiefield, in the halls of congress,
and in the face of the mob. He isem-
phatically a man of the people, commis-
sioned by nature as a leader who is in-

soired by the genius of common sense. It
will be objected that a western man can-:
not earry New York, We assert that
Jerry Rusk will have more strengthin
New York than any candidate yet men-
tioned. His candidacy will draw Mr.
Conkling from his long retirement, and
we shall see the great Achilles buckle o /
the armor again and smite the Trojans.—
Raecine Journal, ¢
o I
Governor Rusk gave in hism e a
text which workingmen  everywhere,
both rieh and. poor, would do well to
make the subject of carefl consideration.

“Every one’s right,” it runs, *to work for .
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himself; or forany one else, onsueh terms;
ag he may choose to make, mist be main-|
tained at'ail hazards.” That =avors inueh,
of the fundamen'al priveiplesof Anmerican

freedom.  Think it over and see il it does : : : 2
g Lo he had formed in congress or in national
not.—New York 1y “l”:”e' conventions and he was most cordially re-
T ' ceived, and we heard manv of the gentle-
Among the possible davk horses of 15855 men express the opinion that they wauld
Governor IRusk has & stall yery near the ' be glad to see him nominated for the
parade ground. Heis one of the biggest,| presideney by the republican convention.
troest, bravest r'md most level-headed men'! &t
in the west.—Sall Lct{:: { Utal) Trilune. With the exception of the Evening Wis-
" consin the republican papers of the state
Scorea point for Jeremiah Rusk— are unanimously in favor of the Wiscon-
“Uncle Jerry,” as the Wisconsin people sin delegation going mto the Chicago
call him  In his recent message to the convention solid for Rask, The Evening
legislature of his state, Governor Rusk, Wisconsin i8 the most enthuskastic Blaine
referring to anarchists and socialists, said: Paper in the state, and will' not hear
“They are as un-American as monarchy, patiently of nnmhe: name than Blaine’s
and as treasonable as secession.” as a standard bearer.—Milwaukee Corrés-
A ringing good sentence that; and it is - pondence of Chicago Tnter-Ocean.
the utterance of as true an American | >

€. ! ; »
spirit as lives, The country is not over-i Tt is mporged that Mr. Conkling has de-
burdened with honest, clear-headed men’ g!::]eddcﬂ:.g’t %%T:r%g:kl_{}lgkh?; 1 ‘5“;{35‘“!
in ]'}u.hlic life like “Uncle Jerry” Rusk. . party, and Mr. Gonkling’; judgn?gl;lt. 1;%:
| Eighteen months from present WrtIDg 5 oybstion of that kind is entitled to pro-

{the republican party, in convention . -
!aa&embPed, will be “taking account of found respELL-—bY.I;ouus_ Globe Democrat.

{gtock,” with a view of selecting sound %

_presidential timber. The orator who may A gentleman in California writing to the

‘be called npon to nddress that convention Wevauwega Chronicle says: ‘‘This is a
in behalf of Jeremiah Rusk will find inthe great Blaine state, but I often hear it
life, laboras and etate papers of Wisconsin's ' ‘guessed’ that the ‘davk horse’ is in Wis-
governor abundant material for a magnifi- eonsin’s stables, nud that his front name
bent nddress. “Uncle Jerrv” hasarecord is Jerry Rugk. Groom him well. Grovers
on which the republican party may safely free trade theories won’t work -out here,
‘and - successfully appeal to the honest where their crying noed is manufac-
|voters of this country.— Chivago Mail. tories,”

Chicago, the party;after gapper, went to™
the state house, the assembly holding an
evening session, The governor met many
of the leading men, whose acquaintance

i
* 'l** Sy

E 3 BT iy
The Manitowoe Tribune eave a spicy Governor Rusk hash dlongex ce
colamn reply to the Jeening Wisconsin's in public life, both in congress and as
recent  ill-advised article in which it governor of the state, has won the respect
tabooed the idea of Governor Lusk for and confidence of the _Pubhc. He has
the presidency. So much is quoted from |shown distinguished ability as an execu-
the I}Hbum‘s article: The writer wasone tive oflicer; he has sound judgment,
of the eommissioners to Gettysburg last courage, n_ud independence of character.
summer, the governor being one of theAs a candidate, his wanld receive the cor-
party. - There were other delegationd’ dial support of all republicans as an hon-
there, one from Maine headed by thelate est, capable and patriotic man. Hence,
Governor Bodwell, and from New Hamp-we do not {think there is any im({mr_:-pnel:j.r
ghire and Rhode Island. They were in the talk about him a8 a candidate for
representative men from those states; the presidency.—State Journnl.
they were the men who had hurled back

L

tebel legions, and resisted the incompar-
able charge of Picket’s splendid division;
those men epoke enthusiastically of the
vernor as a presidential candidate, first
ecause of his splendid record as a soldier
and secondly because of his record as an
execntive who dare do his duty in the
face of threatening danger. On the home-
ward trip the party arrived in Harrisbu
!late in the afternoon, and, having severa
‘hours to wait - for the through™ train to

from Cemeterv Ridge and Round Top the -

40




Knapp House Architectural History

By Jeffrey Dean, State Preservation Planner. State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 1972.




The appearance of this house today is most likely very similar to its original appearance. During
the years three porches have adorned the house, starting in the 1850’s with a small front porch
flanked by a bay window to the left, which no longer exists. Around 1898 a rambling porch was
added which swept across the front of the building and down its southwest fagade. In turn, this
porch was removed more recently and replaced with the present small porch supported by two
lonic columns in front of two lonic pilasters.

The house is built of indigenous sandstone from the Westport quarry, as are many of Madison’s
other aristocratic mid-19th century houses. Unlike the others, however, this house has an
asymmetric facade composed of three blocky masses. To the right of the entrance is one-story,
flat roofed stone projection with a pair of deeply-recessed windows which are unadorned by
hooded moldings. Other windows in the facade are also deeply recessed, but have generous
hood moldings with keystone motifs. These richly-formed windows, casting marked shadows, are
the most striking feature of the main elevation, closely followed by the generous eaves of the roof
which are supported on large brackets. These brackets are paired at corners, which are further
embellished by recessed panels under the eaves. On the northeast elevation is a white, one-story
bay window.

Attached to the rear of the main body of the house is a subordinate stone wing, which is less
elaborately executed. The roof is lowered and the walls planes recessed, and the windows are
smaller with only plain lintels and sills. Roof brackets are also smaller, and are paired.

The house has a very gently sloped-hipped roof topped by a widow's walk. Four centrally-located
chimneys penetrate the roof.

The design of the house is unusually restrained for the mid-19th century, making it appealing to
one with contemporary taste. Assigning the proper “style” to a Midwestern building of this period
is oten hazardous because of the way styles quickly came and went, and because designers had
no qualms about combining styles which had been regarded as incompatible previously. This
house is a Victorian design with Italianate influences, a “style” shared with many other Madison
residences of the period.

Toward the end of the last century, a Norwegian formal terraced garden was built on the
northwestern lawn of this house. Though this garden is no longer preserved, traces of it can be
found today. The spacious lawns on this side of the house run down to the shore of Lake
Mendota, where a University of Wisconsin boathouse has been built only recently.

Historial articles about the Mansion

"Tax-Payer's Mansion"

In which Governors Will Reside. Romantic History of the New State Executive Mansion—Where
Ole Bull Took His Child-Wife—A Magnificent View. more...

[The (Milwaukee) Journal, April 13, 1885. 4 pages]

"A Granger Governorr"
Great story about Governor Rusk and descriptions of the city in these early times. more...

"An Historic House"
Story of the Executive Residence at Madison, Wis. Ole Bull Lived There Once more...
[The Minneapolis Journal, May 31, 1893; 2 pages. Nice Image]

"Madison’s Historic Old Homes Are Picturesque—Also Drafty"
Executive Mansion, One of the Oldest In City: Was Built In 1857 more...
[The Wisconsin State Journal, February 5, 1917]

"Executive Home in Madison to be Open Again™
Official Residence of Wisconsin Governors to be More Lively. more...
[ Milwaukee Sentinel. December 26, 1920. 3pages]


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8389&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=Milwaukee+Journal&lastName=&firstName=&qualifier=&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead=
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=2&orderby=&id=3354&pageNum=1&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Rusk&firstName=J.&qualifier=Governor&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead=
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8390&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Bull&firstName=Ole&qualifier=&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8999&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Rusk&firstName=J.&qualifier=Governor&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8392&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Delaplaine&firstName=George&qualifier=&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead

"Wisconsin ‘White House’ Born Same Year As Republican Party"
"The White House" of Wisconsin is one of the most historic residences in Madison. more...
[The Wisconsin State Journal, June 4, 1922; 2 pages]

"Governor’'s Home Scene of Early Social Life"
Society and Political History of State Made in Present Executive Mansion. more...
[Wisconsin State Journal, December 2, 1928]

"Making of a Home of the Governor’s Mansion"
Coming into own. more...
[The Milwaukee Journal, February 10, 1929; 6 pages; Photos]

"Executive Mansion Has Historical Background™

Executive Home Once Called ‘White House’. Governor’s Residence Owned by General White:
Bull Lived in it, too. more...

[The Wisconsin State Journal, March 2, 1930; 4 pages]

"Mansion Comes Into It's Own"
Within the large wide verandah-ed... more...
[The Wisconsin State Journal, June 22, 1930; 6 pages; blurry photographs]

"Knapp House is an intellectual and social heaven" more...
[University Communications; News@ UW-Madison and Wisconsin News weekly newspaper on
02/13/01]


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8393&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Bull&firstName=Ole&qualifier=&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8397&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Delaplaine&firstName=George&qualifier=&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8398&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Kohler&firstName=Walter&qualifier=Mrs.&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8391&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Bull&firstName=Ole&qualifier=&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/articleView.asp?pageno=1&id=8394&advanced=yes&headline=&newspaper=&lastName=Kohler&firstName=Walter&qualifier=Mrs.&year1=&year2=&city=&county=&mainhead=&subhead
http://www.news.wisc.edu/5802

Knapp House Graduate Center — Old Executive Residence
130 East Gilman Street
Madison, Wisconsin

Front (southeast) elevation

Brief History
The existing Knapp House Graduate Center (aka Old Executive Residence) was

originally built in 1855 by Julius T. White, and his wife Catherine, and was first known
as the “White House” to local residents in Madison. Mr. White was a prominent local
businessman and legislator. It was one of the first sandstone mansions in what would
become known as Mansion Hill. White was a local art collector and had a leading role in
the artistic and social life of Madison until his departure in 1857. White sold the house to
George and Emeline Delaphine from whom he originally purchased the land. In 1868,
they sold the house to J.G. Thorp and his white Amelia Chapman Thorp from Eau Claire,
Wisconsin where they had compiled a fortune in the lumber industry. In 1883, the Thorps
sold the mansion to Governor Jeremiah Rusk who lived there for two years. He then sold
it to the State of Wisconsin for use as a permanent executive residence. All seventeen
governors from 1885 to 1949 lived in the house and maintained its social standing and
festive reputation in the community. In 1950, a new governor’s mansion was purchased
in Maple Bluff and the State sold the house to the University for $60,000 using earnings
from the Kemper K. Knapp endowment fund. Since that time the university has used the
facility for graduate student housing as the Knapp Graduate Center. That program has
recently been reorganized and move onto campus. The university is working with UW
System, the State of Wisconsin’s Department of Administration, and the Wisconsin
Historical Society to transfer the property.
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#7: Old Governors' Mansion

130 E. Gilman Street

1856

Constructed of locally quarried sandstone and designed in the Ralianate style, this house was originally
built for Catherine and Julius T. White, Secretary of the Wisconsin Insurance Company. The Whites sold
the house in 1857 to one of Madison's first settlers, George P. Delaplaine

and his wife, Emily. Delaplaine was secretary to Governors Farwell and Dewey and co-owner of one of the
largest real estate development firms in the city. In 1867 the house rose to greater social prominence when
itwas purchased by State Senator J. G. Thorp, a millionaire lumber baron, and his wife, Amelia. In 1870,
the Thorp's young daughter, Sarah, married Ole Bull, the world-famous 60-year-old Norwegian violinistin
ane ofthe most lavish weddings the town had ever seen. Governor Jeremiah Rusk acquired the house in
1883 and sold it to the State of

Wisconsin two years later. Conover and Porter designed renovations in 1897 which including a sweeping
wrap-around veranda with lonic columns, which was drastically reduced in size in the 1960s. The house
served as the executive mansion for seventeen governors from 1885 to 1950,

Designated January 17, 1972
Mational Register of Historic Flaces
Landmark Momination Form



Zimmerman has been more of a homs §our of 1L8 occupants have thrice
woman, her chief interest being the bheen elected, Rusk, La Follette, Phil-
well being of her husband and her fipp and Blaine. Three have had but
lwa hovs, lone term, Hoard, Upham and Zim-

For 47 vears this tine old structure imerman, while the others have had
has housed 11 Badger governors. | twao.

Coming Into Own

The Milicankee Journal

February 10, 7020




HE executive mansion in

man st., is not all that
could he desired in the
& way of a home. It turns
an aged, indifferent sandstone back
to the icy gales from Lake Mendoba.
Inside high cluttered
roobs hardly two picces of furnituve
could ecall eaclhh olher brother. The
drawing room shrieks with discord-
ances of overstufled, arm
chairs, of heavy, gilt framed mirrors,
knick knacks of soris, ornate fringe
dripping lamp shades.

Mrs. Waller ilohler, its new mis-
tress and the firsi lady of the slate,
loves beautiful things. But she does
not sit down in the midst of that room
and bewail ils lack of harmony. She
hangs one of her own piclures—a Jo-
nas Lie landseape, “Northern Hills,”
lovely in green and blues—above a
mantel from which she 0Orst removes
dangling glass prism eandlesticks and
a vase patterned like ameba.

its ceilinged,

motiled

‘. THAT she would like to do is to re-

furnish the house in the manner
in which it was furnished when the
state took it over from Gov. Jeremiah
Rusk. She would like to restore to it
original picees of furniture which are
scattered all over Wisconsin and Illi-
nois.

Consulting the Wisconsin State IHis-
torical library, she has found that the
upstairs rooms were furnished with
heavy carved black walnut. In the
guest room still stands the massive
~bed in which Ole Bull, famous Nor-
wegian violinist, slept, when as the
son-in-law of the Thorpes he visited
the home., Mrs. Kohler laughs as she
tells the oid story of how it had to be
taken apart and hoisted over the ve-
randa because it was too big to get in
the house any other way. )

Joseph Thorpe, from whose family
the house was bought by Gov. Rusk in
1882, has written her from Cambridge,
Mass., that the downstairs rooms
boasted blue and white velvet furni-
ture, with metal lions’ heads on the
arims and backs of the chairs,

That, Mrs. Kohler thinks, does not
sound so very attracltive, and after
all, the main thing is to see tlie home
furnished in keeping with the stately
beauty and dignity of its architecture,

Madison at 130 East Gil- .

- ALL that, however, depends on the

state ]Jegislature, which must de-
clde whether Wisconsin shall retain
the mansion as it is, refurnish it, or
build a new one., It deesn't matter
too much to her what the decision is,
Mrs. Kohler says., She’s a “cheerful
soul,” and can be happy. everl though
she can make no definite plans until a
decision is reached. In the mean-
time, she makes the best of things as
they are; consults with the state archi-
tect: hangs pictures; sends for her
books.

Her choice in reading, by the way,
runs mostly to historical novels, biog-
raphy and philosophy. She is, she
says, deeply interested in religions and
philosophy.

This petling settled in one house,
keeping up another in Kohler, ful-
filling her responsibilities as chairman
of the art department of the Feder-
ated Women's Clubs, entertaining, an-
gwering the thousand and one calls
that are made on her doesn't leave

much time.

,;\ MAN who has been unpacking pic-
£X tures in the basement comes into
the room with one of Mrs. Kohler's
most treasured possessions. It 15 a
portrait of Isaac Barre, by Benjamin
West.

"I picked it up in London,” she ex-
plains, as she tries it. now in this
place, now in that, for the best light.
“He was the man, you know, who up-
held our cause in parliament against
taxation. I saw the portrait in a shop.
I went home and told Mr, Kohler, ‘I've
found something lovely—something
we can live and be happy with,” so he
went to see it and he let me have it.

“And now"--she is satisfied with its
position, “Look, doesn't it resemble
Mr, Kohler? The forehead and the
nose—they look like his family. And
the chin, don't you see the resem-
blance there?”

EFORE she went to Madison, Mrs,
Kohler planned some of the things
she was going to do. She would take a
course in art at the state university.

She would spend many quiet, happy
afterncons at the library. She would
skate across Mendota, all the way
across, with the wind blowing in her
face.

Those things still remain to be done.
The little orange and blue skating out-




fit which she purchased—-"with a
skirt, because I think I ought to wear
one,' rather than breeches,”—hangs
forlornly in the closet. It has seen no
service.

The governor's wife looks very much

like a wistful little girl as she sits up‘
very straight on the footstnull she has
chosen and gazes out the wu.ldo'\'.r at
the snow swirling in from the lake.
“I must—I simply must, get out: my
high shoes, and at least tramp around
o little,” she says, almost rebellious-
ly. “I love the ountdoors. When I was
a little girl down in Kenosha, I was

often called on by my brothers to fill
in for a bascball nine. And we used
to row—out on Lake Michigan—with
those nice spoon oars. But there's so
much to do—and I'm so tired. I make

them—she goes more than half way to
make friends with them, and she .lji.as
hosts of friends. But she.has‘reseu es,
and dignity, this diminutive gray
haired woman.
Her most infor
you feel, will be pleas
lightiul oceasions, but

mal {’nt-ert.aiument&
ant, happy, de-
thev will never

pe ones of boisterous jol‘ﬁt.y._ I‘tﬁrs.
Kohler sets the tone of any gathering
she creates an at-

bv her presence.

i iar WL,
mosphere that 18 peculiarly her oF

She never slouches—she selecls always
a backless or a straight backed chair—
and you feel that she would have small
use for mental slouchiness or for con-
versational carclessness,

Hers is a marvelous vitality, a zest
for living, but she surrounds herseifl
instinctively with the sgood, the fine
things of life, discarding the shoddy,

out little lists, so I'll be sure not to for- the flashy, the cheap, Hevs, too, is a

get anything.”

broad sympathy with, and considera-
tion for, people. It is easy to under-

NE of the things the governor's stand both the casy comradeship and

wife will not forget to do, is to

visit little Willie Walker, a crippled In-
dian boy at a Madison hospital, who
shows talent modeling in soap. Mrs,
Kohler thinks it will be possible to
show him how to twrn his talent to
account in making things which could
be sold to tourists.

To uncover talent anywhere is not
only part of her work as chairman of
the art department of the Federated

Women's Clubs; it is also her pleasure. |

she is enthusiastic over plans for the
Sheboygan county art exhibit Feh. 19,
to whieh everyone in the county.who
paints or sketches or models in elay is
asked to contribute. She goes about
the state speaking on art before wom-
en's clubs.

The Helen Mears Memorial School
Contest fund, which was founded in
1927 by Mrs. John F. Conaut, and
which the elub hopes to extend until
it is possible te have “The Fountain”
of Helen Mears cast in bronze and
presented to the state capitol, has her
heartiest interest.

‘A..THATEVER is done about the execu-

tive mansion, there will always be
people where Mrs. Kohler is. She
draws them to her. She likes (o meet

the deep respect with which her four
boys always treat her; easy to under-
stand the enthusiastic comments of
those who meet her even casually.

The first function in the executive
mansion was a dinner for members of
the state legislature Wednesday, Jan.
23. There will be other Wednesday
night dinners. Mrs, Kohler says, until
she and the governor have met per-
sonally every member of the senate
and of the assembly.

About the possible political activities
'in which her position as governor’s
wife may engage her, Mrs. Kohler
hasn't had time to think. She is not
bewildered, so much as overwhelmed,
by the numbsar of things into which
{he inouauralion piuaged her. She will
have to make an adjustment somehow,

she says.

III‘R plan to spend a part of every
week in Kohiler still holds good.

She worries a little that Walter, jr.,

may be lonely while she and the gov-

CLNOr are away.

“The youngest bay, Robert,” she
says, “is at school in the east. Another
boy is married and living in Chicago,
and snother is marrvied and living in
Kohler. That leaves Walter all alone.
He likes to read, though; he can ab-
sorh himself in books in the evenings,
and of course he can have his friends
in.”




Mrs. Walter B. Kohler, first lady of Wisconsin




The Koller home

at Koftler, Wis,
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THE TAX-PAYERS MANSTON.

IN WHICH GOYERNORS WILL RESIDE.

Romantic History ot the New State Ex-
coutive Mansion—Where Olo Bnll ]
wook His Ohild-Wife—A Mag- i
nificent View. i

. Mapsox, April 13, — [Special] - The
property purchased by the commissioner
under an act of the legislature, for an ex-
eculbive residence, is well adapted to the
purpose to which it will be put. It is lo-
cated en Kast Gilman street, and the waters
of Lake Mendota beat upou its lower mar-
gin. The grounds are ten roads broad and
extend back in a gentle slope to the lake
shore, a distance of more than 300 feet.
They are beautifuily located, and command
an extensive view of nearly the whole of
Lake Mendota. including the state insane
hospital upon the northern shore—iour
miles distant. That favorite elevation

' known as Maple Bluff, on McBride's Point,

| forming a portion of the northeast shove of

. the lake, is a econspicuous ohject which
meets the gaze of the admiring sighlszer as
ho stands upon the Jawn in the rear of the
exceutive mansion. Away off to the north-
west, low-lying on the bosom of the
water, is DPienic point, beyond which

the aommer -sun  sinks in  all
his effuigent beauty; and these same sun-
sets, which, it is_safe to say, cannot be
rivalled anywhere in the world, and which
have become famous in conneclion with
Mendota, can nowhere ba seen to betier
advantage than from the ground so recently
acquired by the state. The lanke shore of

: the grounds is a delightful epot in summer,
" and few indeed have been the evenings
since Gov. Rusk has oceupied the place,
when young people have not been there to

b enﬁy it. l

] pon the 6th of April, 1838, nearly fifty !

! yaars ago, the whole of the present site of/
! "% I, . . . .
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: Madison was _entered by James Doty, aftex

governor, and 8. T. Mason, who received a
| patent upon it from the federal govern-
| ment. This acquisition of course inelude
{ the land upon which now stands the execn-
tive residenca of the commonwealth, With-
in twelve months after the admission of
Wisconsin ns a state, this particular piece
of ground, a veritable jungle al Lbhe time,
eame into the possesaion of Dalaplaine and
Burdick, real estate dealers here at that
time, and who continue in the same busi-
ness to thizday, The two membera {rans-

in 1854, sold it to Gen. Julius L. White
aod A, L. Colling, the consideration being
$1,800. In 1855, White sold out to Collins,
and the next record shows that Mrs. White
had gained possession of the property.
Mrs., Emily T. Delaplaine owned it in
1857, several transfers having cccurred in
the interim.

While the land waa in the possession of
Mra, White in 1853, the beginning of the

ferred the properly back and forth be-
| tween themselves several times, and finaily, |

present executive mausion was made. It :

consisted of what is now the front part of
the structure, and instead of a broad hall-
way and two large rooms only on the firat
floor, na now, thera was the hallwey and
four rooma. The building was eonstructed
of Madison sandstone, and at the time of
its ereciion, even in its somewhat limited
form, was regarded as quite palatial.

|

It was occupied by the Delaplaine |

family till 1866, whea J. G. Thorpe, a
| wealthy Hau Claire lumberman, parchased
I:t, payiug therefor $15,000. This gentle-

| man mada very exlgnsive, a3 well za ex-|

| pensive, improvements in his newly ac-
" quired property. In fact, he hesitated at
- no expenditure which would tond to rendar
© it & most delightfol home for himeelf and
; family—a  wife and son and dauvghter.
First he purchased, for $2,000, a strip of
" land two rods in width, extending from the
. street 1o the Inke, along the west boundary
{ of the premises. Then he lavizhed §12,000
in the erecticn of a stone addition to the
i rear of the house, for dining-room, kitchen,
‘ele., and in removing several partilions
" from the interior of the front part, placing
it in substantially the condition itis to-day.
The grounds wers graded and terraced at
an expense of $1,000, and a barn and
billiard room, separate buildings, were
erzeied at a cost of 32,600, The last money
which Mr. Thorpe expended upon the prop-
erty was in 1880, when the introduction of
a hard-wood finish to the residencea absorbad
something over $2,500, thus making the en-
tire outlay on the property $34 000, which




. they met Qle Bull, the cclebrated Nor-
- wegian violinist, and on a beantiful Septem-

i
1

ineludes the $15,000 originally paid 'for it.”
Mra, Thorpe and her daughter were great

roamers and even the beauly asd elegancs

of their Madison home could not lure them .
from the fascination of travel. Tn their
tour of the old world they became infain-
ated with Bergen, Norway, and there, too,
a handsome home was purchased for them,
Bither there, or while residing in America,

ber day—the Gth—in 1870, a brilliant wed-
ding occurred in the parlor of Wisconsin's
new executiva residence, the groom being
beaming-faced, white-haired Ole DBull and
the bride, Mias Sara C, Thorpe, the only !
daughter of the wealthy Eau Claire lum-
berman. At thattime the groom was 60 years |
of age and the bride but Z0—surely a !
striking _combination of December and
May, This event, which was doubt- |
less  the eulmination of a series of |
thappy little romaneces, invested the |
placa with an interest which has ever ciung |
io it. The Thorpes resided here for several |
years after the marriage of the danghter, |
although they traveled much., Finaliy,
Mr. Tﬁc—rne returned to Kau Claire an
Mrs, Thorpe went to Boston, where, with
her son Joseph, who iascon to wed a daugh-
ter of the lamented Longflellow, ehe at pres-
ent resides in the house of James Russell

' Lowell, In 1880, Ole Bull stopped at the

 house in this eity, where hLe was given |
a bride, for the last time., In 1882,
S Gov., Rusk purchased the property of

Mr. Thorpe for the sum of $15,000,
and afterwsrds made many improvements
in it, aggregating over 6,000 in cost. In
the eame room in which Miss Sara Thorpe
was joined in marriege to Ole Bull, the be-
loved daughter of the governor, recently

lay in thecold arms of death.

he new erecative mansion is a com-
modious etone structure of two stories, with
attic and basement. Upon the firat floor is
a broad hallway, parler, library, dining-
room, kilchen and three pantries. On the
second floor there are iwo front sleeping
chambers, with dressing-rooms oft, and hive
othsr chambers, all furnished with closets,
besides bath-rooms, and a cedar-closet for
the storage of such articles am are lizble to

- injury from insects or damp atmoephere.

i
n

The attic iz large. The basement is alsc
gommodious, and has a high ceiling. It
containg & cozl cellar, heating apparatus,

{ laundry, wine-room—which Ole Bull ap-

preciated in the highest degree—wood-
roon:, and at the rear pleasant servants’
quarters, Tho buildiog throughout is




heated by steam, and Lhe coldest wind’)
! which blows cannot force itself within the !
massive walls, In purchasing the proper--
ty, the state secured all the heayy furniture
jon ike firat floor, iveluding carpets but not
| pianos, the common farniture in the second |
' story and the paraphernalia of the laundry.
The state drove an admirable bargain in
" gecuring the property for $20,000, and Wis-
, conein’s future gavernorn] s;m agﬁ:rid of a
! renidence where they wiil be enabiefl.
ff?w unﬁ cntertain 1n a manher which w
be in harmony W
alted office they occupy-

to re-!

ith tho dignity-of the ex- i
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Story of the Executive Residence at
Madison, Wis.

OLE BULL LIVED THERE ONCE
Longfellow's Lines to  the Linkes—The
Tale of the
Thorpes.

Gpeclal to The Juurnal,

Mapisox, Wis,, May 30.—Wisconsin pro- -

vides 1ta Governor with an executive resi-
dence, and that residenco is a building pos-
sessing more than orainary interest from a
historica) standpoint. 1t is loeated on the

ghore of Lake Monona, one of the beautiful
| sheets of water made famous by one of

F902Mi
CEX

Longfellow’s poeins:
Four limpid lakes—four nainds
Or sylvan deities are these,
In flowing robes of azure dressed;
Four lovely handmaids that uphold
Thair shining mirrors, rimmed with gald,
To tive falr city in the Wesk.
Ouoe of the legends of the city is that the
pet wrote the verses in a small summer
wouse on the shore of dMendota in the rear
of what is now the executive residence,
although this is a fiction more agrecable to
‘the people of Madison than well founded
in fact. The truth is that Mrs. J. G. Thovpe,
‘one of Wisconsin’s bonrd of lady managers

THE MINNEAPOLLS
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fur the Centénnial exposition in Vhiladel-
phin, was the mother of Loagfellow’s sou-
in-law, Joseph Thorpe, and by using her in-
fluence through her daughter-in-law, sue-
ceaded in obtaining for tho ladies’ memorial
this original poer, which added not o listle
to the sale of the book. Tt was written at
the poet’s home and without his ever having
scen the city of which he so prettily spoke.
And so, while it may not be se pleasant to
shatter the legend whieh brought Longfet-
Iow to Madison and placed him w»y the
grounds of the present executive residence,
nevertheless pessibly as much historieal
remaine value with the place as it is, be-
cause Ole Bull, the [ar-famed violinist, was
once to be found there. ’

=The executive residence is A stone man-
plon resting in the center of a handsome

eel to the shore of the lake.
is two stories in height, with sansard roofl,

presents the solid appearance of au old-time
gentleman’s home, Surrounding it ate oak,
alm and maple trees. The roar of the lawn
is washed by the waters of Mendota, and
from the shore n most strikingly beautdul
view mny be obtained. Nearly the entire
shore line of the lake may be seen, and it
gtratehes away to the westward niuve miles
und to the northward three miles. At sun-

than that which is spread before the eye of
him who steps down the sloping lawu. The
gtate university buildings stand out in sil-
houette to the left, the domes and pinnacles
gleaming in the sunlight. Reaching out
~plinost to the cenier of the lake from
the south shore is Picpie Point,
while over its undulating erest the
1 lake is again seen reflecting the many-tinted
‘| elonds, the path of the sun and the green
[{ banks. 'l'om, the northeast, & bold nram

savk 10 roods wide and running back 300 |
The building |

It is constructed of native sandstone, and |

set 1o prettier scemo could be imagined !
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ontory stands out. known as Maple Tt
Westward frown that is the state h(l::lpiti]{iht'gl.'
the insane and asuccession of varied fislds
and wooded plats, From the lakes the
grounds show to advantage, both Lhe man-

sion and lawn having been arranged to ap-
poar at their best to those who might ap-
proach on the water.

The building contnins on the first floor a
spacious hall-way, parlora, library, dining
room nud pauntries. ‘The second floor is de-
voted to sleeping apartments nnd the base-
ment to coal rooms, laundry. gervants’
gquurters, heating apparatus and wine room.

Iifty-seven  years ago  lost April  the
ground upon  which tha city of Madison
rosts wus platted by James Duane Doty
cepecially to be used as o stnte aapitol. But
it was not until the state was admitted that
the ridge of land lying aganst Lake Mon-
dotn at the peini where the executive resi-
denco 15 loeated was transferred from  the
platters, Doty and 8. T, Madison, to Deln-
plaine & Burdick. It was covered with a
tangled copse at that time, and no attempt

| was made to reduce the ground to a state of

eivilizod subjection until 1854, when it was
gold to Gen. Julius I Whita and A. L. Col-
line. Tho next year Mrs. White, who had
obtained title to the property, began the
ercelion of thie mansion, She built what is
Now the frent or main  building
The property was _retransferred to
the Delaplaines, and they occupiod
it until 1866, when J. G. Thorpe,
a wealthy BEae Clare lumberman
charmed with the place and bought it at
the suggestion of his wife and daughter,
who had seen and admired it. He made
extonaive improvements which made the
total cost of the property to him F34,000.
Iucluded in his changes was the construe-
tion of an addition, from the center of the
lnke side of the oid houso toward the lake,
and remodeling the eniire interior as lav-
ighly as money would perinit, T'he grounds
were terraced and a barn, billiard roomn
and boathouse constructed.

The place was purchased to please ra.
and Miss Thorpe sud the husband and
father spared mno pains to make it as
attractive as possible. But the mother and
daughter wore great travelors, numbering
nearly all BEuropean countries nmong those
which they had visited, besides Americnn
tours too nwmerous to mention, During
one of their trips abroad they became in-
fatunted with Bergen, Norway, and spenta
great deal of time there. Among those
with whom they came to ba on intimate
tarms wus Ole Bull, the violinist, who fell in
love with the dasupghter, notwithstanding

three score years had passed over his head,

and but twenty summers had wrought their
flowers to Miss Sarah. Asaresulttho Amer-
§ean lass was juined in wedlock to the great
musteian at Bull's country seat near Bergeu,
priyately, June 1, 1570, and the wedding
porty saiied immediately for America. The
marriege was confirired according to the
laws of this country at the Thorpe home,
now the exesutive residence, Sept. 4, follow-

ing, Rev. C. JL. Richards officiating, the
snowy haired groom amnd blooming bride

acemed most happy.  The Thorpes remained
here soveral years after the marnage of the
daughter, Ole and wife spending a nart of
their time here. Finally Mre Thorpe
returned to Eau Claire, and Mrs
Thorpe went to Cambridge, Massachusatts,
and beeame an inmate of the home of her
son, Joseph, who married a daughter of the
lamentsd-Longfaliow. Qle Bullatopped in

wias |

+ the honse for the Insé time in 1820 and. in a

short time tho household was broken
[ @or. Rusk purchased the property . and
moved hig family into it ghortly after being

B e -

Ole Bull and the Thorke daughter stood in
51;}{11:;: their vows of fidelity, two years later
inid  the body of the Governor’s oldest
danghiter previous ta its being eavried to 1ts
last resting place.
In 1885 the state purchased the

from Cov. fnsk for exnctly
amonnt which he pave for it and
inansion the cxecutive residence of the state,
The only relie of Ole Bull which remnined
with the property was an imported glass gas
chandelier whieh the moet purchased for

property
the

up. |

instatied in office, and in the parlorin which |

same |
made the |

FL,000 and which 1s now in the art gallery of |

the staie historieai society, Mrs, Thorpe
died recently in California, where she
visibings.
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Madison’s Historic

Old Homes

Are Picturesque---Also Drafity

':ﬁ(ecutiveMansiqn, One of Oldest
' In City; Was Built
in 1857

[ Y

"Madlson has a number of historle
old residences. Some of them ave
‘drafty and some are pleturestgue and
'some, ihe chronleler fears, are both,
hut we're glad to have them so that no
one can ecast any refllections on OUR
dignity and tradition.

One of the oldest and draftiest is the
executive residence,
about 1857. B. I'. Hopkins, who at one
time was representative in congress
from this distriet, was one of the
early cccupants, IIe sold it to George
P. Delaplaine, an early landowner of
Madison, and Delaplaine passed along
the pleturesque old mansion and the
drafts to J. G. Thorpe. Mr . Thorpe
wag the father-in-law of Ole Bull, and
the famed wviolinist and his wife at
one time resided in the gubernatorial
Lialls. i

Rusk First Gowvernor-Occupant

Jervemiah Rusk, was the first gover-
nor to occupy the residence, tho it
was not sold to the state until after
his term of office. There was a good
deal of entertaining in’ the o©ld house
those days. Older residents of Mad-
ison. are still talking about a “crush”
glven as one of the oflicial functions
by Gov. Davidson. “Bverybody” was
tliere, and the crowd was so huge that
those wha had come in first couldn’t
wedge themselves baclt thru the crowd
and had to make an informal exil
down ladders from the second story
windows, - Gov., Washburn did the en-
rtaining part of it up I the hest
vle, ‘mecording 'to those wha fre-
'the official parties, and Gov.
Métte also  entertained  fooely

,.._...._
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his incumbeney. It Is only in

- byro - administrations that the

4 Challs bave been dmrk and
’ d gocial DMadison still longs

lie old days of hospitality and
puneh.

T"Wveryone who walks along Wiison
gtrect between . Carroll and MMonona
avenue casts envious eyves over {ha
low fenca into the charming
ground of the Lucius I'airchild resi-
‘derice. As far as locatlon and giounds
go,.ihis {s one of the most ideal of
Madizon's older homes. It was bullt
by J. ¢ Fairchild, who eame to Madi-
gon from Ohio in 1862, and has been

which was buill |
ting the '50s, is the old Burdick home,

Fo '

fin the family ever sinee, J. C. Falir-
‘child died there In ilhe early '70s and
his widow lived on at the old place
with  Muvs. Dean. When General
Lueius Fnirehild reiuvned from  his
minlstry to Spain, ha and his wife
toolt up thelr residence in the family
home, and JMrs. IFalrehiid 1s its pre-
sent occupant.

La Fellette Home Built in '60s

The La Yollette residenca on Maple |
Blufff v Tk Aueiee the ‘603 and |
'was for & number of yvears ithe home
of Ilalle Sieensland, father of E. B.
‘Sl(’@llS]Bﬂﬂ. He zold it to Senator La
IFollette 15 or 20 wears ago.

An even earlier residence, built dur.

415 West Wilson sireet, at present oc-

reupicd by Miss Mary Burdick and her
(hrother, Robert.

The home was built
by 13lisha Burdick.

The present lZdgewood Villa is the
old home of Gov. C. C. Washburn, who
wias .  wealithy Iumberman. The
house was far vut in the country at
that time, and the Washburn coaclh
withh  its sleely, well-fed hoTses was
muech in evidence at that time, Wita
its wide Iawns and the beautiful old
evergreens, it was one of the show
pPlaces «of the yvipindty., Later on Gov.
Washhuyp, tibde fosgive it to the state
for+iLe nse *of i university and fail-
ing*iif tills furn®d Mt*dver to the Cath-
olic sisters.

There are two old Atwood homes
in which David Atwood, one-time edi-
tor of the State Journal, lived succes-
sively. The earliest one was tae resi-

George Neckerman at 210 Monona ave-
nue, Mr. and DMrs. Atwood

in 1874, after which the older resi-
dence was taken by . C.O Buck, The
Atwoocds' later home was the struoc-
tare on Monona avenue across the
street from the Elks' club,

The old home of Judge J. C. Hop-
kinsg, federal judge preceding Roman-
zo Buann, was built about 1856, It
fornzerly fronted on South Hamilton

T, MeConnell. All of the Hopkins de-
scendants are away except Charles
Hopiting, a son.
Milla Home Stately

A staiely old home surrounded by
evergreens is that of the late Simeon
Mills in Elmside, built In the latter
'60s, A doughter-In-law of Simeon
Mills, Mrs, Arthur Mills, lives on the

corner of Monona avenus and West

dence was taken by 0. C. Buck, The :

lived !
there until they built their other home !

sireet Lut now faces on West Wilson
street and is eccupied by Dr. I'rank @

-,




‘elorious ~days.

| house

‘of the IPirst National bank

Wilson street.

TWie - Willlam Welch home In the
cast end was one of those which was
the scene of much hospitality {n its
William Welch, who
was a lawyer and a writer, bhuilt the
house about 132 and lived there until
1870, - when he went to St. Paul. This
too, was out in the country,
and ifs ozeupants maintained the non-
speedy but effective horses and car-
riages. Leopold Sominers lives there
now.

‘PL Beta Phl sorority occupies the
house which was the old Delaplaine
residence after Mr. Delaplaine eold
the executlve mansion. He lived in
this house until he died.

The Ramsay home in Creenbush was
built by Seth Van Bergen and later
ocenpied by Wayne Ramsay, cashier
for 30
years, J. B, Ramsay, a son, lives
Lthere at tha present time,
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Official Residence of Wiscon-
| sin Governors to Be iicre

‘ Lively Piace.

By m Special Corvespondreit.
MADISOK, Wik, —On Mornday, Jan.
3, the doora of the cexeceutive resi-
dence will open to rveceive Gov. and
- Mrs, John J. Biaine, and a new chap-
tor In the history of

officinl home will boe begun.
Tihe Badger "ol
feome aomore

this intoresting

be-
cheerul

“svhite house
imated and

place than it has heen for some yenrs,|
gayely'

whatever the degzree social
may attain under ils rooi. The gov-
erpoi’s house hias beon a comparative-
Iy lonesome place during the IPhilipp
administrations, owing to the war and
the desire of Mrs, Philipp to retain her
charming home in Milwaukee, Llor
gome  time the Philipp {family occu-
pied the place, bhut owing to the ditf-
ficulty of heating it and its somewhat
old- fashioned and <ificonvenient ap-
polntiments, it was largely deserted.

Home of Badger Governors,

Much brilllant soclal history elus-
ters about the old houze on East Gil-
wman street, which has been the home
ol movernors of Wisconsin for about
forty wears. Its history and glory
long antedate its acquisition by the
stale. - It is a substantial structure,
not of a modern Lype, vel well planned
with wire halls, great parlors, libra-
ries and other rooms.

Therels scarcely a mors historic
mansion in the state and perhiapg none
with - morae interesting associations.
To the clitlzens of Madison of social
bent it ‘has In particular been 2 Ccea-
te of much attraction and ntecest

The lhouse may ba sald to have como
‘into’ being with the republican party,
(for it was In about 1856 that it was
bullt by Julius White, who became a
. general Jn the unlon army during tho
civil war, He was a prominent oiti-
zen of Madison in early davs and a

e 4 2 F o -

Q1-olher~i11-;21\r of Circnit Judge Col-
lins. One of hjs sons became a well
kuown newspaperman in Chicazo and

i was married to Fanny Driscoll, the

| pottess,
Gen. White sold the placs to George

P. Delaplalne, whose family was one

' ol plqr)ced social prominence, Many
' festivities were held while they oe-
[ cupied it. Gen, Delaplaine hzd come

i to Madison as private secretary  to

i Gov. Nelson Dewey, first governor o
the state, and was a resident of the
cily until his death.

Bought by Ssnator Thoipe.
-The house was sold by Gen, Daia-
plaine in the latter part of the '60s to
Sanator J. G, Thorpe, a miilionaire
flumberman of Eau Claire, and it was
Enmlm' the Thorpe regimoe that it at-
tained its greatest glory as the center
ol Madison's social life. Mrs, Thorpe
ywas a talented and ambdbltious woman
fand the family enterrained on a seale
| never before approached in the eapital.
i When the family came to talte pouses-
i slon they brought with them = the
! handsomest furniture ever sson in the
telty,  The main parior set was of
Egyptlan design, covered with purple
gatin, and decorated with gilded
sphinx heads. The appointments of
{ the other rooms were on an ogual
| seale. Mrs., Thorpe had an extensive
acguaintance with the literary and
other notable persons in the country.
These were often enlertainod at the
Thorpe homs and the society of the
capital , floeked. {hera to brilllant re-
ceplions and ﬁnrtjezz.
.

LY - L )
HHome of Tnneus* Musiclan.
Perhaps the most lnteresting chap-
ter in the history of the hoyse was
{ that having t¢ deo with Ole Bull,
! famous violinist,
[ Barah Thorpe, and who made
place his homae for gome years,
Accordlng to the story, Ole Bull had
maet Sarah when she was a small child,
at one of his concerts in Washington,
to which her mother had taken her,

tha

who married DMiss!

Prof. R. B. Andevson =ays In his auto--
Bingraphy that he introduced the
Thorpes to Ole Bull at a reception

given for the violinist when Ole Bull
rame here to give a concert in 1868,
AMra, Torpe cultivated ths acguaint-
ance of the great artist and when he
went to Norway the Tfoilowing year
she and her daughter followed him and
were entertained by him in his native
home. Miss Thorpe was then scarce-
I¥ more than 18 and was very bright
and clever, a Illne pianist, dancer and
conversationalist; in short, thoroughiy
accomplished like her mother.

Ole Buall's marriage to the young
Madison girl was privately solemnized
at Amerlean consuiate in Christiania
o June 1, 1870, ITn the autumn thoe




WISCONSIN “WHITE HOUSE”

(Governor's R.esidem':e at Madison Is State’s Most

Interesting Home.

“‘15.consln's “Execullve Mansion”

bridal pair returned to America and
on the evening of Sept. & the murriage |
in Worwoay was sanctioned in accord-
ance with American custom, at the
Thorpe mansion, the Rev, O, H. Rich-
ards of the Firat Congregational
church performing thie cercriiony,

Historic Soelal Event.

Teoe ecolobrato the uni:-.u‘ 87 theirs
daughter with the great, walizicign, sthes

tively. lees of various forms wefe &
feature, and a superb cpergne with
| rare fiowers ornmumented the ceater, of
i the table. A Chicago orchestra plaveed.
| One of the interesting personages pres-
rent was Jos Thorpe, brother of the
bride.  He was then o member of the|
famous Harvard baseball team and a|
reat soclal lon,  Later he marrcied!
one of Longfellow's daughters, H

For years Ole Buil made the Thorpe!

Thorpes gave a recemtisn on® Sept.* &
following, which stinl holds'itd plafee *ad
the leading social event in the history
of the mansion, if not of the eapiial.
Over one thousand invitations were
sent out to all parts of this country
and abroad, and many people of HrOin-
[Incnee were present. The poet Long-
fellow sent  regrets, The bLeauiiful
grounds were gaily luminated snd
"the paiatial residence was turned into
{n bower of loveliress hrough the art
i of professional decerntions, The gowns
were more elegant than any that had
ever before been seen in the eity, Ole
(Bull himsell received the guests with
the beaming courtliness for which ho
was famous. A Chicago caterer with
4 corps of assistants came to serva
ithe feast.

Ate From Solid Cilver.

- |
He brought with him a famous adin-

her set worth £30.000 and the guests
that night ate from solid silver nlates
and dvank from solid silver cups. An
immense punch bowl, alse of solid
silver, was a consnieuous part of the
sct. At either end of the table was a
large frosted eake, with the Norwegian

‘and Ameriean coats of aArms, respec- | .-

residence his home. when not absent!
fon eoncert tours, nnd gave considera- |
PHle atiention to the Leautifieation of i
l the grounds., Tn  the cmbankment |
Heuding to the Jake he had - built al
isevies of terraces of Norweglan style, |
jresembling a smountain road. Traces,
of this can stlll be seen. Croquet par-
ties were a fenture of outdoor lfe
‘then, as were alzo aguatle contests on
| tha lake nearby. Ole Bull was a genial
,host and entertalned and delighted his
imany  visitors Ith wonderful and
famusing tales of teavel, anecdoies of
‘ celebrities he hiad met, and when the
eplrlt moved him, with selections upon
his violin, naturally the greniest of
‘treats. At heart Oles Bull was thor:
coughly demoeecratic and was as ready’
cto play at the wedding of a daughter
(ol one of his poorer countrymen s
{before a crowned head,

Purchased By The State,

. Ols Bull and the Tharpes moved to
Cambridge, Mass, 1o live, and during
the flest term Coy. Jeremiah Rusk
bought the Madison residence f‘rOmJ'
{the Thorpes, paying $15,000,  In 1885,
{ the legislature passed an act author-i
Ciging the purehase by the state of a!
elling for the governor, at n. cost

-




ot to exceed $20,0000 Gov. Rusk had
made many improvements and the
feommlssion ]nn_‘_gh:lsuni tho property
from  him, paying 220000 From that
. time to the present It has been the
lofficial home of the executives of the
|state. As such it has heen the scene.
| of many receptions and socizl evenis |
{ of note, such as the wedding in 1804
of & daughter of Gov, and Mpe 1p-,
ham to Xidear P. Sawyer of Oshkosh. |
| o Alany  celebrities have Dbeen t-nwr-f
{ained here by goveraors. Gov. an
Ara. Lo Follette entertained forr Cari

:

Seliurzm and hia douzhter shortly be-|
fore the death of the distingu 1
Ismtesmﬂn and publicist. |
; 0Ole Buli's Bed St There. |

AMany otirer historie homes surround
tne excceutive residence. Among then!
(lg that of the late Col. Willlam 17
|Vilas, wow occupled by Mrs. Vilas.,
:',-;ho home of Wiseonzin's governors ial
ino longer one of the great houses of |
I Mudison, as many much more
ve and elegent have spru
‘none has mere inte i ciations,
A chamber soi of mahog . ported |
| feom Norway by Ole Bull, is still used’
Y oone of the guest chambers,

s of |
Xpen- |
ooup, hut

LA
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Executive Mansion Has

Executive Home Once

Called ‘White‘ _H__ouse’:

Governor's Residence Orig-
inally Owned by General
White; Ole Bull Liv-
ed in It, Too

By MARY LIVINGSTON ]‘a‘{.TR]IIII’ZI{|I

In at least one respect 1‘-Im:]is;nn1
may he said ito resemble Wash-
inglon, for the present residence of
our chiel state execntive was known |
in the past as “the White Mouse.”
Ite  original awner was General|
Julius While, secretary of the Wis-|
eongin  Ingurance coimpany. |

In the later 508 and for a consid-|
erable perind afterward the litile
lake city seldom used mumbers nr|
streets  in locating families or
friends. General direclinns were
iglven in other forms, as “the ncla- )|
{gonal house on Lake Monona or)
c*the square brick hunilding across
!fI‘OII'I ihe church” or “a mile east of
‘the holel”

There were few large edifices, how-|
ever, and (he dignified appearance of |
General White's home with its fine
trees and outlook over Mendoln em-
phasized the name of it oceupant
who was a man of artistic taste and
enltivation as wag his  successor. |
George . Delaplaine, who purchased
tiie property o few years later when
cireumstances brougit aboul the re-
moval of the White family.

Gathered Delightinl Group

Devoled to literature and the
fine arts, and possessed of a con-
siderahle foreign amnd eastern
 acquaintance, Mrp, Delaplaine gath-
ered together a delighiful =society !
of musiciang, painters, authors, and !

people of advanced thanght In his |

drawing room and library and dic

all in his power to assist the prom-

ising vouth of Madison, Milwaukee, |

I and the surrounding towns in de-
“velopment, of their talepis,

The musicales givew by himsell
and AMrs. Delaplaine are still re-

called by a number of our oldest
citizens., A feature of one was ithe

zinging of Helena llasiveiter, later
the opera star of international repu-
jaiion, She sang  withont  accom-
paniment front a boat in Lake Men-
data in the moonlight Lo 2uests as-
sembled on the Lawn,

1t was her last apnearance bhe-
fore a Iarge audience in the capital |

vity. Going to Furope shortly af-

terward she advanced steadily to

fame and forfune.
Lumbherman Bays House
Approximately
happily  for the TDelaplainez in
which time their eldest daughter,
Ann Jav, was mavried to Francis
Woodward, an eastern architect and

a  decade passed

hanker whn subsequently removed |

servatories hecome the wonder
Anwer lovers and surpassed those
of FEngland,

Temporary illness of Mrs.

tn CGermany canzed the sale of~ the
home to J. G. Thorp, a retived lam-

Cto Tan Claive whore his orchid con- |
of |

Dela- |
Cplaine and departure of @ daughter |

herman. Here his youngest daugh-

ter, Sara, met Ole Bull, maestro o
the violin, who became her hushand.

After appearing in America on a
number of occasions after 1843, ap-
pearing in Madison in 1836, he came
Lo Madizon in 1868, After the con-
cert he atlended a reception at the




feme of Dr. Andersen and was in-
trodueed (o ihe Thorps.  They he-
enme friends and when he rveturned
1o Norway the next year. he was ac-
companierd by Mrs. Thorp and Sara,
who had accepted his invilation to
visit ligee, = v '
Vicdhrist A¥PAY Wiss Thorp

Sane amanthes Jdakdiy June 1, 1870,
{lie marriace of Ole  Bull te  Sara
Thorp was solemnized at the Ameri-
can consulate at Christiana, In the
auinmn, the veligious serviee was

Cpend Dhiere in Madizon by Dr. Charles

1. Richards, the eouple having re- |
turned 1o Madison amd the Thorp
home, This was nn Sept, 6, |

Titled foreigners were present at

Cthe magnificont reception that fol-

towerd,  Ole BRall hatd  bheen  twice
crownen, onen in Califprnia with a
taneel wreath of oold and onee in

| Florence, ltaly, according to  Dr.
! Anderson’s translation of Janson's
{*The Spellbound Fiddler.” His art,
"patriotism, and efforts for the wel-
fare of the Norwegian people, even
though not atways of avail, won him
respect and afection.

Ole Bull was wearly 50 when he
Cmarvriett for the second time. The
alter years of Lis life were divided
'between three homes, Madison, Cam-
Ihridge, Mass, and Norway, when he

was nol on concerl. tours.,  Yet Ly-

csoe (Island of Nelight)y was his fav-
Lervite place, and he died there on

CAupgust 18, 1880,

i Jereminh Rusk became the owner
[of what had come (o be known as,
[the Ole Bull home when he was elec-
el governor of the siate.  Aflter
Chis tepancy, the state acquired it
and has retained possession ever
| since,

—Phelograph  of

ihe drawing room in the execn=
{ive mansion af the {ime ol Mr.

and Mrs, Ole Bnll's

there.

residence




B Mirs, Sarah Thorp
Bull, wife of Ole Bull, not long
aiter her marriage,

—Photograph  of
Dr, amd Mrs, Basmus B. Ander-
son with Mrs. Bull and the An-
derson ehildren aml a friend of
Nir, Anderson in the garden of
the Anderson home,




Picture of Ole Bull at
approximately G years of age
while at ihe height of his mu-
cieal eareer, The picture and
firures were designed hy Joaomes
It. Stuart, artisty for the Nor-
way Alhnm of Songs, which was
e by Dr, Rasmus B. Ander-
s Dr, Anderson was g e
tribwlar to the volnme as was
the Jate AMrs. Samuoel Moore
{Aunhrey Yoresfier), The hor-
dor of the picture shows the
conntennnes of Dir. Anderson
from varions angles. Legends
of Norway are represented by
the elves and oflher lgores.
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WISCONSIN “WHITE HOUSE” BORN

o ——— e e i

SAME YEAR AS REPUBLICAN PARTY

"The “White House” of Wisconsin is
one of the most historic residences in
Madison. Te.ocated on IHast Gorham
street, overlooking Lake Mendota, the
old residence, which the
home of Wiaconsin since

s been

EOVernors

the days of Gov. “Jerry”™ Rusk, has just|

peen repaired by order of the leglslu-

turs and now takes on a truly modern
appearance. {

Ita history lonz antedates its aeqiil-
gition by the state. 1t wnas built prac-
tlcally at the time that the republican
party was founded at Ripon, Wis.

A more historic manslon scarcely
‘aan be found in the state. To cltizans
oft Madison of social bent it has been
a center of much attraction and In-
terest.

The house may be sald to have come

"into belng with the republican party,

. "White, who
squnion army during the Clvil war.

for it was bullt In 1858 by Jullus
hecarae n general in the
He
was a prominent citizen of Madlson in

'sarly days and a brother-in-law of

Py Delaplaine,

Fg_c_ag_M\

Clroult Judge Collina.
Purchased By Milllenaire

Gen. White scld the place to George
whese famlily was of
high social standing. Gen. Deleplaine
had come to Madison as prlvate sec-
retary to Gov. Nelson Dewoy, first gov-
eraoor of the state, and was a resident
of the city until his death.

The houss was sold by Gen. Dela-
plaine in the latter part of the '60s to
San. J. G. Thorpe a milllonalre lum-
barman of Fau Clalire, and it was the
center of Madlson's social life under
tha Thorpe regime.

One of the most Interesting chapters
in the history of the house was that
having to do with Ole Bull, famous
violinist, who marrled Miss Sarah
Thorpe, and made the place his home
for some years. '

According to the story, Ole Bull had
met Miss Thorpe when she was &,
small child, at one of his concerts In|
Washington, to which her mother had;
taken her. Prof. R. B. Anderson says,,
in his autoblography, that he intro-|
duced ths Thorpes to Mr. Bull at a re-

ception glven for the violiniat in 18868.
Mrs. Thorpe cultivated the acqualnt-
ance of the great artist, and when he
went to Norway she and her daughter
followed him and were entertalned at
his native home. Miss  Thorps was
then scarcely more than 18., but was a
fine pianist and danecer. [

Married in Norway

Ola Bull's marriage to the younsg
Madizon girl was privately solamniz-
ed at American Consulate in Chris-
tlana June 1, 1870. In thes autumn the
bridal pair returned to America and
the marriage In Norway was sanc-
tioned in accordancea with American
custom at the Thorpe mansion. Tha
Rev. C. H. Richards of the First Con-
gregatlonal chureh performed the cera-
mony.

For yeara Ols Bull mads the Thorpe
reaidence his home fand gave consider-
ble attentlon to the beautification of
the grounds. On the embankment
leading to the lake he had bullt a se-
ries of terracts bf INNorlveglan style,
reserublirp .q) Wivhntalh'read, traces of
which stilf sam be*sdehl *Crdguet par-

tina were n feature of outdoor life
then, as were aguatie contests.
Sold to Gov. Rusk
Ole Bull and the Thorpe family

moved to Cambridge, Mass, and dur-
ing his first term Gov. Jeremiah Rusk
bought the Madison resldence Ifrom
the Thorpes, for §15,000. In 1885 the
lerlslature passed an act authorizing
the purchases by the state of a dwell-;
ing for the governor, at a cost not to;
exceed $20,000. Gov. Rusk had made
many improvements and the commis-
alon purchased the property from him
for $20,000. F¥rom that time ‘to the
presgent it has been the offidlal home of
astate executlves.

Many celebrities have been &nter-
telned here by governors. Gov. and
Mrs. La Follette entertained for Carl
Schurz and hls daughter shortly be-
fore the death of -ths distinguished
statesman and publicist. :

Othar historle homes surround the
executive residence, among tham the

'DEFECTIVE ORIGINAL



The White House of Wisconsin on East Gorham street, the home of

Wisconsin governors since 1885. Gowv. Rusk was the first executive oe-

cupant.

~eecra e

lata Col. Wm. F. Vilas estate. The
home of Wisconsin's governors is no
longer one of tha great houses of
Madison, but nmone has more interest-
ing assoclations. A chamber set of
mahogany, imported from Norway by

DOlea Bull, {s still used In one of tha.

guest chambers.




street,
mansion,

WITI‘]IN the large wide verandah-ed residence on the Mendota: lake shore

who . take
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pleasure in “the fitness of things
the - governor, has shown artistic|
vision and a homemaking touch to &
marked degree in the decoralive
changes which she has evolved In
the high-ceilinged, stately rooms.

- She appreciated the enchanting
oldness, fast approaching one hun-
dred years, of the mansion, and
regretted the discordances of fur-
nishing which are bound to result
when mistresses, the busy wives of
busy  governors, follow each other
with such rapid succession, each oné
‘making the best of the thmgs whicht
were left her.

‘Bringing it all back to the old™
was Vrs. Kohler's very wise solution
of her new artistic problem, for she
is a true artist by talent and interest,
and after many hours of planning;
direction of refinishing and rearrang«
ing, the executive mansion is ready tg
greet one as a lovely, unified home,

A pictorial journey through the
mansion can show with greater faith«
fulness than can words, the effects
that have been wrought. !

A photograph of the dwellingg
and also of Mrs, Kohler (in the in«

zrt} are at the upper right of the
pictures,

An interior vista whose loveliness
takes one's breath is that which one
views standing in the living room in
the heautitul =emi-circular win-
dowed. nook on the eastern side of
the house and looking toward the
fireplace and mirror which graces
ithe space above, through the ivory
“arch into.the hall, again throush an
{identical arch into the library,
iwhero one's eye first rests upon a
|slately mahogany  secretary., This
Isecretary is one of the choice pieces
iwhich  the mansion contained and
{was:taken from a corner of the

froom, and almost ‘hidden hy the of-

DEFECTIVE ORIGINAL

there have been delightful changes going on in the past y : : .
" will appreciate, Mrs, Walter J. Kohler, the wife of

JUNE 22;1930"..7 1.
Mansion Comes Into It’'s Own

at 130 East Gilmaii |

which the citizenry of Madison and the state call and pomt to proudly as the "‘executt
] ear and a half, which those

fect of a tall window, to the preseut
wall space, becauwse Mrs. Kohler's
nnfailing eve sensed that it “needed
something hizh.”. This view is in
the upper lefthand picture on the
front page. It shows, too, the fairv-
like effects created by the nse of
crystal lighting fixtures when in the
correct, roomy setting, and it i= this
inmovation of Mrs, Woller which has
given marked beauty to several of
the rooms in the house.
Interesting Sources

The library which the seeretavy
graces is shown more clearly in the
left picture of the second row oun
the front page. The Governor's
large personal desk is at the, left
and AMrs. Woller's small seeretary
just across at the rtight of the
1" O,

One of the most enchanting
stories which can be told of any of
the activities which eenter about
bringing the old back into the man-
sion are the sources of many of the
most fitting pieces, The state hos-
pital at DMendota was found to
possess three charming, walnut and
rosewood sofas, two delicate chairs
of hand-carved rosewood, and evan
the treasured corner what-nots,
tefinitely harking to the early fifties
when the mansion was built, The
Kohlers were very much overjoyed
[or many of the heavy pleces of fur-
nitnre,—divans and large  chairs,
and also durable bhookcases, quile
abviously out of place in the execu-
tive home, found a worthy use in the
hogpital and & happy exchange, with
the permission of the silate, was
made,  The photographs of the
drawing room, at the lower right
on the front page shows several of
Lhese old pieces in intimate, home-
like groupings.

The pictures, some old prints and
olher more modern and very treas-
ured paintings, which mow grace
the walls, give a note of perfect

|gnml taste. There is no question

which is of the art works in the
home is Mrs: Kohler's favorite, for
she shares willingly with the visitor

ve!



the appreciation of the great like-
ness which a certain portrait bears
Lo her husband, the governor, This is
seen at the J'iﬂ]lb'i_!‘..un:l stde of'the
farther wall in the .;m'.l!:.re..n_f the
drawing room? ant* A closer percep-
tion would show so plainly how
closely the features, especially the
forehead and the nose, of the gen-
tleman in  the picture resemble
those of Mr. Xohler. The man of
whom the likeness actually is is
Isaac Barre of Kngland, and the
painter, Benjamin West. Historical-
1y, Barre recalls the ardent support
which he gave William Pitt in the
English parvliament against the tax-
ation of the American colonies.
London was the source of the paint-
ing, for upon seeing it in a ar{ shop
there, Mrs. Kohler was immediately
impressed with the resemblance

which it bore to her lsband, They
went together (o view il the day
after and now treasure as one of

their most valued art possessions,
The Dining Room

One seeing the dining room now,
and then recalling it in the years
before would note immediately the
| present lightened effect, because the
heavy dining table supported only
by massive legg and braces at the
vory center and in constant danger
| of upsetting stzte ‘dinners has been
replaced by the older type of table
with glender, delicately turned legs.

Its usefulness is enhanced by the
fact that the drop leaf tables at
either side of the room may be

moved beside it, making a board of
truly banquet size, -
Also, in the dining room, one can-
| not help but see, towering to _tl
| ceiling, the massive many-mirro

| of the dining room.

bufret, It ig traceable to the early
days of the mansion and in seen
the mosition it has  Iad  for many
Vears. .

Among the several choice art
pieces which belong to Mrs, Carl J.
Kohler, daughetr-in-law of the
state's first family, and are now
gracing the executive mansion is a

| gorgeous hand-wronght Kast Indian

wall hanging, seen on the left wall
It is extremely

| rare and an antecedent of the well-

known paisley, Others of her many
art possgessions in this home are two
petit point action pictures, on on

ceither side of the hanging,

| immediately to the fore when

“The Ole Bull bedroom™ comes
one
thinks of historic associations of the
house, One recalls through it one
of the most famous personages who
at gne time made Madison his home,
Ole Bull, Norwegian violinist, whose
marriage to Sarah Thorpe, daugh-
ters of Lthe Thorpes who for many
vears lived in the mansion, took
place abroad and was celehrated at
a large reception here. The fact
that the violinist passed much time
in, that dwelling would give it a
valued association, but to have the
upper room which he oceupied still
contain the same suite of furniture
is quite unspeakabiy fortunate. One
can seo for oneself in the right hand
picture of the second row  on the
front page, the massive walnut bed
and the great matching dresser  at
the . side.  Charming  samplers of
earliest  American colonial - origin
from: the family of Mrs, Carl Kohler
ornament most appropriately = the
walls as well as does a charming
nineteenth century . lithographic
print, “Heor New Doll, which iz above
the fireplace, on the side of the room
opposgite the bed,







In Mansion

Mrs. Kohler's room (above) in the stale execulive mansion is a
symphony in ge!d and lurqoise, with the furniture of walnut, The dressing
lable is delicately charming and above it fastefully hung a flower study.
The companion room is also furnished in walnut and is piclured below. "A
tapesiry of old-lime feeling is on the wall at the head of the bed, and a
myriad of French prints in small frames are also arranged in arlislic groups,
for wall treatment. An old-time feeling is also given by the sofa and the
candle table beside the bed.—Photos by Vinje and Russell. '
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Historic Residence

Governor’s Home Scene

of Early Social Life

“Tn the early early ﬂrlies: General Julius |
White, & man of culture and varied
interests, erected the structure whicly |
fwith minor additions and alterations

Socmt}' and Pollhcal History
of State Made in Pres-

ent Executive
Mansion

BY MARY LIVINGSTON BURDICK
From the log-houses and block

“has withstood the wear and tear nl’,
semi-public life for three-quariers|
of a century. !
Beautitully ¥Furnished |
Possessing the quality of iaste |
supplemented by wealil, General
White furnished the rooms hand-

~Wisconsin's

fort rooms frequently occupied by
‘ territorial © governor, somely, and added to their attractive-|
Henry Dodge, to the solid and dig- @ ness fine pictures, an extensive ]i-|!
nified  residence on Gilman stl'ect,'hl'ﬂl'_}', and  bric-a-brac. from- many !
by Lake Mendota, which is known |foveign countries. A generous and
as the executive mansion, is a jour- | thoughtful host he attached his
ney whose mile stones mark in many | guests to self and home, and it was
ways ihe progress of the state. fwith genuine regret that Madisonians
It is true that there can be foumnd| bade farewell to their friend a few
a number of homes in Madison where|Years later, when circumstances de- |
digtinguis’hed guests have been en-; Mmanded his removal to another!
tertained and where political history | region,
has been made, but none other has George P. Delaphaine was the pur-
entered as markedly into the activi-| chaser of the fine property and ad-
ties of the state, country, and city.| mirably succeded. to the posluoul

r—




“which had been held by his old ac-
gquaintance.

During the ten years of his oc-
cupancy, the home served as a miu-
sical and social center apd was,thg
abiding place of men and Woenien, gf
letters who foregathergd Jtleye* ffont
old world and new, Among the
brilliant festivities still reealled by
our oldest citizens were the dinner
parties for Lowell Bayard Tavlor
and Horace Greeley, amd the as-
semblies for Carl Schurz and A, B.

Aleott.

with a son and a daughier, were the
next occupants of the dwelling, and
{ during their tenancy was celebrated
the marringe of Miss Sarah Thorp
Lo .‘_{m'\\'a_\"s violinist, Ole Bull.
[+ ~(lts to the bride came from
!T;.\:’;l'gs and queens, and the gowns
land jewels of the leminine part of
the wedding party were in accord
with the offerings.

Some fime afterward Mr. Thorp
presented ihe home to his danghter,

Youth danced oflen and gaily in
ihe Delaphine halls, and ihe long
list of musicales, formal and infor-
mal, was marked by noted falent

execubives it

and subsequently it was  sold o
Governor Jeremiah Rusk, who in
turn disposed of it to ihe state for

its present purpose,

residepce of Wisconsin's
has been visited by

As tlhe

Among the soloists who 1_‘{"-‘““‘;"- fa- 1 housands of people, and ils  ex-
mous was our  chiys diva,  Lend Uigtenee of approximately 40 years
Haslreiter, whose f{inal appearance | .. ype  governor's home has en-

hefore her foreign eareer, was madoe
on a June might when she sang for
the guests from a boat on the moon-
lit lake, choosing two opera selec-
tions, and waving adieu to her au-
dience as the boat glided inio the
shadow of trees and was lost 1o
view with the last notes,

Mr. and Mrs, Thorp of Eau Claire,

deared it to

elect Waller 1.
will enter into {heir proffered resi- |
dence in January, amnd Madison will |
unquestionably accord fhem a warm |
reception and good wishes for their
happiness, |

multitudes.
It is probable that the governor-
Kohler and family |

JANUARY 6, 1929

State Mansion Due
For Rehabilitation

RBlaine Daniel Rusk, namei alter the

Mrs. Kohler Lays Plans to
Restore Original Furnish-
ings to Historic
Home

1 BY HENRY CASSON
{ Affer years of eriticism the Wis-

bonsin execntive mansion is coming |

back fnto its own., Mrs. Walter J,

Kohler who will he the first lady or |

ine state after Monday has expressad
herself as charmed with the stately
heauty of this fine old home and is
ahout to formulate plans for the re-
wiaration of its furnishings symbolic
ol the period in which it was ac-
ynired by the state,

Jeremiah M., Rusk hecame gover-
hor Jan., 2, 1882, Subsequent to his
wlection he visited DMadison and
fpurchased this praperty from the
Thorpe family for 15,000 and upon
hig inauguraiion as governor, with
hiz immediate family consisting of
his wife and two grown daughters,
Misges Tda Mlay Rusk and DMary
Edith Rusk. and seven vear old son,

plumed knight, with whom he served
three ferms in congress, moved into
the same and occupied it during his
zeven vears tenure of office.
Romped with Grandehildren

With him also came his oldest son,

Col. T J. Rusk, wife and three
zmall daughiers. These were lively,
heanutiful childven and as soon as
their gigantic grandiniher  entered
ihe housge, would make for his arms
and a romp wonkl ensue,

fiovernor Rusk was elecied for a
second term in 1884 and as soon as
the legislature met a hill was intro-
duced and passed anthorizing ihe
murchase of this property as an exe-
entive mansion for the sum of $20.-
M0, The governor just hroke even
on the matter as he had invested
$3.000 in repairs and improvemenis
sinee acquiring the property. During
the laie winter of 1883 Ida May
Tiusk was stricken with a morial
illness which she fought for weeks
but ax the monih of DMarch was
ending death rvesulled.

Lavish Enterialning
The Rusks entertained probably



ihe most lavishly of an¥ nr:-::n'lmn'Ls ol
the mansion. When the :\_Tatxmm
Tduecational association held its con.
ventlon in Madison in 1884 the BOV-
ernor and his wife gave the visifors

eplion and the Inte A. T, Waltz-
P o o 1 &0 gallons

inger, calerer. furnished d
of ice cream for the pceasion. Rusk
waa fand of company.

carve two bix furkevs and

He'd
keen plates heaping full,

tavernor I
Covernor Hoard upon Jan.
and with him and his eood wife thet'e
came to dwell in the execnlive man-
zion their youngest son, rrank WL
Hoard and his bride of a few weeks
Alrs. Hoard was not in robust health
and much of the hospitality of the
home Tell upon her charming younz
daughter-in-1aw. 0ld 1-r:5=lﬂnn|5 ol
{he Wast Gilman gireet twl_::h‘nn-;']m_m.
yemember the Kindness, the hnmanity
mnd  hubbling humor of Governor
FHoard.
) Peck TLast Temacrat
| Wisconsin's last democratic ad-
iministratlon hezan npon Jan. & ]S!li..
AL the time the renial  George W
Peck whe had averturned the nn]m:-.s:
i the state on the RBenneit law 1ssue
hecame the ocenpa at of thiz old hom:

and with him came Mrs. peck and
their youngest son. Roy. e oldest
1 Peck, Jr., and hls

won, George W.
Gerald, were also fhere
of the lime. Mre. 1reck
was fond of social affairs and duar-
ng-the time she presided over {he
mansion it was teeming with iife and
‘getivity., The governor cared little
for =moclety. Hunting or fishing w ith
his friend, Georgze A, Lougee nf the
Park hoael, was more to his lking.

- - o

jovernor I’:ﬁ-k gopved fwo terms
Yn office and on Jan, 7. 1805, snur=
Yyeendered the governorship (o Alnjor
pWilliam H. Upham of Marshfield.
AWith the new governaor and his wile
Yhere came o the axecutive mansion
{heir voungest danghier, soon  ex-
tremely popular with Madison's
younger set, Mrs, Upham was social-
1y inelined, Whenever ihe wives of
her husband's predecessors rame Lo

the state capital she always did the
of social

avife and somn,
s large part

handsome thing by way
funections In their honor. In No- |
vyemhber, 1896, pecurred the marri-

age of Miss Caroline Upham to Phil
hrilliant

Sawyver of Oshkosh, a
event. ]
Seofield Next Governor
Governor and Mrs, Kdward Seo-

fleld and their son Paul sneeeeded
ihe Upham family as tenants of the
governor’s mansion, lan. 4, 1807
Mre, Senfield was a woman ol nnus-
nally good  =ense, tact, and charm
apd during the first few monihsg of
the administration generonsly  en-
tertained and won strong friendship

armong Madison people, Tn the Iulel

summer of 1887 Paul D. Seofield,
their younger son, Was wiricken

ek was snecesded hy
1880,

with pulmonary trouble and for the
yemainder of the Scofield tenure of
office deep gloom was tast over the
home, His death occurrved in May,
1808, and from then on until the
povernor's term expived Mrs, Seco-
fleld abstained from entertaining.
The T.aFollette regime hegan Jan.

7. 1201, and with the new executive’

l'and hiz wife there came to this his-'

Fala, a university freshman, Rob-
ert and Phil, alert and up and com-
ing voungsters, and Mary, a babe in

of the state for five years and dur-
ing this period his wife f{reely en-
Lertained and the walls of this

laughter,

Davidsos Well Known

Governor La Follette assamed the
senatorship in January, 1906, and
was succecded as chief execntive by
Iames 0. Davidson, who was elected
Alrs, Davidson was wall known in
[ Madison by reason of her
fhaving heen stats ireasurer for four
fvears and lientenant governor
| three vears.
fers, Mabel,

now  Alrs,

| torie old home their four children, |

arms. Governor LaFollette was head |

stately old home rang with childish |

io suceeed himself in 1006 and 1008
hushand |
for |

They had two dangh- |
Theodore G.|

lewis, of Madison, a universiiy af- |
nlor amd Grace, a high school stu-|
ident. Both the governor and his;

| wife were fond of young people and
fduring their residence social affairs
(veizned supreme. It was in
{1907, that the second marriage of

Avnril, !
al

i zovernor's danghier occurred in this |

son to Frederick W. Inbusch of Mil-
Ilw:!uk(m, whao died some two Years
fherealter.
Wisconsin's next ehief mazistrate,
P Francis B, McGovern,
elor. Two nieces, who were univer-
fsity studentis, managed the house-
| hoid for him while he was in office.
Philipp Next zovernor
Tmannel 1. Thilipp,  the
| Badzer war governor, assumesd] the
Fdutisg of hiz office on Jan. 4, 1015,
Prior to his inangural he made i

ereat

lcld home, that of Miss Mahel David- !

was a bach-|

known that he would nob ocenpy the |

excentive reszidenee.  He had heen
Cadvised that it waz a barnlike old
strueture.  During the  first few
months of his gubernatorial inenm-
beney he had quarters at a local hn-
tel, bhut in the spring he moved to
the rezidence amd ilved there when-
ever he was in Madison until his ad-
ministration closed in 1921,

Gov. and Mrs. John . Blaine heo-
came the occupants of the mansion
in 1921 and were there for six years.
AMirs, Blaine was popular, reaunlarly
entertained amd when she  sarren-
dered the home to her hushand’s suc-

cle of warm friendshipsz.
11 Governors In House

fand their two sons moved into the old
home in the winter of 102 Mrs.

|
||-rssnr in 1927 left behind her a cir-|
1

Fred R. Zimmerman and his wife




	11-18-2014 - ARTICLE -What will happen to Knapp house, the original Wisconsin governor's mansion_ - Isthmus
	Article - Old Governor's Mansion
	Chicago Times 05-01-1886 Sketch of Gov. J. M. Rusk
	Knapp House Architectural History J Dean 1972
	Knapp House Architectural History
	Historial articles about the Mansion

	Knapp House History Brief 2013
	Madison Landmark
	Milw Journal article 2-10-1929- Making a Home of the Governor's Mansion
	Milw Journal article 4-13-1885 - The Tax-Payers Mansion
	Minn Journal 5-31-1893 Story of Exec Residence at Mdsn WI
	WSJ 2-5-1917 WI historic homes picturesque also drafty
	WSJ 12-26-1920 Exec Home at Madison Open Again
	WSJ article 3-2-1930
	WSJ article 6-4-22 WI White House born same year as Rep Party
	WSJ article 6-22-1930
	WSJ article 12-2-1928 & 1-6-1929



