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Due Date: February 15, 2012
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

Proposals are sought for research into alternative methods of solid waste disposal, including the reduction of the amount of solid waste generated, the reuse and recycling of materials, composting, source separation and the disposal of household hazardous waste.  Research proposals may consider the environmental effects of the technologies being researched and measures that could be taken to mitigate such effects.  Applied research designed to provide benefits to persons who generate solid waste and to public and private entities responsible for collection, storage, transportation, treatment or disposal of solid waste, is encouraged.  Proposals are also sought for projects that will develop products or increase markets for products made from recycled materials. 

Joint proposals in which industrial, business, or governmental organizations collaborate with UW System faculty or staff in addressing these issues are encouraged and will be given special consideration.  In such joint proposals, the organization is encouraged to provide resources in the form of direct monetary or in-kind contributions in support of the proposed research projects.

TERMS OF THE GRANT

1. Proposals are invited from UW System faculty or staff with principal investigator (PI) status.  A PI may submit multiple proposals, but at most one proposal per PI will be funded in any given fiscal year.  However, a PI on one funded proposal may be an assistant investigator on other funded proposals. 

2. Proposals may request up to $30,000.  
3. Project funds must be expended or encumbered prior to June 30, 2013.  

4. Proposals submitted by investigators who have previously received funding from this program must be in compliance with all terms of previous grants and include an interim project report if a final report has not yet been submitted.
5. A final project report must be submitted by September 1, 2013.  

6. Project results will be provided to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, University of Wisconsin-Extension and others.  Researchers are strongly encouraged to submit project results to professional journals for publication.

PROPOSAL CONTENTS

1.
Cover Sheet: Use the form provided.

2.
Narrative:  Not to exceed six pages.  Must include: 

a.
Statement of Objectives:  Explain how the project meets the program’s research objectives. 

b.
Project Description:  Explain the background and necessity for the project.

c.
Research Design:  Describe the proposed research methods. 

d.
Budget Request:  Provide an explanation of all budget items including salaries, supplies and travel.  Requests for capital equipment, travel, and attendance at seminars or support of professional development must be justified in the project narrative.  Funds may not be used to pay student tuition remission, non-UW System salaries, fringe benefits or institutional overhead. 

e.
Analysis of Full-Scale Implementation: Discuss the commercial and technical feasibility of full-scale implementation of the research project results.

f.
Dissemination of Results: Describe where and how results will be publicized.

3.
Timetable and Workplan: Include estimated starting and ending dates and personnel involved.

4.
Project Participants: For each member of the project team, provide a brief paragraph describing the person’s role in the project.  Also include a resume, one-page or less in length for each major participant.

5.
Literature Review: List and provide a written narrative evaluating relevant publications or projects.

6.
Institutional Endorsement: All proposals must be submitted through the appropriate officer for the institution.  All proposals become the property of University of Wisconsin System Administration.

7.
Ongoing or Previous Research: List all state-funded grants related to solid waste management that project participants have received within the past five years.  List the source of funds and status of each project.

8.
Letters of Support/Commitment: Letters from project collaborators and industry supporters may be attached.

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

Email a PDF of the proposal to Eileen Norby at enorby@uwsa.edu by midnight February 15, 2012 
APPLICATION PROCESSING

The Solid Waste Research Council will review proposals and advise the System President on the awarding of funds.  Criteria by which the proposals will be evaluated include:         

1.
The degree to which the proposal’s objectives meet the purpose and focus of the program.

2.
Soundness of scientific rationale and experimental design.

3.
Relevant expertise and experience of the investigator(s).

4.
The degree to which research results will benefit public and private solid waste management programs.

5.
Appropriateness of budget to conduct proposed research.

6. The feasibility of meeting the stated objectives during the project period.

Special consideration will be given to:
1. Investigators who have not received an award under this program.

2.
Proposals submitted by applicants representing two or more disciplines.

3.
Proposals that collaborate with Wisconsin industries, organizations or municipalities.  

Applicants will be notified of results by March 31, 2012.
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