OPID Activities for 2007-08
NSSE Meeting:  November 12, 2007.

Jillian Kinzie, from NSSE, will be here for a one-day meeting.  The goals of the meeting are to give faculty developers, along with campus NSSE contacts, an opportunity to learn from Jillian about how to ‘mine’ their existing campus data and plan to use that information to work with faculty to improve student learning.  The planning team has met and the agenda is being finalized along with the details. David Blough, from OPAR will consult with us on this.
Developmental Math/English Meeting:  (Date TBA)  

The current plan is to hold a one-day meeting with representatives invited from each institution.  We will also be careful to have representation by role: provosts, deans, faculty, faculty developers, as well as PK-16, OADD and OPAR staff.  The goal is to gather people together to begin to explore what the issues are around the teaching of developmental Math and English, so that we can determine what, if anything, System Administration might do to work with faculty on pedagogical change to support increased student success.  There would, I assume also be outcomes beyond those specifically related to teaching.

UTLG (Undergrad. Teaching and Learning Grant) Meeting:  February 15, 2008

This meeting is open to all PI’s (and whomever else they choose to bring) who received funding for their grant proposals in the 2007-08 cycle.  These are all follow-up grants to our Spring Conference, focusing on systematic inquiry into the first-year experience.  The Leadership Site will work with the OPID staff to design a meeting where grant recipients can talk about their projects, share their ideas with one another, ask questions and receive help in methodology, project design, and whatever else we might be able to help them refine in their work.  We will poll the group in September to find out what they feel will be most helpful for them. 

Lesson Study Meeting:  April 4, 2008  
OPID will fund a meeting for Lesson Study teams and past participants, which will be hosted by Bill Cerbin at UW-LaCrosse.  The purpose of this meeting is to establish a lesson study community in which instructors know about one another’s work, have opportunities to discuss their work, and start to build more advanced knowledge about lesson study, investigating student learning, etc. This meeting will be one way to showcase work and connect people.  In addition, it will allow us to document the successes of the Lesson Study Project, collect information on what isn’t working, and look towards building a smaller group of individuals who will take leadership at the campus level for lesson study.  

Symposium with IRE:  April 17-18, 2008, UW-Milwaukee
This is a joint conference with OPID and the Institute on Race and Ethnicity.  It is tentatively titled, Cultural Diversity in the Curriculum: Sharing Ideas and Best Practices across the UW System.  This symposium will be designed primarily to provide the campuses an opportunity to learn what each other is doing since the institution of the requirement nearly twenty years ago.  As in any curricular/graduation requirement, a key question focuses on the student learning outcomes that the requirement should foster, as well as the pedagogical strategies that reinforce such learning.  Also, it is worthwhile to look at the variety of courses that have been developed and are offered in line with the requirement.  Through concurrent sessions presented by campus teams, all the UW campuses will be able to learn more about relevant research, national trends, course and syllabi development, innovative teaching strategies, majors/minors/certificate programs, measurement of student learning, etc. 
