
Sharon Wilhelm
Interim Associate Vice President
University of Wisconsin System

January 30, 2009



 U.S. significantly lags other nations in 
education attainment

 Leading nations are Canada and Japan at 55% 
education attainment rate

 U.S. needs to produce 63 million degrees by 
2025 to match the leading nations’ rates 
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Sources:  OECD Education at a Glance 2008 and US Census Bureau 2006 American Community Survey
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

D
.C

.
M

as
s.

Co
lo

ra
do

Co
nn

.
V

er
m

on
t

M
ar

yl
an

d
N

ew
 H

am
p.

M
in

n.
V

ir
gi

ni
a

N
ew

 Je
rs

ey
N

ew
 Y

or
k

W
as

h.
H

aw
ai

i
N

. D
ak

ot
a

U
ta

h
R

. I
.

Ca
lif

.
Ill

in
oi

s
N

eb
ra

sk
a

Ka
ns

as
O

re
go

n
M

ai
ne

U
. S

.
M

on
ta

na
A

la
sk

a
W

is
co

ns
in

S.
 D

ak
ot

a
Fl

or
id

a
D

el
aw

ar
e

N
. C

ar
ol

in
a

Io
w

a
G

eo
rg

ia
W

yo
m

in
g

A
ri

zo
na

Pe
nn

.
Id

ah
o

M
ic

hi
ga

n
N

ew
 M

ex
ic

o
Te

xa
s

S.
 C

ar
ol

in
a

O
hi

o
M

is
so

ur
i

O
kl

ah
om

a
In

di
an

a
N

ev
ad

a
A

la
ba

m
a

Te
nn

.
M

is
s.

Ke
nt

uc
ky

A
rk

an
sa

s
Lo

ui
si

an
a

W
. V

ir
gi

ni
a

34.9 34.2



5
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey
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Source:  NCHEMS presentation to the WI Higher Education  
Business Roundtable, April 26, 2007



7

High School Graduates



Source:  postsecondary.org
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K-12 School 
Enrollment is 
declining.

Between 2001-2006, 
69% of school 
districts declined.

Births in Wisconsin 
were low in 1990s 
and early 2000s.
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High School Graduates
Going on to 

Higher Education



2000 2006
Wisconsin HS Graduates 63,815 68,585

Enrolled in Higher Education 57.8% 61.9%

Enrolled in Wisconsin: 47.0% 50.1%
UW System 32.4% 32.5%
Private Wisconsin 6.7% 7.6%
WTCS 8.0% 9.9%

Enrolled Out-of-State 10.7% 11.9%

Not Enrolled in Higher Education 42.2% 38.1%
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WI MN IL IN IA MI

High School 
Graduates 68,585 63,632 140,142 64,617 38,107 112,351

Enrolled in Higher 
Education 61.9% 68.0% 61.4% 62.3% 59.0% 64.6%
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HS Rank

Fall 2005 Fall 2006 Fall 2007

All New 
Freshmen

% Need 
Remedial

All New 
Freshmen

% Need 
Remedial

All New 
Freshmen

% Need 
Remedial

Top Quart 11,426 7.6% 10,943 7.1% 11,125 8.0%

2nd Quart 8,264 25.4% 8,157 25.7% 8,294 27.2%

3rd Quart 4,286 39.7% 4,191 40.5% 4,358 43.6%

4th Quart 1,057 50.3% 959 55.0% 1,205 57.2%

Total 25,033 20.8% 24,276 21.1% 24,982 23.0%
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Institutional 
Sector Total Enrollment Undergraduate

Graduate and 
Professional

UW System 173,393 50% 148,844 49% 24,549 60%

UW 4 yr 160,364 46% 135,815 45% 24,549 60%

UW 2 yr 13,029 4% 13,029 4%

WTCS 100,269 29% 100,269 33%

WI Private 4 yr 67,969 20% 51,763 17% 16,206 40%

WI Private 2 yr 3,584 1% 3,584 1%

Total Wisconsin 345,215 100% 304,460 100% 40,755 100%

Source:  IPEDS Fall Enrollment Survey
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Serving Older Adult 
Populations
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Source:  IPEDS, Fall 2007
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WI MN IA IL IN MI

# 
Enrolled

% of 
All UG

% of 
All UG

% of 
All UG

% of 
All UG

% of 
All UG

% of 
All UG

Public 4-Year 17,255 13% 15% 8% 16% 21% 15%

Public  2-year 51,115 45% 36% 25% 44% 49% 37%

Private 4-Year 15,338 30% 27% 52% 32% 30% 44%

Private 2-year 1,335 37% 38% 28% 38% 45% 56%

Total Wisconsin 85,043 28% 26% 32% 34% 29% 30%

Data source:  IPEDS, Fall 2007
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First to Second Year 
Retention Rates

at Institution Where Started
Six-Year Graduation Rate

at Any UW Institution

Aged 25 and Over 
(3 year avg.) 64.6% 30.1%

Total 79.2% 64.8%
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Transitions and Transfers



Institutional Sector
Transfer Transfers as a %

of All  New Students # %

UW System 9,115 61% 23.4%

WTCS 2,019 13% 11.1%

Private 3,844 26% 28.0%

Total Wisconsin 14,978 100% 21.1%

Source:  IPEDS Fall Enrollment Survey
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Out-of-State 
Institutions
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Educational Attainment
in Wisconsin
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Institutional
Sector

Retained Where 
Started

Graduated at Any 
Institution

Within Sector

Graduated at 
Institution 

Where Started

UW 4-Year 79.2% 64.8% 58.6%

Private 4-Year 76.7% Not Available 61.5%
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2nd year Retention Rates for the 2006 cohort
6 year Graduation Rates for the 2001 cohort 

Institutional
Sector

Retained Where 
Started

UW Colleges 57.1%
WTCS 68.8%
2nd year Retention Rates for the 2006 cohort



Total Degrees Associate Baccalaureate Graduate and 
Professional

UW System 32,002 58% 1,320 11% 23,723 72% 6,959 64%

WTCS 9,236 17% 9,236 78% 0 0% 0 0%

Private WI 14,312 25% 1,231 10% 9,082 28% 3,999 36%

Total 
Wisconsin 55,550 100% 11,787 100% 32,805 100% 10,958 100%

*Sums may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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 WI lags in educational attainment of its adult 
citizens

 WI needs to increase degree production to remain 
competitive

 WI should look to under-served populations in 
which to increase the economic status of the state 
and its citizens
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