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Data Source and Contact Information
Based on the UW System report on Undergraduate 
Transfer Students: 2008-09, supplemented with historical 
information where needed. 
Link to the report:  http://www.uwsa.edu/opar/orb-im/

Gail Bergman
Acting Director 
Office of Policy Analysis and Research
gbergman@uwsa.edu

Larry Rubin
Associate Vice President
Academic and Student Services
lrubin@uwsa.edu
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Presentation Overview

 Transfer Student Enrollment

 Transfer Student Characteristics

 Transfer Student Outcomes

 Transfer Policy Review
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New Transfer Students 
to UW System
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New Transfer Students to UW System 
by Source : 2008-09

Out-of-State 28% 
(3,932)

UW Colleges to
UW 4-Year 17%

(2,372)

Among UW 4-Year 20%
(2,769)

UW 4-Year to UW 
Colleges 4%

(526)

WTCS 22% 
(3,122)

WI Private 7%
(979)

International 2%  
(317)

Intra-UW System Transfers 
41% (5,667)



6

New WTCS Transfer Students to UW System
by Receiving Institution: 2008-09
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New WTCS Transfer Students to UW System
by Sending Institution: 2008-09

684

485

280 279 265

177
139 124 115 113 103 91 91 81 61 34

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700



8

Student Characteristics
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New Transfer Students to UW System 
by Age Group: Fall 2008
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WTCS is a Major Source of Non-Traditional Students
Transferring to UW System: Fall 2008
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New Transfer Students to UW System
by Race/Ethnicity: Fall 2008
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WTCS is a Major Source of Students of Color
Transferring to UW System: Fall 2008
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New Transfer Students to UW System
by Race/Ethnicity: Fall 1999-Fall 2008
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New Transfer Students to UW System
by Full-Time/Part-Time Status: Fall 2008

70%

88% 89% 83% 85%
95%

83%

30%
12% 11% 17% 15%

5%
17%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

WTCS UW Colleges UW 4-Year WI Private Out-of-State International Overall

Full-Time Part-Time



15

New Transfer Students to UW System 
by Classification at Entrance: Fall 2008
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New WTCS Transfer Students to UW System
by Classification at Entrance

Fall 1999-Fall 2008 
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Student Outcomes
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Average First Year GPA
New Transfer Students to UW System 
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2nd Year Retention Rate
New Transfer Students to UW System 
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2nd Year Retention Rate 
Fall 2007 New Transfer Cohort to UW System 

by Classification & Full-Time Status & Age 
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Six-Year Graduation Rate
New Transfer Students to UW System 
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Six-Year Graduation Rate 
Fall 2002 New Transfer Cohort to UW System  

by Classification & Full-Time Status & Age
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Summary

 More than 14,000 new students transferred into and within UW 
System institutions in 2008-09.

 More than 3,100 of these students transferred from the WTCS. 
 The percentage of new transfer students from the WTCS has 

increased from 17% in 1999-00 to 22% in 2008-09.
 WTCS transfer students are older and are more likely to enroll 

part-time and at the freshman level.
 The percentage of WTCS students transferring to UW System at 

the  sophomore or upperclass level has increased, from 44% in 
fall 1999 to 59% in fall 2008, a significant improvement. 

 WTCS transfer students have about the same 1st year GPA’s as 
other transfer students and slightly lower 2nd year retention 
rates but are less likely to graduate within 6 years after they 
transfer.
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