Community Leaders Support the University of Wisconsin System

May 7, 2003

To: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance:

Senator Alberta Darling Representative Dean Kaufert
Senator Robert Welch Representative Michael Huebsch
Senator Mary Lazich Representative David Ward
Senator Ted Kanavas Representative Dan Meyer
Senator Sheila Harsdorf Representative Jeff Stone
Senator Scott Fitzgerald Representative Kitty Rhoades
Senator Russell Decker Representative Spencer Coggs
Senator Gwendolynne Moore Representative Dan Schooff

Shortly you will be voting on a matter of great importance to us — the University of Wisconsin System budget for 2003-
05. We are very much aware of the state’s fiscal constraints but we also know that the university is critical to Wisconsin’s
economy.

Every state dollar spent on the UW leverages an additional two dollars that are equally important to Wisconsin’s
economic health. The overall annual impact of the university is 28,000 graduates to work in our state economy and $10
billion dollars or 5% of Wisconsin’s economic productivity. This represents “brain gain” jobs for Wisconsin that we can’t
afford to lose. We work closely with the universities in our communities and we know first-hand how important they are
to our economic vitality. Please hold the line and go no deeper than the $250 million in cuts proposed by Governor Doyle
for 2003-05. This is far more than the university’s “fair” share.

We also urge you to support the tuition increases, without which these cuts to the university will be truly dire. Even after
these increases, UW tuition will remain low compared to neighboring universities — and we support the added financial
aid to make these increases affordable to the state’s poorest students.

As alumni, employers, public officials, and business leaders, we know that balancing budgets is not easy, but we also

know what a tremendous value our university system is for the money spent. We strongly urge you to support the
university in your upcoming vote. A stronger economy and brighter future for us all will be your reward.

Sincerely,
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State Financial Services Corporation

May 6, 2003

Dear Members of the Joint Committee on Finance:

Shortly you will be voting on a matter of great importance to us —the University of
Wisconsin System budget for 2003-05. We are very much aware of the state’s fiscal
constraints but we also know that the university is critical to Wisconsin’s economy.

Every state dollar spent on the UW leverages an additional two dollars that are equally
important to Wisconsin’s economic health. The overall annual impact of the university is
28,000 graduates to work in our state economy and $10 billion dollars or 5% of
Wisconsin’s economic productivity. This represents “brain gain” jobs for Wisconsin that
we can’t afford to lose. We work closely with the universities in our communities and
we know first-hand how important they are to our economic vitality. Please hold the line
and go no deeper than the $250 million in cuts proposed by Governor Doyle for 2003-05.
This is far more than the university’s “fair” share.

We also urge you to support the tuition increases, without which these cuts to the
university will be truly dire. Even after these increases, UW tuition will remain low
compared to neighboring universities - and we support the added financial aid to make
these increases affordable to the state’s poorest students.

As alumni, employers, public officials, and business leaders, we know that balancing
budgets is not easy, but we also know what a tremendous value out university system is
for the money spent. We strongly urge you to support the university in your upcoming
vote. A stronger economy and brighter future for us all will be your reward.
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Michael ). Falbo, President and Chief Executive Officer
10708 W. Janesville Road ¢ P.O. Box 467 ¢ Hales Corners, WI 53130-0467 Phone (414) 425-1600 * Fax (414) 425-8939

Sincerely,




