What Is WEPA?

The Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act (WEPA), sec. 1.11, Wis. Statutes., was created by Chapter 274, Laws of 1971 and became effective on April 29, 1972.  It is closely patterned after the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which was effective January 1, 1970.  WEPA requires that all state agencies prepare environmental impact statements (EIS) with every recommendation or report on proposals for legislation and other major activities “significantly affecting the human environment.”     In addition, WEPA requires state agencies to study, develop and describe alternatives when a particular course of action involves unresolved conflicts in the use of available resources.  
In accordance with WEPA and the regulations of the Federal Council on Environmental Quality, the UW System has developed a Project Type Action List to assist in determining the need for an environmental impact statement.  The list consists of three classifications that follow:

Type I

Those actions which require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Type II

Those actions which may or may not require an EIA but must be evaluated 



by completing an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Type III
Actions which do not require an EIS or EIA

One of the various functions in the Capital Planning and Budget office is the role of the UW System Environmental Affairs Officer.  That individual assists the institutions and the Division of State Facilities in identifying potential impacts to determine the appropriate classification for actions which require WEPA consideration and provides oversight for the identified process. 
