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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2012
Project 12A2U
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
2.
Request:  Authority to demolish the River Commons building, which is located at 632 Pearl Avenue on the UW Oshkosh campus, for a total estimated cost of $693,000 Insurance Funds. 
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project will demolish and remove one building on the UW-Oshkosh campus: the River Commons, which is located at 632 Pearl Avenue.  A Wisconsin Asbestos and Lead Abatement Management System (WALMS) survey has been done on the facility.  Work will include the abatement of all hazardous materials in the building.  
4.
Justification of the Request:  This building is unoccupied and has outlived its useful life; is in relatively poor condition due to severe flooding in June 2008; and does not meet current or future needs.  The 51,699 GSF River Commons, located at 632 Pearl Avenue, is the site for intramural recreations fields as developed through the master plan to partially satisfy a campus wide shortage of space dedicated to outdoor intramural activities.  The three main entities occupying space in River Commons prior to the flood were the Gruenhagen Conference Center meeting rooms, the Department of Corrections Training Program, and Residence Life offices, maintenance, and support functions.  These groups were either temporarily moved off-campus or relocated to other facilities, including spaces previously used for storage.

The campus intends to develop this site and the adjacent parking lots into synthetic intramural athletic fields for flag football (2) soccer (1) rugby (1) and lacrosse (1).  Demolition will be funded by a portion of the insurance proceeds already received and is requested now so the site can be prepared for these fields.  

A fundraising effort is underway to construct an Alumni Welcome and Conference Center across Pearl Avenue on land adjacent to the Fox River by the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Foundation.  The Alumni Welcome and Conference Center will recreate meeting rooms lost and house the offices of the foundation and Alumni Affairs.  Because the insurance value was based on repair and renovation of River Commons, the funds not utilized on the demolition will be expended toward a condominium agreement with the foundation for the meeting rooms within that facility as well as renovation of the Gruenhagen Conference Center to meet the programmatic needs for the Department of Corrections Training Program.  Residence Life offices, maintenance, and some support functions have been integrated into other facilities across the UW-Oshkosh campus. 

River Commons is listed in the Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory as eligible for future listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  The UW System Historic Preservation officer has worked with the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) to meet the historic preservation requirements set forth in s. 44.40, Wis. Stats.  Consequently, the WHS has approved the demolition of River Commons.  The WHS does require the campus to complete a mitigation plan for the building including photo and record documentation of the existing building. 
5.
Budget and Schedule:  
	Demolition Cost
	
	$491,000

	  Haz Material Abatement
	
	52,000

	Total Demolition
	
	543,000

	Contingency
	15 %
	82,000

	A/E Design Fees
	8 %
	43,000 

	DSF Management Fees
	4 %
	25,000

	Equipment/Other
	
	              0

	Total Cost
	
	$693,000 


	SBC Approval
	February 2012

	A/E Selection
	March 2012

	Design Complete
	June 2012

	Bidding
	August 2012

	Demolition
	September 2012


6.
Previous Action:  None.
7.
Contacts:

David Miller – UW System – 608-265-0551
Maura Donnelly – UW System – 608-263-5742

