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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
Request for 

State Building Commission Action

February 2012
1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Authority to transfer 0.374 acres of undeveloped Board of Regents-owned land to the adjacent private property owner.
3. Description and Scope of Project:  This action will resolve a substantiated claim of adverse possession, through the proposed transfer of 0.374 acres of undeveloped, rural Board of Regents-owned land located at 18600 West Mound Road, Town of Belmont, Lafayette County, to adjacent property owner Mrs. Esther Mootz.  The Mootz property is located at 29978 County Road B, Town of Belmont.  The fair market value of the 0.374 acres is less than $3,000.  There will be no compensation to the Board of Regents or the campus for the transfer.  The recipient of the transfer is to pay the transfer tax and the recording fee.  

The 0.374-acre parcel that is proposed for transfer is a fraction of the Board of Regents-owned 90-acre Platteville Mound property, which is located four miles east of the main campus.  The Board of Regents acquired the 90-acre Platteville Mound property in 1959, and the campus has used and maintained the property ever since as an outdoor environmental learning laboratory and recreation space.  The 0.374-acre transfer does not impact the functionality or accessibility of the remaining Board of Regents property.


The legal description of the 0.374 acres to be transferred is identified by a Certified Survey Map, dated September 3, 2010, and is follows:

A parcel of land lying within the Northwest Quarter of Section 5, Township 3 North, Range 1 East of the 4th Principle Meridian, Lafayette County, Wisconsin:

Commencing at the West Quarter of said Section 5; Thence North 01 degrees 16 minutes 59 seconds West, 244.50 feet along the West line of the Northwest Quarter of Said Section5; 
1) Thence South 85 degrees 00 minutes 44 seconds East, 33.20 feet, to the Point of Beginning:

2) Thence continue South 85 degrees 00 minutes 44 seconds East, 252.09 feet;

3) Thence North 44 degrees 58 minutes 57 seconds West, 194.77 feet;
4) Thence South 46 degrees 41 minutes 51 seconds West, 156.17 feet, to a point on the Easterly right-of-way line of West Mound Road (66-foot right-of-way)

5) Thence South 01 degrees 16 minutes 59 seconds East, 8.74 feet along said Easterly right-of-way line, to the point-of Beginning.

That this parcel contains 0.374 acres, more or less, and is subject to easements, reservations, restrictions, and right-of-way of record and not of record.

4. Justification of the Project:  In November 2010, UW System Legal Council, and the UW-Platteville campus were contacted by Johnson, Kranz, and McDaniel, Attorneys at Law, representing Mrs. Esther Mootz.  Through the process of completing Mr. Don Mootz’s estate and transferring the residence to Mrs. Esther Mootz, a survey discovered that a small portion of the Mootz’s garden and yard was not included in the Mootz property description. The record title of this small portion of property is the Board of Regents, as described in the legal description above. 

The basis for the claim for adverse possession is the 0.374 acre parcel was believed by the Mootzes to be part of the Mootz property, and it had been used by Mrs. Mootz as a garden, mowed and fenced for many years.  This belief is substantiated by a section of fence that the campus located and constructed in 1959, maintained since by the campus, and which remains in place today.  The 1959 fence location is now understood by the campus and UW System Legal Counsel as a mistake, since it was not constructed on the true property boundary.  The transfer of the 0.374 acres to Mrs. Esther Mootz will correct this mistake.
5. Previous Action:  None.

6. Contacts:

David Miller – UW System – 608-265-0051

Kate Sullivan – UW System – 608-263-3400


