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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

September 2009
Project 09G1Y
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin System
2.
Request:  Release of $130,000 Building Trust Funds-Planning to provide for a systemwide survey to identify historic buildings.
3.
Project Description and Scope:  This project will conduct a systemwide evaluation and inventory of all aged buildings on thirteen UW System campuses.  The process will work with the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS), Division of Historic Preservation, the UW System Historic Preservation Officer (HPO), the Division of State Facilities (DSF), and each campus to evaluate the eligibility of each aged building for its listing on the National Register of Historic Places and the Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Places.  The project will also determine whether buildings that are already listed on the register are worthy of that listing, or if they should be removed.  The consultant team will reconcile the lists of buildings in terms of addresses, names, and building inventory numbers, in order to coordinate with UW System, DSF, and WHS databases. 
The work will be divided into four sections.  The first section will involve the gathering of data from archives, campuses, and the Wisconsin Historical Society.  The section will create a master list of buildings used and maintained by the UW System campuses.  Section three will summarize the building’s eligibility and document each building’s physical appearance and integrity.  During the final section of the work, the consultant will meet with DSF, UW System, and WHS to negotiate the inclusion of or the removal of buildings.  The Wisconsin Historical Society has committed to use the information gathered from this survey to update their data base as it relates to UW System buildings.

4.
Justification of the Request:  Currently there are over 2,100 buildings in the UW System portfolio.  More than 100 of those buildings are currently listed on the Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Places, and approximately half of those listed are located on the UW-Madison campus.  More than ten of the listed buildings are considered to be a National Historic Landmark.  A majority of the buildings listed were done so without the knowledge of the campuses or UW System.  The intention of this project is to confirm existing listings, determine if other buildings should be added to the list, and determine if other buildings should be removed from the inventory.  For example, the entire UW-Parkside campus is included in the WHS inventory.  There are a number of new buildings and other maintenance buildings on that campus that should not be included in that inventory.  The result of this project will be an understanding as to which buildings need to remain on the list and which buildings should be removed. 
The State of Wisconsin Building Commission policies require state agencies to prepare and maintain an inventory of historic properties in their ownership, based on listings of "historic properties" as defined by s. 13.48(lm) and provided by the State Historical Society.  Each agency’s six-year facilities plan must outline measures to comply with their long-range planning responsibilities cited in s. 44.41, Wis. Stats., with respect to historic buildings. 
The UW System Six Year Plan includes a profile of each UW System building in the plan.  Buildings on the current inventory are noted within each profile.  With an updated list we can ensure that our plans are current in regard to the building commission policy. 
5.
Budget:  $130,000 Building Trust Funds
Schedule: 

A/E Selection
September 2009

Campus Visits Begin
October 2009

Draft Survey
December 2009

Final Report
February 2010

6. 
Previous Action:  None.

