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1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Authority to: (1) purchase a property of approximately 1.26 acres, located at 840 South Chestnut Street, Platteville, Wisconsin, for $125,000 ($86,000 Program Revenue-Cash and $39,000 Gift Funds) and (2) convey land along Chestnut Street that is necessary to construct the Grant County Chestnut Street Realignment and Bridge Replacement project to the city of Platteville and grant the necessary rights-of-way. 
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This property, which is located at 840 South Chestnut Street, Platteville, Wisconsin, abuts university-owned property to the southeast of the Ralph E. Davis Pioneer Stadium.

A Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment was completed in July 2009 by IIW Engineers and Surveyors as part of the Grant County Chestnut Street Realignment and Bridge Replacement project.  This consultant-prepared document states that no environmental conditions were recognized that would likely indicate the presence of hazardous substances or petroleum products on this property under conditions that indicate an existing release, a past release, or material threat of a release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products into structures on the property or into the ground, groundwater, or surface water of the property.


A campus-prepared Environmental Assessment for Real Estate Acquisitions was completed in August 2009.  The review revealed insignificant problems and no apparent environmental contamination, and stated that no further examination was necessary.

Two appraisals of this property were completed in the summer of 2009.  The two appraisals were $90,000 and $82,000, with an average fair-market-value of $86,000.  The owners of the property were unwilling to sell for this amount.  To assure timely property acquisition to support the Chestnut Street Realignment and Bridge Replacement project, the campus will purchase the property for $125,000.


The project will also transfer portions of land adjacent to Chestnut Street to the city of Platteville as determined by engineering design and surveys.  The land transfers constitute the university’s contribution to the county road improvement project.  In addition, some permanent rights-of-way will be granted to the city for road access.

4.
Justification of the Project:  The 1967 Wisconsin State University-Platteville Master Plan defined two arterial streets flanking the campus, West Main Street to the North, and Hickory Street to the east, as campus boundaries.  These two boundaries were further supported in the university’s Campus Development Plan which was reviewed by the Building Commission in March 1995.


University ownership of this property will contribute to the development of a new entrance to the campus from US HWY 151/Business 151.  Currently, the best existing vehicle access route to the campus from Business HWY 151 is inefficient, indirect, and does not serve the needs of the campus or the community.  The new entrance is supported by the Grant County Highway Commissioner, the city of Platteville, and the campus.  The new entrance will be accomplished by the Grant County Highway Department replacing and re-orienting a deteriorated concrete bridge, which is at the end of its lifespan, and the city developing a round-a-bout and new street from the new bridge to the campus.  Construction is scheduled to begin in spring 2010.
5.
Previous Action: None.

