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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
Request for 

State Building Commission Action
May 2009
1. Institution: The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Authority to (1) accept a gift-in-kind of two parcels of land, 435 Gridley Avenue and an undeveloped 0.67 acre property known as Tract 1 located along South Chestnut Street in Platteville Township, from the UW-Platteville Foundation valued at $20,500 and $5,000 respectively, and (2) purchase a privately-owned property, which is located at 820 South Chestnut Street, at an acquisition cost of $141,900 Program Revenue-Cash.  
3. Description and Scope of Project:  The three properties are:

Area/sq. ft.
Acreage
435 Gridley Avenue
   10,500
   0.24
Tract 1, along S. Chestnut Street
   29,185
   0.67
820 S. Chestnut Street
   32,029
   0.74


The three properties abut university-owned property to the east and south-east of the Ralph E. Davis Pioneer Stadium.  Gridley Avenue and South Chestnut Street carry significant traffic and serve as the dominate access route to the campus from Highway 151 (Business 151).

The 435 Gridley Avenue property is a vacant lot which has been owned by the UW‑Platteville Foundation since December 2004.  An Environmental Assessment for Real Estate Acquisitions was completed on the property in November 2004, and no apparent environmental contamination was found.  Two appraisals of this property were completed in 2004.  They valued the property at $21,500 and $19,500 and their average establishes a fair market value of $20,500.

The undeveloped Tract 1 property has been owned by the UW-Platteville Foundation since August 2008.  An Environmental Assessment for Real Estate Acquisitions was completed for this property in July 2008, and no apparent environmental contamination was found.  The estimated property value, which is based on comparable acreage, is $5,000.


The 820 South Chestnut Street property contains a single-story cement-block building (60’ x 90’) that was constructed in 1926 and is now in poor condition.  An Environmental Assessment for Real Estate Acquisitions was completed for this property in October 2008.  The Certification of Assessment Findings required a limited additional investigation that was completed by an environmental services consultant.  


This additional testing found a limited amount of asbestos-containing building materials that are within expected quantities and will require standard abatement.  The additional testing also included ground borings from which groundwater samples were analyzed.  One sample was determined to contain an elevated level of lead attributed to naturally-occurring lead deposits.  These findings are consistent with other test sites in the region due to the existence of naturally-occurring lead in the ground in historically mineable quantities.  The WDNR has issued a Liability Clarification Letter to the current property owner that exempts both the current and future owners of this property from liability pertaining to naturally-occurring lead and the natural impact of this lead on groundwater.  Two appraisals were completed on this property in the summer of 2007.  They valued the property at $133,800 and $150,000 and their average establishes a fair market value of $141,900. 
4.
Justification of the Project:  The 1967 Wisconsin State University-Platteville Master Plan defined two arterial streets flanking the campus, West Main Street to the North, and Hickory Street to the east, as campus boundaries.  These two boundaries were further supported by the UW-Platteville Campus Development Plan which was reviewed by the Board of Regents and the Building Commission in March 1995.


University ownership of these three properties will contribute to the development of a new entrance to the campus from US HWY 151/Business 151.  Currently, the best existing vehicle access route to the campus from Business HWY 151 is inefficient, indirect, and does not serve the needs of the campus or community.  The new entrance is supported by the Grant County Highway Commissioner, the city of Platteville, and the campus.  The new entrance will be accomplished by the replacement and reorientation of a deteriorated concrete bridge by the Grant County Highway Department.  The city of Platteville will develope a roundabout and a new street from the new bridge to the campus.  The city of Platteville Capital Improvement Plan documents indicate that this new street project is proposed for the year 2014.

5.
Previous Action:  None.
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