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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
Request for

State Building Commission Action

June 2009

Project 08B3M

1. Institution: The University of Wisconsin–La Crosse
2. Request:  Contingent upon enumeration in the 2009-11 Capital Budget, approval of the Design Report of the Residence Hall project and to authority to construct the project at a total estimated cost of $48,000,000 ($43,000,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing $5,000,000 Program Revenue-Cash).
3.
Description and Scope of Project: This project will provide for the construction of a 500‑bed, 214,000 GSF residence hall in the northwest quadrant of the campus that will replace Baird and Trowbridge halls.
The five-story building has been designed to include sustainable design principles that emphasize energy efficiency, long term durability, and ease of maintenance, while still retaining a high degree of flexibility.  The project goal is to attain a minimum of a US Green Building Council LEED Silver Certification.


Each resident room will share a bathroom with the adjacent room.  The living units in this new facility will be designed as eighteen distinct houses.  Each house will contain twelve or fourteen double rooms and two single rooms.  The rooms will surround a common space at the center of each “house” that will accommodate a common TV viewing and casual gathering area, as well as a quiet gathering area.  These two gathering spaces in the “house” will be separated by a kitchenette area containing a sink, microwave, countertops, and casework.  Two separate apartments for hall directors are also included in the facility.


Common use spaces in the building include a front desk and lobby area, a computer lab, residence hall association offices, a group study area, a kitchen, a laundry, a game room and a large seminar room that could be subdivided into smaller spaces.  In addition, this new facility is designed to house the UW-La Crosse Office of Residence Life, which is currently located in Wilder Hall.
4.
Justification of the Request: The university will begin construction of a new academic building in June 2009.  The new building will be located at the academic core of campus and will provide an anchor for the future campus mall, as described in the 2005 UW-La Crosse Campus Master Plan.  As part of this project, two existing residence halls, Baird and Trowbridge Halls, and an existing administrative building that was formerly a residence hall, Wilder Hall, will be demolished.  When this occurs, approximately 400 existing residence hall beds will be removed from the campus inventory.  In addition, the UW-La Crosse Office of Residence Life is one of several departments that currently reside in Wilder Hall and when that building is demolished they will no longer have a permanent office location for that program.


In anticipation of the loss of beds, another existing residence hall, Reuter Hall, was demolished and a new Reuter Hall with an additional 180 beds was constructed in 2006. The university is now in the early stages of implementing a plan to increase enrollment by approximately 500 students during a multi-year plan.


Consequently, the university desires to replace the 400 beds that will be lost when Baird and Trowbridge Halls are demolished, and to also add approximately 100 beds to the overall campus inventory of residence hall spaces to accommodate the current growth.  The university also desires to construct a new permanent office suite to accommodate the Office of Residence Life.
5.
Budget and Schedule:
	Budget
	Cost

	Construction
	$37,940,700

	Contingency
	2,432,377

	A/E Fees
	2,975,205

	Other Fees
	194,795

	DSF Management Fee
	1,614,923

	Energy Management System
	517,000

	Movable & Special Equipment
	2,205,000

	Percent for the Arts
	120,000

	Estimated Total Project Cost
	$48,000,000


Construction Cost/GSF
$177
Project Cost/GSF
$224
	Schedule
	Date

	Submission of Bid Documents for Final Review
	September 2009

	Bid Opening 
	December 2009

	Start Construction
	January 2010

	Substantial Completion/Occupancy
	July 2011


6.
Previous Actions:
	

	March 19, 2007
	Recommended enumeration of the Residence Hall project as part of the 2007-09 Capital Budget, at an estimated total project cost of $49,500,000 ($44,500 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing and $5,000,000 cash).  The project was subsequently enumerated at that level and funding source.


.

