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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
Request for

State Building Commission Action
June 2009
1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Authority to construct a forensic laboratory house at the UW-Platteville Farm and to waive Wis. Stat. § 16.855 under provisions of Wis. Stat. § s.16.855 (20) to allow for construction by UW-Platteville Building Construction Management students and selected subcontractors. 
3. Description and Scope of Project:  The laboratory house will be built adjacent to the existing Forensic Investigation Research Facility which is located at the UW-Platteville Pioneer Farm, just south of the UW-Platteville Swine Center.  The area is currently fenced and will remain so to further control access to the facility after construction.  Electric and water utilities are currently available at the UW-Platteville Swine Center and will be the access points for utility development for the proposed structure.  


The structure will be a 1500 GSF single-story building with vinyl siding and an asphalt shingled roof.   It will have three bedrooms, one bathroom, a kitchen, a living room, and an attached one car garage with gravel driveway.  There will be a full basement and attic.   One of the bedrooms will have exterior access and will be equipped with two-way mirrors or closed circuit television.  It will function as an observation room from which instructors and observers will observe activities taking place within the other portions of the building.  The structure will have water, electricity, and associated utilities.  A septic system will be included to accommodate the various laboratory and research function that will take place in this building.
Although this project is not intended to be an actual residence, the house will be built according to the Uniform Building Code and will undergo routine inspections by a state-authorized inspector.  The structure will only be used for teaching and research purposes and will not be inhabited.
4.
Justification of the Project:  During the past seven years the UW-Platteville Building Construction Management students have built one private home per year in the Platteville area.  Their involvement included designing the home, estimating materials, developing the project schedule, securing the necessary building permits, bidding various subcontractor work, and providing actual construction labor.  These construction projects are required in order to meet the educational objectives of the Construction Laboratory course criteria.

This project will provide an educational opportunity for three different departments at
UW-Platteville.  The design and building of the forensic laboratory house will be undertaken by the students enrolled in the Building and Construction Management course.  When the structure 
is completed it will be used as a laboratory for the application of forensic investigation courses by the Criminal Justice Department along with the Building Construction Management students.  The students of ornamental horticulture and landscape design courses will also use the surrounding grounds for research.  

Currently, there are eight courses in Forensic Investigation being taught at UW-Platteville.  The UW System has given permission for UW-Platteville to begin planning a Forensic Investigation major, with an anticipated inauguration of that program in fall 2010.  This program is unique both within the Tri-State area and the nation.  In order to properly educate, train, and prepare students it is necessary that they be given the opportunity to put their theoretical learning into practice.  For forensic investigation, this includes opportunities to conduct search patterns and participate in activities such as fingerprint collection and preservation, crime scene photography, sketching and mapping, and various other evidence collection techniques.  
The existing Forensic Investigation Research Facility is a one-acre plot of land which was set aside for use by the Criminal Justice Department as a place to conduct research related to forensic investigation techniques.  The addition of this laboratory house would allow students to conduct practical scenarios in an indoor environment and allow for broader forensic experiences.
It is anticipated that this structure would also be used by university, local, county, state,
Tri-State police, and public safety personnel for their required continuing education training relating to tactics, response, crime scene, and emergency incidents.  These agencies could also make use of the proposed structure for scenario based learning. 
Southwest Wisconsin Technical College, located in Fennimore, Wisconsin, hosts a law enforcement training academy at UW-Platteville each summer.  During that time students who attend have the opportunity to attain State of Wisconsin police officer certification.  As part of that academy experience, students must undergo a final week of scenario-based training which will appropriately be held at the proposed facility, after its construction.  
This project will offer opportunities for the ornamental horticulture students who specialize in the design and management of landscapes.  Each year this department works with local residents to design and install a residential landscape project.  The construction of this forensic laboratory house will provide an opportunity for ornamental horticulture students to design and implement a residential landscape plan.

The waiver of Wis. Stat. § 16.855 is required to allow UW-Platteville students to perform the project construction and to allow the Construction Management students to select project subcontractors from solicited bids.  The estimated project value of these subcontracts will be under $40,000.  Construction will begin in summer 2009 with completion by spring 2010.
5.
Previous Action:  None.
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