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REQUEST FOR ENUMERATION

FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Project:  The University of Wisconsin–Madison
School of Veterinary Medicine TomoTherapy Addition
$2,546,000 Gift Funds
Description:   This project will construct a 3,570 ASF/5,200 GSF addition to the School of Veterinary Medicine to house a veterinary TomoTherapy unit.  The addition will be located on the northeast side of the current School of Veterinary Medicine Building.  The facility will include space for the TomoTherapy unit, a control area where veterinarians and technicians manage the operation of the unit, an area to prepare animals for the procedures, a conference room and mechanical space. There will be no external entrance to the addition: it will connect internally to the existing hospital.  Building materials and finishes will match the existing School of Veterinary Medicine Building. 

Justification:  The Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital (VMTH) opened in 1983.  It is located in the School of Veterinary Medicine Building on the west campus.  The hospital supports the school’s provision of excellent primary and specialized care for companion animals (including equine patients) and food animals. There has been no expansion or major renovation of the hospital since its construction.  Since the design of the hospital in the late 1970’s, clinical veterinary medicine has changed markedly.  Many more clinical specialties have been developed, and sophisticated new treatment technologies and approaches are now considered routine.
The SVM has one of the top veterinary oncology programs in the nation.  Since 1996, small animal oncology cases alone have doubled from 1884 to 3785 a year.  By 2006, oncology care represented 21% of all small animal cases, the highest demand among the specialty and primary care services.

While the school’s existing cobalt 60 radiation unit can treat cancers in pets, the unit is outdated.  Because it cannot pinpoint treatment the way TomoTherapy technology can, pets with tumors near the eye or other sensitive tissues will often lose the eye or other tissue to radiation burns.

The School of Veterinary Medicine plans to bring this human technology back into a veterinary setting.  This would be the first TomoTherapy unit in use for veterinary medicine in the world.   Without access to modern equipment, the school cannot continue to develop new and better treatment options for dogs with cancer because funding agencies are increasingly reluctant to support clinical trials involving aged and unreliable equipment such as the cobalt 60 unit. 
A typical TomoTherapy unit costs more than $3 million, but because the School of Veterinary Medicine helped with initial trials and because the parent company is located in Madison, TomoTherapy is offering the school a new unit, reengineered for animal use
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