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1. Institution:  University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

2. Request:  Authority to accept a gift from the UW-Stevens Point Foundation of approximately 21 acres of land which is valued at $31,650 and located at the Treehaven Field Station near Tomahawk, Wisconsin.
3. Description and Scope of Project:  This gift of land will expand the boundaries of university-owned acreage to approximately 40 acres (a quarter-quarter section) at the Treehaven Natural Resource and Education Center near Tomahawk, Wisconsin, in Lincoln County.  The consolidated 40-acre parcel will be approximately 1,350 feet by 1,310 feet.
4. Justification of the Project:  The current 18.9 acres of university owned land at Treehaven was transferred by the UW-Stevens Point Foundation in two stages:  6.9 acres were transferred in 1984 and 12 acres were transferred in 2003.  The UW-Stevens Point Foundation originally received the land in 1979 as part of a gift of 960 acres to create Treehaven.  This property carries a deed restriction that the land will always be used to support environmental education.  The deed contained a further restriction that no more than 10 acres could be transferred from control by the foundation.  The restriction resulted in some irregular land boundaries to contain all of the university owned structures that are needed to operate the field station.  The restriction was eased by the original donors allowing up to 20 acres to be transferred in 2002 to accommodate construction of four duplex cabins.  A land survey of the 2003 transfer showed that a radio transmitter tower, which was thought to be within the expanded acreage, was still outside the acreage.  Instead of creating a new irregular parcel to capture the transmitter, the recommended approach was to request easing the restriction to allow the transfer of a full quarter-quarter section (40 acres).  This has been accomplished and will allow sufficient space for future growth and facility needs.  An environmental audit was completed and no significant limitations were identified.  The land is currently property-tax exempt, therefore, this ownership change will not result in any tax impact to local taxing authorities.
The Treehaven Field Station is a residential natural resources education and conference facility that is located in Lincoln County between Rhinelander and Tomahawk, Wisconsin.   The Field Station was first occupied in 1984 to fulfill direct field study requirements for graduation from the UW-Stevens Point College of Natural Resources (CNR).  It is located on a glacial ridge overlooking 1,400 acres of forest and wetlands and contains approximately 43,000 GSF of facilities including two dormitories, a classroom and dining center, two cabins, a manager’s home, and various maintenance and storage buildings. Students majoring in natural resources must attend one of two six-week sessions held each summer at Treehaven where they gain field experience in forestry, wildlife management, soil science, and water resources.   During the remainder of the year the facility is used for a number of short courses through CNR, other UW-Stevens Point colleges, and UW‑Extension.  The facilities are also available to other state agencies and private/public groups for education, meetings, and retreats on a fee basis. 
5. Budget:  None.
6. Previous Action:  

April 17, 2002     11
Granted authority to:
a)  accept a gift of approximately 12 acres of land, three existing buildings and one new two-unit cabin from the UW-Stevens Point Foundation at the University-owned Treehaven Field Station near Tomahawk;
b)  permit the Foundation to construct up to three more 2-unit cabins at an estimated cost of $180,000 each – Gift Funds; and
c)  waive s.16.855 under s.13.48(19) to permit construction of the cabins under terms of a land use agreement with the Board of Regents.
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