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1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2. Request:  Approval of the Design Report and authority to construct the TomoTherapy Addition project for the School of Veterinary Medicine at an estimated project cost of $2,546,000 Gift Funds.
3.
 Project Scope and Description:  This project will construct a 3,465 ASF/6,125 GSF addition to the School of Veterinary Medicine to house a veterinary TomoTherapy unit.  The addition will be located on the northeast side of the current School of Veterinary Medicine Building.  The facility will include space for the TomoTherapy unit, support spaces to manage the operation of the unit and prepare animals for procedures, a physical therapy room, and mechanical space.
4.
Justification of the Request:  The Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital (VMTH) opened in 1983, which is the same year the first students enrolled in the School of Veterinary Medicine.  The hospital supports the school’s provision of excellent primary and specialized care for a variety of animals (including equine patients). 


The School of Veterinary Medicine has one of the top veterinary oncology programs in the nation.  Since 1996, small animal oncology cases alone have doubled from 1,884 to 3,785 per year.  By 2006, oncology care represented 21% of all small animal cases, the highest demand among the specialty and primary care services.  The hospital’s Animal Cancer Treatment program promotes the philosophy of improving the quality of life while using the most advanced techniques to treat cancer.  Advances are improving cancer treatment of both companion animals and humans while reducing the suffering and deaths of many pets with cancer. 


TomoTherapy is a unique combination of radiation treatment and a helical CT scanner that offers superior tumor control with much less toxicity.  While the school’s existing cobalt‑60 radiation unit can treat cancers in pets, the unit is outdated.  For example, because the current unit cannot pinpoint treatment the way TomoTherapy technology can, pets with tumors near the eye or other sensitive tissues will often lose the eye or other tissue to radiation burns.  This project will allow Wisconsin to become the first veterinary medical school to offer this brand new technology.  
5.
Budget and Schedule:


Construction
$1,899,000


Contingency
 190,000


Other Fees
69,000


AE Fees
198,000


DSF Fees
84,000


Movable Equipment
100,000


Percent For Art
       6,000

Total 
$2,546,000


BOR/SBC Approvals
December 2008


Bid Opening
March 2009


Start of Construction
April 2009


Completion/Occupancy
July 2010

6.
Previous Action:    

February 20, 2008
Approved a request for enumeration of an addition to the School of Veterinary Medicine to house a veterinary TomoTherapy unit at a cost of $2,546,000 Gift Funds.


