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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM 
Request for

State Building Commission Action

April 2008
Project 08C50
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
2. Request:  Authority to install artificial turf on the football field at Perkins Stadium under terms of a land use agreement between the Board of Regents and the UW-Whitewater Foundation and to accept the completed project as a gift-in-kind.
3. Description and Scope of Project:  This project will enable the UW-Whitewater Foundation to replace the natural turf at Perkins Stadium football field (~90,000 SF) on the campus of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater with a modern synthetic turf.  The cost of the turf replacement was estimated at $1,100,000.  This upgrade will match turf technology of other fields in the NCAA Division III conference.  Project work will include site preparation, stripping existing soil, regrading, application of geo-textile fabric, installation of a flat panel drainage system, application of a 6-inch layer of clear stone, application of a 3-inch layer of engineered fill, and installation of synthetic turf anchored to concrete perimeter curbing.

All costs will be borne by the foundation.  At the completion of the project, the university will have ownership of the field turf.  The work will be accomplished under terms of a use agreement between the foundation and the Board of Regents.  In accordance with Section 16.85(12), Wisconsin Statutes, the Division of State Facilities will have an opportunity to review the plans and oversee construction of the project.

4. Justification of the Request:  Perkins Stadium was constructed in 1970.  The natural turf is original.  The Stadium accommodates 11,500 spectators and is one of the finest facilities in Division III football.  Field use is limited to 10 games each year due to the abuse and damage sustained after each contest.  Applying an artificial turf will reduce operational maintenance costs for turf repair, mowing, fertilizing, and field striping.  Installing artificial turf will also allow field use for up to 50 events per year, including football practice and games, high school football games, marching band practice and events, and intramural and recreational use.  Increasing the number and types of events this facility can host will increase the facility use revenues.

5. Budget:   Not applicable.
6. Previous Action:  None.
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