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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

May 2007
Project 06C4P
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests that authority be granted to:  (a) approve the Design Report; (b) seek a waiver of s. 16.855 under s. 13.48(19) to accept a single prime contractor bid for the project; and (c) construct the Washburn Observatory Renovation project at a total project cost of $2,617,800 Gift Funds. 

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  The project will renovate 4,520 ASF/6,529 GSF of existing space in the Washburn Observatory located at 1401 Observatory Drive on the UW‑Madison campus, and add approximately 3,400 GSF below grade. 


Renovation of the first floor will upgrade all interior spaces.  The project includes new floor, wall, and ceiling finishes, as well as new signage in the main and basement levels. Lighting and architectural details, such as fixtures, doors, hardware, and millwork will be rehabilitated.  Any additional or new items will reflect the building's historic past.  The below grade addition of new space will provide accessibility to the structure without visually impacting its historic appearance.  Part of the new space is created within the basement by converting the crawl space to accessible program space.  This will allow a new elevator to be positioned within the public area of the building.  


A single prime contract is being proposed to improve the coordination and sequencing of this project.  The many facets of the project (historic renovation, new construction, accessibility improvements) as well as its unique setting on Observatory Hill will require a great deal of coordination between trades which is better achieved with a single prime contractor.   

4.
Justification of the Project:  The Washburn Observatory was constructed in 1878, and until 1958 when the Pine Bluff Observatory was constructed, was a major research facility for the Department of Astronomy.  In 1985, the Washburn Observatory, along with the adjacent Director’s residence, was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  The Wisconsin State Historical Society has been consulted and has provided positive feedback on the design to this point.  This project has been classified as "Type 2", requiring an Environmental Assessment.  The assessment has been completed and submitted for review.  


The renovated building will house the Honors Program of the College of Letters and Science (L&S).  The Department of Astronomy will retain use of the telescope located in the building and their ability to offer programming will be enhanced.


The L&S Honors Program serves over 1,500 students in the College of Letters and Science with an enriched undergraduate curriculum.  Students can pursue Honors in Liberal Arts, Honors in a Major, or Comprehensive Honors Degrees.  The program attracts some of UW‑Madison's most talented undergraduates who challenge and learn from each other while working closely with faculty members.  Relocating the Honors Program to the Washburn Observatory will enable it to more fully realize its potential as a "small college within a college" in a large university, and make a major contribution to transforming undergraduate education on the campus at large.
5.
Budget and Schedule:
	Construction
	
	$1,815,000
	

	Contingency
	
	145,000
	

	A/E Fees 
	
	249,000
	

	Other Fees
	
	45,300
	

	DSF Management
	
	79,000
	

	DDC Controls
	
	20,000
	

	Hazard Materials Abatement
	
	40,000
	

	Movable Equipment
	
	182,000
	

	AV Equipment
	
	36,000
	

	Percent for Art
	
	       6,500
	

	Total Project Cost
	
	$2,617,800
	

	
	
	
	

	Construction Cost/GSF
	
	$188
	

	Total Cost/GSF
	
	$263
	


	100% Review
	September  2007

	Bid Opening
	January 2008

	Start of Construction
	March 2008

	Substantial Completion/Occupancy
	April 2009


6.
Previous Action:


March 19, 2003
Recommended enumeration of an Observatory Preservation and Remodeling project at an estimated total project cost of $3,000,000 Gift Funds.
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