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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

April 2007
Project 05I2H
1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Madison

2. Request:  Requests approval of the West Campus Utility Improvements project Design Report; and authority to construct the project at an estimated cost of $26,900,000 ($21,470,800 General Fund Supported Borrowing, and $5,429,200 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing) and a total project cost, including portions previously approved, of $32,500,000 ($25,660,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, and $6,840,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing).
3. Description and Scope of Project:  The request represents the estimated cost of the project.  The project’s estimated cost has increased due to recent inflation in the prices of steel and concrete; and the need to maintain two way traffic along the Highland Avenue Emergency Corridor.  High construction risks due to poor soil conditions and high water table, which require over excavation, shoring, and dewatering, are also contributing factors.
This project will construct utility system improvements to distribute the additional capacity provided by the West Campus Cogeneration Facility (WCCF) to the west side of campus. The project will provide steam, condensate, air, chilled water distribution piping, domestic water, sanitary/storm sewer systems, water meter pit relocation, electric and signal ductbank/manhole systems from Willow Creek west to the northwest corner of Clinical Science Center near the American Family Children’s Hospital on Highland Ave.  The project includes replacement of the Observatory Drive Bridge and a temporary bridge at Linden Dr to allow continuous flow of traffic across Willow Creek.
The project includes extending the Observatory Drive roadway west to Highland Ave and will provide new walkways, curb/gutters, lighting, and bike lanes on Observatory Drive.  New traffic lights will be installed at the Observatory and Highland Avenue intersection.  A round-about will be installed at the intersection of Walnut Street and Observatory Drive.  This reconfiguration will allow better traffic flow from the Lot 76 Ramp to Highland Avenue.  Lot 85 will be used for a construction staging area and will be reconstructed with new curb/gutters, landscaping, lighting, and ADA parking stalls.  Restoration of all other landscaping, curb/gutters, and walkways removed or disrupted by the utility work is also included in the scope of work.  A storm water retention system will be built under the recreation fields north of the Waisman Center.
Project funds include $3,000,000 for payments made to Madison Gas and Electric for water supply and recharge systems in accordance with the 2005 West Campus Cogeneration Facility (WCCF) - Lake Water Supply and Mitigation Measures Agreement.

4.
Justification of the Request:  The utility improvements will extend the WCCF capacity to the west side of campus and are required to serve the utility needs of planned building initiatives such as Interdisciplinary Research Complex (IRC), Nursing School Building, and the American Family Children’s Hospital (AFCH).  The new utility lines will also serve as the backbone for all future construction on the west side of campus and improve the reliability of services provided to the existing buildings in the area.

The replacement bridge on Observatory Drive at Willow Creek will provide a uniform roadway the entire length of the drive and address the serious maintenance needs of the existing bridge.  The Linden Drive Bridge was changed to a temporary bridge as a scope reduction.  The temporary bridge will provide an alternative route across Willow Creek when the Observatory Drive Bridge is being reconstructed and utility construction on Observatory Drive closes down the sole east–west traffic connection on campus.

The roadway improvements will extend Observatory Drive to Highland Ave. to reduce congestion at the Walnut/Highland intersection.  The connection also represents a long term campus goal included in the 2001 Walker Transportation Study.  The new round-about roadway at Walnut/Observatory will reduce conflicts between pedestrian/bike and vehicle traffic and help to maintain traffic flow at the intersection.  The installation of new utilities in the same area as the Observatory Drive extension provides an opportunity to make these improvements all at the same time.
5.
Project Budget and Schedule:
Budget:
Construction
$22,426,000
Contingency
*1,827,000
A/E Fees
1,677,314
DSF Management Fee
969,686
Purchased Piping, and Utility
Work in AFCH & IRC
2,600,000

Water Supply and Recharge
3,000,000
Total Project Cost
$32,500,000
* A higher contingency is required to allow for unknown soil and groundwater conditions that affect the cost of installing underground utilities.
Project Schedule:

Bid Opening
April 2007
SBC Approval
April 2007
Estimated Construction Start Date
May 2007

Estimated Final Completion
November 2008
6.
Previous Action:

December 21, 2006
Authorized reallocation of $6,000,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing from the Sterling Hall Renovation project (05E1Z) to the West Campus Utility Improvement project.
December 21, 2006
Authorized release of $2,600,000 ($1,929,200 General Fund Supported Borrowing, and $670,800 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing) from the 2005-07 West Campus Utility Improvements project to complete the design through bidding of the project; to fund the pre-purchase of chilled water piping; and to fund construction of project utilities within the American Family Childrens Hospital (AFCH) and Interdisciplinary Research Complex (IRC) project sites.

January 25, 2006
Authorized payment to Madison Gas & Electric (MG&E) for water supply and recharge systems from the UW-Madison West Campus Utility Improvements project at an estimated total cost of $3,000,000 ($2,260,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, and $740,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing).
October 19, 2005
Authorized release of $800,000 Building Trust Funds to prepare preliminary plans and design report for the UW-Madison West Campus Utility Improvements project.

March 18, 2005
Recommended enumeration of the UW-Madison West Campus Utility Improvements project at an estimated total project cost of $26,500,000 ($19,660,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, and $6,840,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing) as part of the 2005-07 Capital Budget.
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