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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

April 2007
1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2. Request:  Requests authority to accept a gift-in-kind from the University of Wisconsin Foundation of land and a structure located in the Town of Dunn, Dane County, Wisconsin.  The value of this gift-in-kind is approximately $400,000.

3. Description and Scope of Project:  The gift includes a 1.06 parcel of land and a structure currently operated as a lodging facility for users of the Synchrotron Radiation Center (SRC).  The parcel is located at 2014 Green Road, Stoughton, Wisconsin, and is south of the UW-Madison Kegonsa Research Campus (see attached map).  The donor of this property, through the University of Wisconsin Foundation, is Robert Green.

The property is approximately 46,000 square feet, and is zoned A-1 exclusive (agricultural).  The structure on the property was constructed in 1954 and was originally used as a school.  In the early 1980’s, the building was converted to a housing facility with fifteen rooms with a number of shared bathrooms, one manager apartment, one main kitchen/dining area, and a living room.  The building is inspected annually by the State of Wisconsin Health and Family Services, and its fire alarm system is inspected annually by the city of Stoughton.
4.
Justification of the Request:  The Synchrotron Radiation Center (SRC) is a national research facility, operated by the Graduate School of the University of Wisconsin - Madison with funding from the National Science Foundation Division of Materials Research.  The SRC provides synchrotron light as a research tool to conduct a diverse range of scientific experiments.  Researchers come from all over the world to use the facility.  The facility provides research time on a twenty four hours a day, five days a week basis with weekends available for set up and testing.  Researchers are given three week blocks of time to carry out their research.  They often work long hours during their three week time allotment, so convenient and affordable housing has always been desirable.  
In the early 1980’s, the researchers using the SRC, especially graduate students and postdoctoral fellows, had few housing choices: staying in a motel in Madison or renting an apartment, both of which constituted a major expense for limited research budgets.  Mr. Green purchased the building (the land had been donated by his father to the local school district), and remodeled it into a housing facility for SRC users who rented from him directly.  The facility has been available exclusively for SRC users since Mr. Green purchased it and he now wishes to gift it to the university to continue to provide affordable housing for researchers.  After it has been transferred to the UW‑Madison, the facility will be administratively housed within the Graduate School and managed by the SRC staff.  
A current appraisal and a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment have both been completed.  An above ground fuel oil storage tank is located on the property which provides fuel to the facility’s boiler but poses no existing or future concerns.  An underground storage tank was successfully removed from the property in 1989 without incident. 
5.
Budget:  Not applicable.

6.
Previous Action: None.
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