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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request 
for

State Building Commission Action

September/
October 2006

Project 06I1Z

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests approval to accept a gift-in-kind of land in the Town of Minocqua, Oneida County, to enlarge the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum’s Finnerud Forest.  The value of this gift-in-kind from the University of Wisconsin Foundation is approximately $80,000.
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This gift includes 31.70 acres of undeveloped land adjacent to the south side of the Finnerud Forest.  The parcel is located approximately four miles southwest of the downtown Minocqua business district. (See attached location map.)

Mary Barbara Annan of Fairbanks, Alaska, has donated the property to the University of Wisconsin Foundation in memory of her father who knew the Finnerud family.  There is a small pond on the property which will be named Annan Pond for her father.  At present, there is no name attached to the pond on the US Geological Survey maps, and the Department of Natural Resources has confirmed that it is available for naming.


A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment of the parcel showed no adverse environmental conditions.


The UW-Madison Arboretum will be responsible for long term management.  Arboretum management of its remote properties utilizes local stewards as well as staff and faculty from Madison.  The management of these additional lands will be integrated with that of the Finnerud Forest. 

4.
Justification of the Request:  
The University of Wisconsin Regents accepted a conveyance of interest in the Finnerud property in Oneida County, near Minocqua in 1958.  The forest is a 300-acre tract of northern upland forest and sphagnum bog on Kawaguesaga Lake in Oneida County.  The forest’s main feature is an old-growth red pine stand that is more than 140 years old and one of the few stands of mature pine left in northern Wisconsin.  Additional species include white pine, paper birch, red oak, red maple, and aspen.  The shrub layer is composed of tree saplings, beaked hazelnut, and various briars, while typical plants of this forest type are pipsissewa, wintergreen, barrens strawberry, bunchberry, and trailing arbutus.  Also in the area is an extensive area of bog and bog forest, and about one mile of shoreline on Lake Kawaguesaga.


The Finnerud Forest is a prime example of old-growth conifer-hardwood forest and is extensively used in teaching because it exemplifies the type of forests that existed before exploitative logging.  Research activities have been confined to those that involve little disruption to the site.  Examples of projects include studies of the ecophysiology of the understory herb Trientalis borealis, function and distribution of mycorrhizal fungi, and old-growth stand structure and development.  It is expected that future research activities, including those in the new parcel, will continue to be limited to minimally obtrusive investigations to preserve the forest's pristine character. 

5.
Budget:  Not applicable.

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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