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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
Request for

State Building Commission Action

June 2006

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests approval to transfer 258 acres of land known as the Ashland Agricultural Research Station in the town of Eileen, Bayfield County, Wisconsin.
3.
Description of Transaction:  This transaction will convey 258 acres of land and associated facilities currently comprising the Ashland Agricultural Research Station equally to Ashland and Bayfield counties.  The land will be conveyed without restrictions.  The value of the Ashland Station land is currently estimated between $200,000 and $400,000 based on comparable local land sales in the Ashland area.


After the land is transferred, the counties plan to utilize it through a joint consortium known as the Chequamegon Institute which consists of representatives from the governments of Ashland and Bayfield counties, local community groups, and interested citizens.  The institute will conduct outreach and demonstration projects in support of local bio-based economies. 
4.
Justification of the Project:  The funds to purchase the land were originally a gift from Ashland and Bayfield counties in 1911.  The property is located four miles west of Ashland and 300 miles from Madison.  Approximately 220 acres of the overall 258 acres are tillable, with 6.5 acres in woodlot.  The remaining 31.5 acres have various buildings, farm roads, and two railroad lines that cross the site.


The station was used for research on alfalfa, peas and other small grains in the early 1900's until about 1945.  Later it was used for dairy and beef cattle research in addition to crop studies.  In 1994, the dairy herd operation was sold and in 2001 the College of Agricultural & Life Sciences (CALS) consolidated their operations and reduced the staff and overall use of the site.  Under a cooperative agreement with the university, a two-acre portion of the property is currently being used by two local community gardening groups, FEAST (Food, Education, Access and Sustainable Traditions) and Green Thumb Community Gardens. These latter functions will remain under an agreement with the counties.

Over the years, the research station’s functions and land requirements have changed.  Preliminary discussions of closing the station started in 2003 when CALS began downsizing their out-state programs.  Since that time, no active research by UW-Madison faculty or students has occurred at the station.  CALS no longer supports the Ashland Station with staff resources, and minimal funds are currently being expended on station upkeep.  By transferring the property, CALS reduces their annual operating expenditures by approximately $100,000.

Because of the initial investment by the counties and to preserve the land, Ashland and Bayfield county governments, local community groups and citizens requested that the station not be sold on the open market, but rather be transferred to the two counties jointly.  This transfer would return the land to Bayfield and Ashland counties for their use in support of the local consortium being developed.  Both the Ashland County Board and the Bayfield County Board have endorsed this approach to the university’s transfer of the station.

5.
Budget:  Not applicable.
6.
Previous Action:
  

September 17, 1998
Granted authority to convey 5.5 acres of the Ashland






Agricultural Research Station to the town of Eileen at 






$5,525, the average of two appraisals.
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