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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2006
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to permit the University of Wisconsin Medical Foundation to construct a Health Emotions Research Institute (HERI) Addition to the Wisconsin Psychiatric Institute and Clinics Building under terms of a land use agreement with the Board of Regents, and to accept the completed facility as a gift-in-kind from the foundation. 
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  The project will construct an approximately 32,000 GSF single story addition to the existing 42,000 ASF/62,800 GSF Wisconsin Psychiatric Institute and Clinics (WisPIC) building which is located at the University Research Park, 6001 Research Park Boulevard, Madison, Wisconsin.  The project cost is estimated at $7,000,000 Gift Funds.  The University of Wisconsin Medical Foundation has obtained gift funds for this project, and will build the facility and gift it to the UW-Madison.
The new construction will provide research space consisting of animal housing, testing, wet labs, and clinical/translational research space.  The foundation solicited proposals for a design build project and received responses from three contractors: Oscar J. Boldt Construction, Inc., J.H. Findorff & Son Inc., and Vogel Construction Inc.  Pricing for construction ranges from $5,000,000 to $5,500,000, and it is estimated that the overall project budget would be $7,000,000.  The addition will be subject to the University Research Park design review and approval processes.

4.
Justification of the Request:  The WisPIC building is the primary home of the UW Psychiatry Department and is dedicated to the department’s clinical, research, and academic missions.  Located in the University Research Park, it provides office, classroom, meeting, laboratory, and animal space. 

In 1993, the Board of Regents and State Building Commission approved the purchase of the former Parkway Hospital and the remodeling to convert the facility for occupancy by the UW Psychiatric Institute and Clinics.  Acquisition of the building occurred in 1994 at a cost of $3,240,000.  The first phase of building improvements was accomplished at a cost of $1,000,000, and a $248,900 parking lot expansion was also undertaken.  In 1998, a second renovation was approved at a cost of $700,000.  This project completed the conversion into an integrated facility for the department’s teaching, clinical, and research functions which had previously been scattered at six different locations on campus.


The Health Emotions Research Institute (HERI) is a UW-Madison campuswide institute with its home in the Psychiatry Department.  Created in 1996, it seeks to use state-of-the-art scientific methods developed for the study of illness to assess the relationship between positive emotions and health.  Understanding how positive states of mind influence the body is part of the next great frontier of brain research.  The results will have profound consequences for the understanding of the biology of positive emotion, the concept of health, the prevention of disease, and the promotion of resilience. 

Over the past seven years research and grant dollars have dramatically increased in the Department of Psychiatry and HERI from $2,000,000 to $8,000,000.  Growth in research programs is continuing but is at a critical juncture because of limited laboratory facilities.  Additional research space is needed for the retention of four outstanding researchers that are among the star faculty at the UW-Madison.  These candidates are receiving offers from other universities with laboratory space that will allow them to further expand their already very successful programs.  The UW-Madison needs to be competitive to retain these faculty members.   In addition, research space must be developed over the next two to four years to insure the successful development of current Assistant Professors and the planned strategic recruitment of additional faculty.
The HERI construction will allow for the rapid translation of basic research findings related to psychiatry and the behavioral neurosciences.  The close proximity of this construction to the Psychiatry Department will enable an efficient and synergistic interaction between basic scientists, clinical researchers, and educators all of whom are focused on the creation of new knowledge as it applies to the relief of human suffering.  

It is important that this project move forward rapidly as credible commitments must be made to retain and support productive faculty.  The UW Medical Foundation is very supportive of maintaining academic excellence and has agreed to provide the resources necessary for this project if development can commence within the next several months.
5.
Budget:  Not Applicable.
6.
Previous Action:  None.
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