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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2006
Project 00L1B
1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Requests (a) approval of the Design Report, (b) authority to construct the Ullsvik Center Addition and Remodeling project, and (c) increase the project budget by $2,570,000 ($1,970,000 existing Program Revenue Supported Borrowing and $600,000 Gift Funds) for a total estimated total project cost of $25,670,000 ($10,000,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing [S051], $13,100,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing-Tristate Initiative [T051], and $1,970,000 existing Program Revenue Supported Borrowing and $600,000 Gift Funds).

3.
Project Description and Scope:  The original Ullsvik Center was constructed in 1959.  Two additions were constructed in 1965 and 1989, for a total building size of 101,256 GSF.  This project will demolish the 1959 portion containing 48,170 GSF and build an 85,000 GSF addition.  The remaining portion 53,056 GSF will undergo varying levels of renovation.  The final building 138,056 GSF will provide space for the university’s administrative, support offices, and programs.  Services and programs that deal primarily with outside contracts and have heavy visitor traffic will be relocated to this facility.  The project includes the construction of new classroom space and faculty and academic staff offices.  The existing banquet facilities will remain in the Ullsvik Center.  The program revenue portions consist of banquet facilities, kitchens, an art gallery, and a public assembly space that supports both campus and outside events.

4.
Justification:  The Ullsvik Center, having originally served the campus as a student union, is largely unoccupied since the opening of the new student union in the spring of 2002.  The infrastructure of the building is in poor condition and the floor plan layout of much of the building does not allow for adaptive re-use for other functions. 

The Ullsvik Center is located at a highly visible and accessible location on the campus.  It is very important to the university to relocate specific functions to this location for greater user access and operational efficiency.  These functions include administrative and faculty offices, which are offices that frequently interact with visitors from off-campus, and classroom space that will accommodate student population growth based on the Tri-State Initiative.


While the central campus location of Brigham, Gardner, Royce, and Warner Halls is ideal for student traffic, these buildings are difficult for visitors and other off-campus users to find.  Visitor-parking spaces are limited at the heart of campus.  The campus currently lacks a “front door” for potential students, parents, and other visitors.  Having the Ullsvik Center located on a prominent, easily accessible site at the corner of campus would solve this problem. 

Currently, administrative buildings located at the center of campus house more employees than the intention of their original design and subsequent renovation.  The overcrowding, which is particularly severe in Brigham Hall, has resulted in a reduction of available per employee workspace, and compromises of workflow, traffic patterns, efficiency, and morale.  In addition, the configuration of the existing converted Brigham, Gardner, Royce, and Warner residence halls has resulted in office configurations that are fragmented and inefficient.

Within the Ullsvik Center, the mechanical, electrical and plumbing infrastructure is original, past its useful life, and no longer serviceable.  This infrastructure, which was installed to accommodate student union uses, is not suitable in its present condition for office and instructional uses.  Exterior windows are original, do not seal tightly, and are not energy efficient.  Asbestos-containing materials are present and need to be removed.  Improved accessibility will be needed when the building is remodeled. 

This project was requested for enumeration prior to a period of time when the construction industry saw a large increase in material cost.  Other projects that were enumerated in this biennium added an inflationary factor to their budget prior to final enumeration.  However, this project did not.  The campus received gifts to build out the museum space in the building.  The project program was refined to add items that would be cost effective to complete during this project rather than wait for a separate project in the future.
5. Budget and Schedule:
	Construction
	$19,889,500

	Contingency (6%)
	1,184,400

	A/E Design (8%) 
	1,391,100

	Other Fees
	108,200

	DSF Management Fee
 (4%)

	       862,900

	Hazardous Materials Abatement
	294,900

	DDC Work
	140,000

	Moveable and Special Equipment
	1,735,000         

	Percent for Art
 (0.25%)
	____64,000

	Estimated Total Project Cost
	$25,670,000



Submission of Bid Documents for Final Review
        April 2006

Bid Opening





         May 2006

Start of Construction




          July 2006

Substantial Completion




November 2007

Occupancy





December 2007
6. Previous Action:   

October 16, 2002
Approved the release $383,000 Building Trust Funds –Planning to prepare preliminary plans and a Design Report for an Ullsvik Center Remodeling Project.


March 18, 2005
Recommended enumeration of the Ullsvik Center Remodeling & Addition project, as part of the 2005-07 Capital Budget, at $23,100,000 ($1,600,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing and $21,500,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing).  The project was subsequently enumerated at that funding level with a funding source of $23,100,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing.
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