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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

December 2006
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to enter into a use agreement with the Olin House Trust for the renovation of Olin House, located at 130 North Prospect Avenue in Madison, and to accept the renovations as a gift-in-kind.

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  The proposed use agreement will allow the Olin House Trust to undertake the fundraising, design, and renovation of Olin House, the residence of the UW-Madison chancellor.  The trust, in conjunction with the UW-Madison University Architect, will oversee the renovation.  It is anticipated that this process will take approximately two years.  When the renovation is complete, UW-Madison will accept the renovations as a gift-in-kind.
4.
Justification of the Request:  Approval of the use agreement is requested to leverage private gifts to renovate the residence.  The renovation has become necessary at this time due to the years of deferred maintenance and the extensive use of the residence for official university functions.

The Olin House was designed and constructed to be used as a private residence.  Today, it serves as both a residence and the location for many public university functions.  During 2004, more than 4,000 guests attended over 50 events at the residence.  The house is not configured adequately to accommodate this volume of guests. 
The food assembly space is undersized for handling catered meals and coat storage is minimal.  The only restroom on the main floor is not ADA compliant and there is no handicapped accessibility to the upper floors.  The third floor lacks a second stairway which is required by building code.  The gift project will also address the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing infrastructure in the house.  Some of the existing mechanical systems are approximately 50 years old and will be replaced with modern energy efficient systems.  The building exterior is in relatively good condition.  Other maintenance issues that will be addressed include masonry and window repairs.

In March 2003, Chancellor Wiley formed the Olin House Advisory Council to determine the amount of repair and renovation required to sustain Olin House for several decades.  The council was urged to explore different options in its study.  Under that charge, the council studied the remodeling and infrastructure needs of Olin House and the recommended solutions, considered the alternative of building a new house at a different location, and even the possibility of abolishing the long-standing tradition of having an official chancellor's residence.  The council’s final report, dated February 11, 2004, unanimously recommended the remodeling of Olin House as its preferred alternative.
The house was built in 1911 and was deeded to the University of Wisconsin in 1924 with the stipulation that it be used as a residence for the academic head of the university.  The residence has been home to UW presidents and chancellors for over 70 years.
Recently, Chancellor Wiley and his wife purchased a condominium apartment in downtown Madison.  Olin House is currently unoccupied, and will continue to be vacant for approximately two years during which the renovation will occur.
5.
Budget:  Not applicable.

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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