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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
Request for 

State Building Commission Action

September 2005

Project 04G4A

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Superior

2.
Request:  Requests approval of the Design Report and authority to construct the Wessman Arena Locker Room Addition project for an estimated total project cost of $1,124,000 ($449,600 General Fund Supported Borrowing [S043] and $674,400 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing [T042]).

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project constructs a 4,600 GSF addition to the Wessman Arena at UW-Superior to provide two varsity locker rooms, one for each gender, a training room, a stretching/conditioning room, and additional storage space.  Approximately 1600 GSF of existing space is remodeled to provide a laundry/storage room, a workshop, an administrative area, a maintenance room, and an accessible toilet room. 
4.
Justification of the Request: Constructed in 1970 as a joint venture between the university and the City of Superior, Wessman Arena was intended to serve the university men’s hockey program, the high school men’s hockey program, and a visiting team.  Since then, the university and high school have both added female teams and continue to use the Wessman facility as “home ice.”  During dry-floor time, the arena is used for public and university events, sport and trade shows, conventions, concerts, and banquets.  Temporary locker room facilities (mobile home trailer units) were installed adjacent to the arena several years ago to accommodate the newly formed university women’s hockey team.  However, these women’s locker facilities are not comparable to the men’s hockey locker facilities and are not Title IX compliant.  The temporary trailer facility does not meet the needs of the university or high school hockey programs.  

The existing training room is inadequate to support two hockey teams.  The current training room was carved out of the garage area used to house the ice-conditioning machine.  The make-shift training room has minimal equipment consisting of a sink, a portable whirlpool, and two portable training tables.  A training facility containing six tables and two whirlpools is needed to support the 60 university players.  The training area also lacks space for therapy equipment to work on shoulder, knee, and ankle injuries common in a hockey program.


The arena facility lacks appropriate weight training or strength conditioning resources necessary for hockey athletes.  As a result a 20’x20’ area in an adjacent, unheated garage building has been serving as their weight training facility, with limited free weights to use.  The newly constructed Health & Wellness facility in the Gates Gymnasium is used for the more intense weight training and strength conditioning needs of the hockey athletes.  However, the arena facility lacks basic weight training and conditioning facilities necessary for pre-game conditioning.


In February, 2004 the student body approved a segregated fee increase of $20.00 to fund the PR portion of the project.  This fee increase is being phased in over two years, with 2006 being the final year of phase-in.  In addition to student support for the facility the City of Superior provides a subsidy, increased annually by Consumer Price Indices, the city subsidy for fiscal year 2005 was $56,265.  This agreement is in effect until 2020.  Also, the School District of Superior pays competitive market rate for use of Wessman Arena for their hockey program practice and games.
5.
Budget:  
	Construction
	%
	$905,000

	Haz. Mat. Abatement
	
	3,000

	A/E Fees
	13.7%
	122,277

	Other Fees
	
	7,560

	DFD Management Fee
	4.0%
	38,300

	Contingency
	5.0%
	45,063

	Movable & Special Equipment
	
	0

	Percent for the Arts
	0.025%
	         2,800

	Estimated Total Project Cost
	
	$1,124,000


	Schedule
	Date

	Program Approval 
	September 2004

	A/E Selection
	September 2004

	Design Report Complete 
	September 2005

	Bid Opening
	February 2006

	Start of Construction
	March 2006

	Substantial Completion/ Occupancy
	December 2006

	Final Completion
	February 2007



New Construction
3,580 ASF/4,600 GSF
77% Efficiency


Remodeled Area
1604 GSF


Construction Cost per GSF
$144/GSF


Project Cost per GSF
$179/GSF

6.
Previous Action: 

March 19,2003
Recommended enumeration of the Wessman Arena Locker Room Addition project as part of the 2003-2005 Capital Budget at $1,124,000 ($449,600 General Fund Supported Borrowing and $674,400 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing).  The project was subsequently enumerated at that level and fund sources.
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