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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

November/December 2005
Project 05K2H

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to construct a potato storage research facility at the Hancock Agricultural Research Station at an estimated cost of $2,000,000 ($700,000 Grant Funds and $1,300,000 Gift Funds under the terms of a land use agreement between the Board of Regents and the Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association, Inc. (WPVGA) and to accept the completed facility as a gift-in-kind from the association.

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  The project will construct an approximately 9,000 GSF potato storage research building at the UW-Madison's Hancock Agricultural Research Station, located in Hancock, Wisconsin.  The cost of the facility has been estimated at $2,000,000.  The Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association (WPVGA) has obtained $700,000 in funds from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) for this project.  The remaining balance of $1.3 million in funds will come from the Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association, Inc.
The new storage building will be equipped with multiple storage chambers capable of handling a range of quantities of potatoes under variable, controlled storage conditions.  The building will also include basic laboratory and office space to support the research being conducted.

The WPVGA, headquartered in Antigo Wisconsin, will build the facility and gift it to the UW-Madison.  The facility will be administered by the current Hancock Agricultural Research Station staff.  UW faculty and USDA scientists will conduct the research.  The WPVGA will continue to assist researchers by providing research support and/or identifying and facilitating other funding sources for the station’s research efforts.  The WPVGA is also establishing a $500,000 endowment for the operational support of the facility.  
4. Justification of the Request:  The project is a cooperative project between UW-Madison College of Agricultural and Life Sciences and the WPVGA to conduct research initially related to potato storage problems that cause substantial losses (averaging $4.1million per year) to growers.  This effort is a high priority by the WPVGA which recently formed a committee to evaluate the development of a research facility devoted to this problem.  The committee recommended the Hancock Research station as the best potential site for a new facility because of ongoing potato related research already being undertaken at that location and because of the past successes of the station in addressing problems unique to the potato and vegetable industry.

5.
Budget:  Not applicable.

6.
Previous Action:

March 19, 2003
Recommended enumeration of the UW-Madison Hancock Agricultural Research Station Potato Storage Building project at an estimated total project cost of $1,500,000 Gift/Grants as part of the 2003-05 Capital Budget. 
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