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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action
April 2005

Project 03G1C

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh

2.
Request:  Requests (a) approval of the Design Report; (b) authority to increase the project budget by $794,000 Residual Program Revenue Supported Borrowing; and (c) authority to construct the Student Recreation and Wellness Center project at an estimated total project cost of $21,000,000 [$20,206,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T049) and $794,000 Residual Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T990)].

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project constructs a new 75,041 ASF/101,400 GSF student recreation and wellness center on the southwest corner of the campus along the Fox River.  The first floor of the two-story facility includes a gymnasium, multi-purpose activity center, cardio/weight areas, simulator rooms, lockers, outdoor recreation service area, wellness center, offices, and juice bar/media center.  The second floor spaces include multi-purpose rooms, additional cardio areas, and a conditioning track.  The building will be primarily masonry construction with exterior walls of brick and block and curtainwall.  Due to the quality of the soils, the foundation system will have piles with a structural first floor slab.  The floor and roof structure will be steel frame.  Campus utilities will be extended to serve this facility.

Site work includes construction of a service road and construction of accessible parking spaces, and tie-in to the existing bicycle path that runs along the river.  The project is being designed with sustainable/high-performance design principles to achieve the equivalent of a LEED™ certified rating, although certification is not being sought.
4.
Justification of the Project:  The University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh currently has two athletic facilities:  Albee Hall, built in 1951, and Kolf Sports Center, built in 1970.  Students today expect an environment where they have access to a wide variety of equipment, recreational classes, and informal competition.  However, Albee and Kolf are not adequate to provide students with the variety of opportunities for recreation, or the freedom of access they are seeking.  Due to intensive instructional and athletic uses, typically, intramural recreational activities cannot take place until after 8:00pm; and informal recreational opportunities are sporadic.  Exercise and fitness facilities are inadequate to serve the present student population.  A space demand analysis completed by UW-Oshkosh in 2001 identified scheduling difficulties, and a study completed by an architect in early 2003 (DSF project 02B3N) identified the scope and budget of a project necessary to address existing deficiencies.  This request implements that project.
Optimizing the well-being of the student population is an important priority for the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.  Offering diverse recreation, intramural and wellness programs can prevent a myriad of potential health problems in the future.  Adequate recreation/wellness programs and facilities are important elements in improving the campus environment for living and learning and in attracting and retaining quality students.

Due to the unusual increase in construction costs from the time the project was enumerated to the proposed time of construction, the scope of this project was carefully reviewed for potential costs savings.  As a result, the size of the building has been reduced, and the budget has been increased to the amount that students are willing to support. 

Students have been actively involved in the planning and design of this project.  In April 2003, students approved an increase in segregated fees sufficient to support $21,000,000 of debt service and operating expenses.  Fees will increase by $192, phased in over four years, from $482 in the 2004-2005 academic year.
5.
Budget and Schedule:

	
	%
	Cost

	Construction
	
	$16,258,000 

	A/E Fees
	9.0%
	1,468,000 

	Other Fees
	
	194,000

	DSF Mgmt. Fee
	4.0%
	696,000 

	Contingency
	7.0%
	1,130,000 

	Work by State
	
	180,000

	Moveable Equipment
	
	1,022,000

	Percent for Art
	0.25%
	        52,000

	Total Project Cost
	
	$21,000,000


	Schedule
	Date

	A/E Selection
	February 2004

	Design Report Completed
	March 2005

	Bid Date 
	November 2005

	Start of Construction
	February 2006

	Substantial Completion/Occupancy
	July 2007

	Final Completion
	August 2007



75,041 ASF/101,400 GSF
Efficiency
74%


Construction Cost per GSF
$160.34/GSF


Project Cost per GSF

$207.10/GSF

6.
Previous Action:


March 19,2003
Recommended enumeration of the Student Recreation and Wellness Center Addition project as part of the 2003-2005 Capital Budget at $20,206,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing.  The project was subsequently enumerated at that level and funding source.
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