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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

September 2004
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to lease 16,825 leasable square feet (LSF) of office space at 222 West Washington Avenue in Madison, Wisconsin for the University of Wisconsin Graduate School and the Antarctic Astronomy and Astrophysics Research Institute (A3RI).




Lessor:

West Washington Associates, LLC.






150 East Gilman Street






Madison, WI  53703
3.
Lease Information:  The location was chosen due to it's proximity and easy access to campus, capacity to connect to high speed data, and the capacity to provide space to all staff on one level.  A Request for Proposals was issued in May, 2004 resulting in receipt of six proposals.  Three proposals were within specified boundaries.
The lease covers 16,852 LSF of space for the period beginning January 1, 2005 (or date of occupancy) through December 31, 2009 at an annual rate not to exceed $21.77/LSF.  The rental rate is very reasonable for class A office in downtown Madison.  The lease provides one five-year renewal option on January 1, 2010.  The lessor is responsible for utility, janitorial and maintenance services.  Rental payments will be provided from federal grant funds.

The lessor will provide a tenant allowance of $35.00 per square foot as a part of the lease rate and will subsidize the parking rates to ease staff into the higher rates of parking downtown.  The initial parking rate will be $40/month/stall.
4.
Justification:  The Antarctic Astronomy and Astrophysics Research Institute (A3RI) became an entity within the UW Space Science and Engineering Center upon formal approval of the Institute by the Graduate School in June 2000.  Ice Cube is a neutrino observatory to be installed at the South Pole during Austral summers over approximately six years.  It is being phased into operation over the period of installation and used for scientific investigations as the maturity of the system allows.  The detector is being designed, built, installed and used for research by an international collaboration.  

As the host institution, the UW-Madison Campus with support from the National Science Foundation, provides oversight and staffing for the execution of the project and development of key components.  The prior AMANDA Project (also based on UW Madison Campus) was a similar project that is now in operation in the South Pole and serves as a prototype for the improved and expanded Ice Cube Project.

The support units were originally allocated space from several different UW-Madison departments in several different locations on campus, on Mineral Point Road in leased space and at the Kegonsa Research Center near Stoughton.  Expansion space is available at any of the current locations  The project and its funding grants (over $270 million budget) have grown tremendously since its beginning.  Ice Cube is backed by over thirty participating institutions and supporting agencies include several countries and distinguished agencies like the National Science Foundation.

This leased location will permit consolidation of staff into one central location enabling staff to more easily work as one unit.  The selected location is within close proximity to campus and can provide space for the entire project on one floor.

5.
Previous Action:  None
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