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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action
September 2004

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh

2.
Request:  Requests authority to lease 27,360 square feet (SF) of office and support space at 717 W. Irving Street, Oshkosh, Wisconsin from the UW-Oshkosh Foundation.

3.
Lease Information:  The lease covers 27,360 SF of space for the period beginning July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2007, at an annual rate of $120,000 ($4.39/SF).  UW-Oshkosh will pay utilities, maintenance and housekeeping costs estimated to be $140,000 annually ($5.12/SF) for a total annual lease cost of $260,000 ($9.51/SF).  There are no renewal options, but the lease includes an option to purchase.  The purchase price will be determined by appraisals, however the amount paid to the UW-Oshkosh Foundation may not exceed its costs.  Rental and operating costs will be paid by UW-Oshkosh institution funds.
4.
Description and Scope of Project:  UW-Oshkosh will consolidate in the facility, the Division of Academic Support Services consisting of the multicultural retention program, pre-college program, student support services and the division's administrative staff.  The facility will also house the Women’s Center and will provide a large group gathering space.  The foundation remodeled the facility to meet university needs.
5.
Justification of the Request:  The Foundation Center (formerly the Newman Center) is conveniently located adjacent to the campus in the area of several residence halls.  It is an excellent location for the consolidation of the Division of Academic Support Services into one building.  

The academic support programs are currently in various areas of Dempsey Hall and none of the spaces are large enough for efficient operations.  The spaces vacated in Dempsey will permit decompression of groups occupying adjacent space.  Space vacated by the multicultural retention program will be reallocated to registration and international programs.  Graduate studies and the department of continuous learning will occupy space vacated by the pre-college program, and student advising will decompress into space vacated by student support services.  The space vacated by the division's administrative staff will be reallocated to the admissions office.

The Women's Center currently has one small room in Gruenhagen residence hall.  Relocation into the leased facility will provide space to develop a better Women's Center.

6.
Previous Action:   None.
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