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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

May 2004
Project 04A4K
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
2.
Request:  Requests authority to increase the budget for the Drake Hall Fire Alarm System Replacement project by $48,500 Program Revenue Cash for a revised total project budget of $148,100 Program Revenue Cash. 
3. Description and Scope of the Project:  This project will replace and upgrade the fire alarm system in Drake Residence Hall.  Drake Hall is a 50,158 GSF single student residence hall with a capacity of 263 beds.  The existing first generation microprocessor based fire alarm system will be replaced with a new fully addressable system with one way voice communication capability.  All heat and smoke detectors will be replaced.  New speaker/strobe devices will be installed to provide higher audio and visual alarm signal levels.  Additional signal devices will be installed to provide alarm coverage to all public areas and audio signal devices will be installed in each student bedroom.  The new system will meet all current codes including ADA.  The fire alarm panel will be connected to the campus central fire alarm reporting network.  

4.
Justification of Request:  This project was bid on May 4, 2004.  As a result of bids received, an additional $48,500 will be required to award construction contracts.  The existing fire alarm panel was installed about 15 years ago.  This first generation microprocessor based panel has become unreliable and difficult to maintain.  The manufacturer of this panel does not support this product any longer and parts are very difficult to obtain.  The existing pull-stations, heat detectors, smoke detectors and signal devices are not compatible with a modern addressable control panel and must be replaced.  Approval of this project would allow construction of this project during the summer of 2004.  Deferral of this project would delay construction until the summer of 2005. 
Modern addressable fire alarm systems include methods of reducing false alarms, are very energy efficient, have power back-up internally and require little maintenance.  Smoke and heat detectors report their status to the control panel and indicate when service is needed.  The current panel does not have this level of alarm verification or detector status tracking.  Voice communication allows responding persons to direct building occupants to evacuate via routes that avoid areas of smoke or fire.  This feature can also be used to alert occupants to weather emergencies.  

5.
Budget: 

Construction
$122,000

A/E Design Fees
9,800

DSF Management
5,300

Dept. of Commerce Review
1,000

Contingency
  10,000
Estimated Total Project Cost:
$148,100
6. Previous Action:  None.    
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