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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

June 2004

Project 04E1Y

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Stout

2.
Request:  Requests authority to acquire a .87-acre vacant parcel of land at a cost of $80,800, Program Revenue Cash – Parking.  The total cost includes the land cost of $78,900 plus $1,900 appraisal and closing expenses in accordance with the provision of Section 20.914 of the Wisconsin Statutes.
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  Approval of this request will permit acquisition of property immediately adjacent to the existing parking lot 17 boundary (see map).  The undeveloped steeply banked site is owned by the city of Menomonie.  The city is filling the site with engineered fill under the supervision of a consulting engineering firm.  The purchase price is the average of two appraisals for the filled site.  The environmental audit indicates the property is free of contaminants or hazardous materials.  This acquisition provides a site for 
UW-Stout to increase lot 17 from 40 stalls to approximately 130 stalls.

The city is providing substantial grading and ground cover on slopes to prevent any future erosion from occurring on this filled parcel and adjacent property, and is planning to fund and develop detention ponds at the bottom of the ravine to limit and treat run-off into the Red Cedar River.




4.
Justification of the Request:  For more than a decade UW-Stout's Campus Development Plans have documented a shortage of adequate parking.  Currently there is a 676-stall deficit based on 2,554 stalls available and a planning target of 3,230 stalls.  The acquisition of this parcel and subsequent expansion of lot 17 will reduce the deficit by 90 stalls to 586.  The city of Menomonie is trying to help the university reduce the number of university commuter vehicles currently parking on city streets in the nearby downtown and residential areas.  The sale of this land by the city is one of several joint initiatives to reduce parking problems around the campus.
The city has been filling the site over the past year with material excavated from city construction projects.  Only clean, compactable material has been allow in the site, and compaction operations have been supervised by a consulting engineering firm.  The city has permitted the university to dispose of excavation materials from the construction of its new athletic stadium and currently from the construction of the new suite-style residence hall.  Disposing of excavation materials from construction projects at this site saves considerable costs to truck the material to more distant dumping sites.


5.
Budget and Schedule:
Budget:  $80,800   Program Revenue Cash - Parking 
Schedule:  n/a

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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