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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2004

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2. Request:  Requests authority to lease approximately 20,000 square feet of laboratory and office space at 601 Science Drive in Madison, Wisconsin on behalf of the University of Wisconsin Medical School, Department of Physiology.

Lessor:
University Research Park Facilities Corp.


510 Charmany Drive, Suite 250


Madison, Wisconsin 53719

3. Lease Information:  The proposed lease covers 20,000 square feet of space for the period beginning July 1, 2004 (or date of occupancy) through June 30, 2009 at an annual rate of $396,747 ($19.50/LSF).  The lease also provides for three, five-year renewal options from July 1, 2009.

The lease includes utility and maintenance services, but not housekeeping.  Rental payments will be provided from medical school program and UW-Madison funds.  The 601 Science Drive facility includes existing laboratory infrastructure (i.e. high levels of HVAC, electrical, and plumbing) to support the laboratories of the physiology department which provides enormous savings in preparing the space for use.  The improvement costs of approximately $1 million (approximately $50 per square foot) to accommodate and install specialized laboratory and research equipment will also be paid by medical school program and UW-Madison funds.

4. Justification:  The Medical School Department of Physiology continues to receive grant funding, currently to conduct research involving laboratory animals and needs room to expand.  Physiology is the study of the biophysical and biochemical processes underlying the function of cells and organ systems in the human body.  Increasing the understanding of these mechanisms is the foundation for advances in medical treatment and research.  The research activities include studies of mechanisms of human diseases such as diverse as heart failure, hearing deficits, epilepsy, and muscular dystrophy. The research success of the Department of Physiology is evident in its current ranking by the National Institute of Health (NIH) among the top 10 departments in the nation.  The Department of Physiology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison has a faculty of twenty-four investigators engaged in interdisciplinary studies that span molecular, cellular, and systems and behavioral sciences, with strong traditions in cardiovascular biology and neuroscience.  Six of these investigators will be located in this leased facility.

The Department of Physiology is currently housed in the Medical Sciences Center on the UW-Madison campus.  The department has received a large amount of grant support which requires expansion space that cannot be provided in the Medical Sciences Center.  The vacant space at 601 Science Drive in the University Research Park can provide for the current needs of Physiology with the potential to accommodate future expansion needs and/or provide space for the medical school to relocate other groups from the Medical Sciences Center to address space needs.  The 601 Science Drive building is a multi-tenant facility.  When leases to other tenants expire, there will be opportunities for the medical school to lease additional space.

Location within the University Research Park is essential to this Department’s ability to move off-campus.  Required cage washing facilities are available at the nearby WISPIC facility at 6001 Research Park Blvd.  Research Park facilities are connected to the UW‑Madison high speed data backbone and Centrex phone system equal to those on campus.  A shuttle service for UW students, staff, and researchers is currently under consideration.

5. Previous Action:

December 2003
Granted authority by the Department of Administration to proceed with University Research Park location.  No formal Request for Proposal was required due to justification of sole source, required needs, and close adjacencies to other UW programs within the Park.
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