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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action
December 2004
Project 00I3Q

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville
2.
Request:  Requests approval of the Design Report and authority to construct a Dairy Center project at the Pioneer Farm in Platteville, Wisconsin, at an estimated project cost of $1,825,000 ($1,725,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, $100,000 Campus Funds).
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  The Dairy Center Improvement project will replace an existing 8,800 GSF free stall barn and 1,200 GSF milking center with a new 30,852 GSF free stall barn, new milking systems, and new manure handling system.  The milking system will include a robotic milking parlor and a traditional milking parlor.  The Facility is designed for a 200 head milking cow herd, and greatly improves cow comfort, traffic, and milking operations.  Construction of new facilities near the current facility location will provide close proximity to the classrooms of the Technology Center and allow future site construction space for farm growth and obsolescence of current facilities.
4. Justification of the Request:  The 430-acre UW-Platteville Pioneer Farm, operated by the School of Agriculture as part of the College of Business, Industry, Life Sciences, and Agriculture supports the vitality of Wisconsin's agriculture.  The mission of Pioneer Farm is to provide student on-farm experiences, to evaluate management practices, to conduct applied research, and to serve as a demonstration facility for producers.  This project is part of the Wisconsin Agricultural Stewardship Initiative.
A consultant was hired to develop a project scope and complete a Design Report for the Dairy Center.  The consultant’s assessment relating to the conditions and inadequacies of the Dairy Center indicated that the cost to expand and improve the existing milking parlor would not result in an acceptable facility.


The existing free-stall barn and milking center are deteriorated and inadequately sized to support milking herd growth from the current 90 head to the planned level of 200 head.  Additionally, it is not feasible to update and expand the existing free-stall barn and milking center to accommodate new technology available for milking systems and manure handling systems.  The existing buildings sacrifice cow comfort and have poor ventilation, floor drainage, and traffic flow.
The new facility will enable the Pioneer Farm, to continue to have a state-of-the-art teaching and demonstration environment.
5.
Budget:  

	Dairy Center Budget
	%
	Cost

	Construction
	
	$1,465,000

	Contingency
	
	93,600

	A/E Fees 
	
	182,000

	DSF Management
	
	62,000

	Plan Review/Testing
	
	7,400

	Energy Mgmt. Sys.
	
	15,000

	Movable Equipment
	
	               0

	Total Project Cost
	
	$1,825,000


	Schedule:
	

	100% Review:
	May 2005

	Bid Opening:
	August 2005

	Start of Construction:
	October 2005

	Substantial Completion:
	April 2006


6.
Previous Action:
	March 21, 2001
	Recommended enumeration of the Wisconsin Agricultural Stewardship Initiative for several projects at both UW-Madison and UW-Platteville, as part of the 2001-2003 Capital Budget, at a funding total of $7,504,200 ($3,234,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, $1,605,700 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing, $1,000,000 Stewardship Funds, $900,000 Gift Funds, and $765,000 Agency Funds).  That recommendation included $1,725,000 of General Fund Supported Borrowing for the UW-Platteville Swine Center/Dairy Improvements project.

	
	

	May 16, 2001

	Authorized release of $18,500 Building Trust Funds-Planning to complete a Program Statement and Prepare a Design Report for the Swine/Dairy Improvements project.

	
	

	June 19, 2002
	Granted conceptual approval to accept a gift of a New Swine Center Site and Facility, to be constructed by the UW-Platteville Foundation, and authority to use the $1,725,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing enumerated for the Swine/Dairy Center Improvements project, to fund a revised Dairy Center Replacement Project

	
	

	February 27, 2004
	Approved release of an additional $24,500 Building Trust Funds-Planning to prepare preliminary plans and a design report for the Dairy Center Replacement Project (Project # 00I3Q) at an estimated $1,725,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing.
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