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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission

April 2004

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority:  
      a)  for the USDA to demolish an existing dairy barn, milk house, and eight silos at the south site and construct and own a new laboratory/office building to house the Institute for Environmentally Integrated Dairy Management (IEIDM) which is a federal, state, and university partnership, and
      b)  for the USDA to construct and own the balance of the heifer research facilities at the north site.

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  The USDA will construct new facilities at the north and south elements of the Marshfield Agricultural Research Station (ARS) totaling approximately $15 million in value, and provide an annual operating budget of about

$4.5 million to support USDA and UW-Madison scientists.  All facilities will be jointly managed and used by the USDA and the UW-Madison, as defined in a memorandum of understanding.  The USDA will be responsible for janitorial and maintenance services in the USDA owned facilities, including the care of adjacent grounds and parking areas.


ARS north site - The USDA will construct up to eight new buildings subject to favorable bidding and a parking lot at the north site to house heifer raising research facilities which include barns, a milking parlor, feeding and animal health care facilities, and all supporting infrastructure elements.  The new USDA facilities will complement the four recently completed $1.8 million integrated dairy facilities constructed on the site by the university and funded through a 50/50 split of GPR and gifts/grants.  All facilities are consistent with the master plan for the ARS which was completed in 2000.

ARS south site - The USDA will demolish an existing dairy barn and milk house valued at $446,537 and 8 silos valued at $154,282 to provide a site for new construction.  All buildings have outlived their useful lives, are in relatively poor condition, and do not meet current or future needs.  The USDA will then construct at its expense, a new 22,650 GSF laboratory and administrative facility valued at approximately $7.8 million.  The USDA has completed an Environmental Assessment of the facilities to be demolished, including a plan for the remediation of asbestos containing materials, lead based paints, and minor amounts of PCB's and mercury in electrical fixtures.  The UW-Madison Hazardous Substance Officer will monitor the USDA abatement proceeding at the site prior to demolition.
4.
Justification:  The Marshfield Agriculture Research Station (ARS) is located geographically in the center of the state serving the largest dairy population in the four counties surrounding the Station.  The university has worked in many cooperative research projects with the Federal Government through the USDA.  The cooperative projects provide a cost savings to both parties by shared use of facilities, staff, equipment and research.  The USDA will develop an Institute for Environmentally Integrated Dairy Management (IEIDM) as UW-Madison develops the Integrated Dairy Facility to achieve mutually beneficial research objectives at the Marshfield ARS.  This work will be done under a land lease with the Board of Regents.

The goal for the Marshfield Integrated Dairy site is to create a unique facility for studying dairy cattle replacement growth strategies.  While the primary purpose will be young stock research, cattle from the Arlington facility will be made available for forage or other research unique to the Marshfield area.  A limited milking herd will also be maintained to obtain production data on first lactation cows following animal growth trials.  This facility will mirror the new and changing face of the Wisconsin dairy industry.  It will be a one-of-a-kind facility, with an emphasis on the biology associated with dairy replacement heifers.  It is well positioned to become a premier leader in dairy replacement heifer research and will be the outreach program dedicated to the emerging custom heifer raising businesses of the state.

The College of Agricultural and Life Sciences is committed to its research and demonstration projects which involve dairy cattle management and feeding, alfalfa breeding and disease resistance, and corn for grain and silage research.  This station also hosts the State Soils and Forage Analysis Laboratory, where soils, manure, feed, and forage are analyzed as a service to Wisconsin farmers.  Research at this station directly benefits local farms as well as the state and national dairy industries.

5. Previous Action:

March 19, 2003
Recommended enumeration for construction of an Integrated Dairy Program Facilities project in the 2001-03 Capital Budget at an estimated total project cost of 8,268,000 ($4,834,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing and $3,434,000 Gifts/Grants).


December 19, 2001
Approved the design report and authorized construction of the Marshfield Integrated Dairy-Phase 1 project at an estimated total project cost of $1,800,000 ($900,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing and $900,000 Gifts/Grants).
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