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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request For

State Building Commission Action

September 2003

Project 99J3S

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

2. Request:  Requests authority to construct the Upham Hall Renovation and Addition Phase II project at an estimated total project cost of $16,743,000 of General Fund Supported Borrowing (S605).

3.
Description and Scope of Work:  The Phase I project now under construction will provide a 29,100 GSF east addition to Upham Hall.  The Phase II project will construct a 4,900 GSF west addition and remodel the existing 116,152 GSF facility.  The remodeling and additional space will address space deficiencies and changing program needs for the science programs.  Remodeling will: upgrade laboratories, add and/or replace fixed equipment, address health and safety code issues, replace or upgrade mechanical systems, improve access for disabled students, upgrade classrooms and provide computer projection capabilities and other modern learning technology, and create research laboratories for the sciences with adequate space for collaborative work with students.

4.
Justification of the Request: Upham Hall was built in 1963, and although it has been well maintained, it is in need of renewal.  Functionally, the building is obsolete because the programs and methods of teaching and learning have changed substantially in the past forty years.  Undergraduate student study assignments increasingly include individual and group projects designed to teach research techniques of investigation and learning.  Faculty, who are active teachers and scholars, must study, teach, and conduct research to stay current in their fields.  The teacher/scholar model of learning also encourages undergraduate students to participate with faculty in their study and research.  The spaces in Upham Hall do not support the teacher/scholar learning model in either quality or quantity.

The project was approved for planning in 1999-2001.  The intent was to construct additional space and remodel the existing space as a single phase project.  However, the State Building Commission’s 2001-03 Capital Budget recommendations only provided enumeration for construction of Phase I at $10,100,000.

The number of sciences and geography majors continues to increase, the enrollment in service courses for non-majors continues to increase, and the addition of a new science core curriculum course brings even more students into science courses.  Enrollment in the fall semester of 2000, included 686 students with science majors or minors.  Enrollment in the sciences increased to 701 in the fall semester of 2001.  Additional space is needed to facilitate modern learning.  Teaching spaces must be upgraded to incorporate new learning technology and to address health, safety, and maintenance issues.  As the job market faced by graduating students becomes increasingly competitive, students with hands-on experience in research techniques and instrumentation are in higher demand.  Undergraduates must be given opportunities to conduct semi-independent study and research projects so they are better positioned for employment.  Unfortunately, the spaces in Upham Hall do not support modern learning. 

All faculty must do research to stay current in their fields and to be active teachers/scholars.  Faculty are forced to conduct their study and research in lab preparation areas, storerooms, and at the back of teaching labs when they are not in use.  There is no space for faculty/student collaborative work, or for student independent study.  Upham Hall is configured for the traditional, regularly scheduled science of the past, and hence does not support the learning pedagogy of today and tomorrow.  New types of instrumentation, not yet invented when Upham Hall was constructed, must be integrated into the learning process.  The new instrumentation, coupled with the teacher/scholar model of learning, generates a need for more science space.

An expanded and remodeled Upham Hall will provide modern research space and updated laboratory and classroom space.  Faculty research labs will be located adjacent to their offices to promote close interaction with their students as they work on various projects.  Laboratory benches and fume hoods will be arranged in a modular fashion to allow efficient workflow patterns and to permit easy reconfiguration as academic programs evolve.  Classroom space will be constructed and equipped with instructional technology to support modern teaching methods.  Student study areas will be included to provide space for individual or group study.

UW-Whitewater has a special mission within the University System to serve disabled students, yet Upham Hall is not in full compliance with this objective.  Upham Hall has no fume hoods and only a few workstations that are accessible to the disabled.  This project would help the university to achieve its mission to provide equal opportunities for students with disabilities.

5.
Budget and Schedule:
	
	%
	Cost

	Construction
	
	$13,646,000 

	A/E Fees
	1.74
	238,000   

	DSF Mgmt Fee
	3.82
	558,000

	Contingency
	7.05
	962,000   

	Percent for Art
	0.32
	44,000 

	Movable Equipment
	0.99
	135,000 

	Special Equipment
	8.28
	1,130,000

	Allowances
	0.22
	        30,000

	Total Project Cost
	
	$16,743,000 


	Schedule
	Date

	Program Approval
	Jan. 2000

	A/E Selection
	Jan. 2000

	Design Report Completed
	Sept. 2001

	Bid Date (Const)
	Feb. 2004

	Start of Construction
	April 2004

	Substantial Completion
	Oct. 2005

	Final Completion
	Jan. 2006



ASF/ GSF:  78,114/118,982
Efficiency:  65.7%


Construction Cost per GSF
$114.69/GSF


Project Cost per GSF

$140.83/GSF

6. Previous Action: 

March 17, 1999
As part of the 1999-01 Capital Budget, the State Building Commission recommended planning for the entire Upham Hall Addition and Remodeling project, and construction of Phase I in the 2001-03 Capital Budget.

January 19, 2000
Approved release of $416,800 of Building Trust Funds – Planning to prepare preliminary plans and a design report for the Upham Science Addition and Remodeling project.  

March 21, 2001
As part of the 2001-03 Capital Budget, the State Building Commission recommended enumeration of an Upham Hall Addition – Phase I project at a project budget of $10,100,000 of General Fund Supported Borrowing, and planning of the entire project.  

September 19, 2001
Approved the Design Report for the Upham Hall Renovation and Addition project and authority to construct Phase I at an estimated project cost of $10,100,000 of General Fund Supported Borrowing.

March 19, 2003
As part of the 2003-05, Capital Budget, the State Building 


Commission recommended enumeration of an Upham Hall Addition – Phase II project at a project budget of $16,743,000 of General Fund Supported Borrowing.
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