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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

May 2003

Project 03D1Q
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

2.
Request:  Requests authority to initiate planning and design of the College of Business and Economics Building using $400,000 of Gift Funds.  The new facility is expected to cost approximately $32 million.  Design is needed to develop cost estimates and facilitate fundraising to minimize a future requirement for state funds.

3.
Project Description and Scope:  As envisioned, the new facility will provide a state‑of‑he‑art multi-story 181,300 GSF building to house the instructional, academic support and community service programs for the College of Business and Economics (Accounting, Business Education/Office Systems, Economics, Finance, Management, Marketing, Small Business Development Center, Wisconsin Innovation Service Center, Minority Business and Teacher Preparation Program, Global Business Resource Center, Center for Entrepreneurship and Center for Economic Education), Department of Leadership, Military Science and Aerospace studies, and twelve general assignment classrooms.  Gift funding will supplement state funding to provide special enhancements to meet the special needs of modern business education.

4.
Justification of the Request:  This project was included in the University of Wisconsin System’s 2003-05 Capital Budget request for Planning.  The State Building Commission did not act on projects requesting planning as part of the Capital Budget, but indicated that planning requests could be considered at future Building Commission meetings.  Planning approval is critical to the institution’s development efforts in raising gift funds.  It is expected that a request for enumeration of this project to secure state funding will be submitted as part of the University’s 2005-07 Capital Budget.  A detailed justification for the project was provided in the 2003-05 Capital Budget materials.  A brief summary follows:

The UW-Whitewater College of Business and Economics is nationally recognized and enrolls over 4,000 students.  The College is currently housed in Carlson Hall.  Construction of a new facility will provide state-of-the-art facilities to meet the needs of this program in the 21st century, accommodate growth projected in the enrollment management plan (EM21), and free Carlson Hall to address other major campus space needs.  Because the business program has a strong base of support from the business community and its graduates, the project will include a substantial private funding component. 

Construction of a new Business and Economics building addresses three major building space issues.  The College of Letters and Science is scattered through seven different buildings.  In addition to departments being fragmented, the faculty is housed in buildings separate from where they conduct their teaching and research.  Construction of the new building for business releases Carlson Hall to provide a location to consolidate all the non-science College of Letter and Science programs and departments into one building.

A second major building space issue is the quality and condition of three old converted residence halls; Baker, Salisbury and McCutchan Halls.  These three buildings need major infrastructure renewal and remodeling to meet the needs of the programs housed in them.  An assessment by UW System Administration and the Division of Facilities Development unanimously concluded that the required investment to correct the building deficiencies and to remodel to meet program needs is not justified.  The construction of the new business building and the relocation of the Letters and Science programs into Carlson Hall along with other related shifts will vacate the three buildings so they can be razed, removing 107,500 GSF of building space.  All of the programs in the three buildings will benefit from improved quality of space and the cost of major repairs and updating will be avoided. 

The third space issue focuses on the College of Business and Economics program space and the inability of Carlson Hall to meet the needs of the College.  The changing method of delivery of instruction requires facilities supported by a variety of modern instructional technologies in spaces configured significantly different than those in Carlson Hall.  The business community’s expectations for state-of-the-art executive training, conferencing, and team problem solving require facilities not available in Carlson Hall.  Configuration and equipment needs, along with the program growth expected as part of the EM21 plan, cannot be accommodated in Carlson Hall.

5.
Budget:  A detailed budget summary will be available upon completion of program planning and design.   
6.
Previous Action:  A planning request was submitted for the 2001-03 Capital Budget for this project, but no action was taken.  A planning request was also submitted for the 2003-05 Capital Budget for the project, but no action was taken by the State Building Commission.
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