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WISCONSIN VETERINARY DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY
Request for

State Building Commission Action

March 2003

Project 02I2Y

1. Institution:  Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
2. Request:  Requests authority to construct a Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory Tissue Digester Building at an estimated total project budget of $330,000 ($229,700 of General Fund Supported Borrowing - Facility Repair and Renovation funds and $100,300 of Federal Funding.

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project will construct a freestanding building to house and service a mobile tissue digester being provided to the state by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The building will be located at 6101 Mineral Point Road in Madison, adjacent to the Charmany Farm. 

The digester will be used to dissolve potentially infected animal tissues in a vessel containing a caustic solution.  It will be installed on a modified semi-truck trailer and will be available for state use in dealing with the Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) emergency and will also be made available regionally for CWD and other animal disease emergencies.

The approximately 2,160 GSF garage will be constructed to store and clean the semi-truck trailer.  The structure would also include safety equipment and tanks necessary for servicing the digester.  Trench drains will be installed and connected to a liquid storage sump, not to the sanitary sewer.  To accommodate plumbing and cleaning needs, the building will be insulated and moderately heated with natural gas.

4.
Justification of the Request:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison and the WVDL have been selected to be one of only five Core Animal Diagnostic facilities under a new USDA Homeland Security project.  An alkaline hydrolysis tissue digester is an integral part of the state's ability to deal with the current CWD emergency and to be prepared for the possibility of an intentional or accidental introduction of a serious foreign animal disease (e.g. Foot and Mouth Disease)

The USDA has provided $1.0 million for the purchase of a tissue digester as part of a total $3.0 million homeland security award to the State of Wisconsin and WVDL.  In awarding the funding for the digester, the USDA, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and consumer Protection (DATCP) and WVDL agreed to locate the digester at the WVDL.  The digester has been ordered and is slated to be delivered to the WVDL no later than May 15, 2003.  

In September 2002, the State Building Commission approved two projects at the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.  The first project, approved at $465,000 of Federal Funds, will remodel the WVDL at Mineral Point Road in Madison to provide a wet lab to meet the needs of the USDA related to homeland security in this region.  The second project was approved to construct a garage for a mobile tissue digester at a total project cost of $210,000 of Federal Funds.  However, the federal funding for the garage project has been reduced, and the project has been on hold pending resolution of the funding issue.

Since approval of the project at the September meeting, the design and construction of the garage project has increased to $330,000.  The project budget now includes costs related to additional structure needs such as caustic holding tanks, a waste holding sump, exhaust capabilities to vent a trailer mounted boiler, as well as permit and survey fees, and consultant fees for an environmental impact assessment.  
In December 2002, a request was made to the Joint Committee on Finance to construct a building to house a mobile tissue digester for $300,000, using $229,700 GPR and $100,300 Federal Funding.  Joint Finance denied the request and recommended that the project be submitted to the State Building Commission.

5.
Budget:  

Construction
$257,000

Design Build Fees
32,000

EIS consultant
12,000

DFD Management
11,000

Project Contingency  
   18,000
Estimated Total Project Cost
$330,000

6. Previous Action:  


September 2002 
Approved authority to waive S. 16.855, under 13.48(19) for the following two projects: a) construction of a Laboratory Remodeling project at $465,000 Federal (USDA) Funds; and construction of a Garage for a Mobile Tissue Digester at an estimated total project cost of $210,000 of Federal (USDA) Funds; and allow funds to be moved between the two projects as necessary to complete the defined scope of the projects.   
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