THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for 

State Building Commission Action

March 2003

Project 03B1P
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to pay an estimated $300,000 municipal assessment from the city of Madison, Wisconsin for street and utility improvements on West Johnson Street using University operating funds designated for paying municipal assessments.  Section 66.60(4) Wis. Stats. requires Building Commission approval for the University to pay municipal assessments exceeding $50,000.
3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project will reconstruct approximately 15-blocks of public improvements on Campus Drive and West Johnson Street from the Wisconsin Southern railroad crossing at Engineering Mall on the west to State Street on the east.  Property owned by the Board of Regents is along the 9-blocks ending at Frances Street on the east.  Several private properties also lie along the right-of-way and will be paying their share of the assessments as part of the overall city of Madison project.


The project will remove and replace the existing curb and gutter, sidewalk, driveway aprons, road subsurface and driving surface.  The alignment of the new roadways will be approximately the same, though the profile of the new street will be adjusted to improve surface drainage, and new storm sewer drains will be installed and connected to an existing collection system.  New connection boxes, conduits and improved street lighting will be installed.


Landscape enhancements include new street trees, shrubs and decorative and concrete paving in the street terraces. These enhancements will match the recently improved West Dayton Street which was a prior assessible improvement project by the city of Madison.

4.
Justification of the Request:  This project directly benefits the University by providing upgraded and safe pedestrian and vehicular traffic facilities along a major arterial passage through the campus that serves downtown Madison.  This request is to comply with SS. 66.60(4), Wis. Stats., requiring Building Commission approval for the payment of  special municipal assessments exceeding $50,000.

5.
Budget:  $300,000 UW System Assessible Improvement Funds
6.
Previous Action:  None.
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