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State Building Commission Action

June 2003

Project 03E1W
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2.
Request:  Requests authority to pay an estimated $161,000 municipal assessment from the city of Platteville, Wisconsin for street and utility improvements on Southwest Road using University operating funds designed for paying municipal assessments.  Section 66.60(4) Wis. Stats. requires Building Commission approval for the University to pay municipal assessments exceeding $50,000.

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project will reconstruct a 1,600-foot urban section of Southwest Road between Longhorn Drive and the Rountree Branch Bridge passing through the south side of the UW-Platteville campus.  The university owns virtually all the property on both sides of the roadway to be reconstructed.  The project will widen the existing road from 24-feet to 37-feet, with 10-foot driving lanes.

The project will also provide new features not currently present, including 8-foot parking lanes on both sides of the road, curb and gutter, sidewalk on the south side of the road, storm sewers, street lighting, and innovative storm water management systems, collecting storm water before it flows into the University greenhouse and adjacent University land, and removing sediments prior to stormwater flowing into the Rountree Branch River.  The University’s assessment of $161,000 pays for a share of the $270,000 city of Platteville project.

4.
Justification of the Request:  This project benefits the university as a secondary approach to campus from US Highway 151.  Currently Southwest Road is a narrow, gravel shoulder rural road in poor condition.  The parking, sidewalks and lighting will serve as overflow parking for UW-Platteville student attending classes and events at the new greenhouse, as well as Ralph E. Davis Stadium, both along this section of Southwest Road.  Civil and Environmental Engineering students are participating with the city in designing the road and innovative stormwater management system.  This project will serve as a real-life model for future engineering classes at UW-Platteville.

5.
Budget:  $161,000 UW System Assessable Improvement Funds.
6.
Previous Action:
  None.
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