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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

July 2003

Project 02E4E
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Madison
2.
Request:  Requests authority to construct a Glass Lab/Sculpture Foundry Relocation Project at an estimated total cost of $971,000 ($953,000, General Fund Supported Borrowing - Facilities Maintenance and Repair and $18,000 Program Revenue Cash – Parking).
3. Description and Scope of Project:  This project will relocate the Art Department’s Glass Lab, currently located at 46 N. Randall Street (3,857 ASF) and the Sculpture Foundry from Quonset 15, 981 Observatory Drive (2,386 ASF) to existing space in the UW Warehouse at 630 W. Mifflin Street.  Work will remodel 9,661 GSF on the first floor and construct a 1,539 GSF mechanical equipment mezzanine, providing 11,200 GSF/8,776 ASF of program space.  


Work will involve construction of interior partitions to provide separation of work areas and a mezzanine for mechanical equipment.  The project will also install additional gas service, conduct minor plumbing, and provide ventilation, make-up air and exhaust systems to address the requirements of the relocated functions.  Upon completion of the remodeling project, the Glass Lab and Sculpture Foundry functions will be relocated to the remodeled space in the warehouse and the asbestos-containing building materials in the existing buildings will be abated prior to their demolition.  Program revenues from parking fees are included in this project to pay for demolition of the Glass Lab because the site will be subsequently developed to provide parking under a separate project.
4. Justification of the Request:  The existing facilities that house the two Art programs present numerous health and safety issues for students and staff in addition to space constraints.  The Glass Lab space located at 46 N. Randall Street has minimal ventilation, is poorly lit, and the heating system and furnace blower generate noise that makes ordinary conversation nearly impossible.  The space is so cramped that students are bumping into each other when they are trying to work on individual and class projects.  Additionally, there is limited assignable space in the facility, so the program is unable to offer graduate students any studio space.

Glass furnaces and re-heat chambers produce large amounts of heat, with internal temperatures of 2000 to 2300 degrees Fahrenheit.  The chambers need to be hooded with adequate exhaust provided.  Students are working with hot metals that are up to 300 degrees in temperature; heat-blowers of up to 110 degrees, metal grinders and welders, sand blasters, and hot wax.  Many of theses processes create airborne toxic chemical particulates such as fiberglass strands, silica sand and plaster dust which should be contained and exhausted to avoid major health hazards.  The existing facility does not have adequate exhaust systems to contain and exhaust these materials.

The Sculpture/Foundry Lab program does not have contiguous spaces for all of the required activities associated with the program.  The space located in the dilapidated Quonset hut at 981 Observatory Drive cannot house all of the required activities.  Thus, the basement of the old Education Building houses five graduate studio spaces, a faculty studio space, one faculty office and a small carpentry shop that supports the sculpture program.  


Although each program has its own identity and provides students with the opportunity to learn and explore the various and diverse mediums within the programs, it is advantageous for the Glass and Sculpture/Foundry Labs to be housed under one roof where artistic collaboration can take place and common resources, such as the wax room and classroom, can be shared.
5.
Budget:  

Construction
$777,000
Architect/Engineering fees
74,800
DFD Management fee
34,400
Plan Review
2,000

Hazardous Material Abatement
25,000

Testing and Balancing
1,500

Contingency
53,900
Percent for Arts
__2,400
Estimated Total Project Cost
$971,000
6.
Previous Action:


December 18, 2002
Authorized release of $35,000 Building Trust Funds - Planning to prepare preliminary plans for the Glass Lab/Foundry Relocation 
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