THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request For

State Building Commission Action

February 2003
Project 02K3K

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Superior

2.
Request:  Requests authority to acquire one improved .08 acre parcel (35' x 134') of land for a total acquisition cost of $61,075 Parking Program Revenue-Cash, including an estimated $5,575 of associated appraisal, closing and demolition costs, in accordance with the provision of Section 20.914(1) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The property value of $55,500 is the average of two appraisals of $52,000 and $59,000.  There are no relocation costs associated with this acquisition.
3. Description and Scope of Work:  This is the purchase of a parcel within the campus boundary on the northwest edge of campus at 1522 Clough Street in Superior.  It is adjacent to a university-owned parking lot and will eventually be used to expand the lot in accordance with the campus master plan.  The property includes an old owner-occupied wood frame house that will be demolished.  This is one of several properties along Clough Avenue that is needed for a student parking lot enhancement at the northwest edge of campus.  Purchase is contingent on a favorable environmental assessment which is currently in process.  Preliminary inspection indicates there will be some asbestos containing materials, but no significant environmental issues.
4.
Justification:  Purchase of the Clough Street property will facilitate the eventual reconfiguration of an existing parking lot away from the center of campus.  The 1999 Campus Master Plan focuses on developing a campus “center” and outdoor gathering space.  The "center" will be along the axis between the Old Main and Rothwell Student Center buildings.  The axis will be opened and enhanced with landscaping and architectural features to create a campus mall and student gathering space to strengthen the main area of pedestrian circulation.  Currently, a parking lot intrudes into this central area of the campus and limits the creation of the pedestrian-friendly central campus mall.  Acquisition of the requested parcel will help facilitate the withdrawal of the parking lot from the center of the campus to the perimeter.


The current annual parking rates at UW-Superior are $93 for faculty and staff and $86 for students.  Parking rates will not be impacted by this acquisition.

5.
Budget:  $61,075 Parking Program Revenue-Cash.
6.
Previous Action:  None.
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