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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2003
Project 00I3Q

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Requests release of an additional $24,500 of Building Trust Funds – Planning to prepare preliminary plans and a Design Report for the Dairy Center Replacement project.
3. Description and Scope:  The revised Dairy Center project will construct, on the same site, a new expanded and upgraded Milking Parlor/Holding Area and Free Stall Barn, in lieu of renovating the existing facilities.
The milking parlor is envisioned as a 4,800 GSF pre-engineered structure of insulated steel sides containing a double herringbone type milking center with elevated cow decks and double return lanes.  State of the art milking equipment will be installed to automatically identify cows in the parlor, measure milk quantities and other conditions, and transfer this information to a computer software program.  The new facility will also include a welcome area, classroom, head herdsman office, break room, rest rooms, and mechanical/utility rooms.  The holding area will be about 4,000 GSF to hold one group of seven cows, with automatic gates to assist in maintaining a constant flow of animals going through the parlor.  A separate area will be provided for cows requiring special handling.
The free stall Barn is envisioned as a 14,700 GSF steel sided structure sized for 100 cows that will be connected to the milking parlor/holding area.  The stalls will be 48 inches wide and 7.5 feet long.  The barn sidewalls will be provided with operable curtains and the roof will have an open ridge to provide required ventilation.  Electric motor driven ventilation fans will be installed to assure adequate air flow for the animals.
4. Justification of the Request:  As part of the 2001-03 Agriculture Initiative, $1,725,000 of state funding was enumerated to replace the existing Swine facilities and expand and update the Dairy Center at UW‑Platteville.  
A consultant was hired to develop a project scope and complete a Design Report for the Swine Center Replacement and Dairy Center Renovation project.  The consultant’s preliminary assessment relating to the conditions and inadequacies of the Dairy Center indicated that the cost to expand and improve the existing milking parlor and free-stall barn would far exceed the original cost estimate and would not result in an acceptable facility.  The consultant was then directed to prepare a study for development of new Dairy Center facilities at the Pioneer Prairie Farm.  
Subsequently, the UW - Platteville Foundation was provided conceptual approval to assume full responsibility for funding the design and construction of the Swine Center complex.  This will permit the use all $1,725,000 of enumerated funding to be used for the Dairy Center Replacement project.  Upon completion, the University will occupy the facility and assume responsibility for operation and maintenance of the Swine Center.  When the construction debt for the Swine Center is fully paid, the ownership of the Swine Center will be officially transferred to the University. 
5.
Budget:  The estimated project budget for the Dairy Center Replacement project is as follows:

Construction
$1,380,000

A/E Design & Other Fees
182,000
*

Surveys & Building Review
7,400

EIS

15,000

DFD Management
58,500

Contingency
     82,100

Total Budget
$1,725,000
*
$48,500 of BTF previously released for preliminary design of the Swine Center will be reimbursed by the UWP-Foundation.

6.
Previous Action: 


March 21, 2001

Recommended enumeration of the Wisconsin Agricultural Stewardship Initiative for several projects at both UW-Madison and UW-Platteville, at a program funding total of $7,504,200 ($3,234,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, $1,605,700 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing, $1,000,000 Stewardship Funds, $900,000 Gift Funds, and $765,000 Agency Funds).  That recommendation included $1,725,000 of General Fund Supported Borrowing for the UW-Platteville Swine Center/Dairy Improvements project. 

May 16, 2001

Authorized release of $18,500 Building Trust Funds-Planning to complete a Program Statement and prepare a Design Report for the Swine/Dairy Improvements project.


June 19, 2002

Granted conceptual approval to accept a gift of a New Swine Center Site and Facility, to be constructed by the UW-Platteville Foundation, and authority to use the $1,725,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing enumerated for the Swine/Dairy Center Improvements project, to fund a revised Dairy Center Replacement project. 

g:\cpb\capbud\borsbc\plv\0203DairyCtrPlg.doc







