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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action
February 2003

Project 02F2F
1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to construct a Botany Garden Expansion project at a total estimated cost of $385,000 Gift Funds.
3.
Description and Scope of the Project:  The University of Wisconsin Botany Gardens is located between Chamberlain Hall and Lathrop Hall, and is bounded by University Avenue and Lathrop Drive.  The site is approximately 1-¼ acres and slopes with 15 feet of fall southward toward University Avenue.

The plan for the Botany Garden Expansion calls for a universally accessible, hard-surface walkway to enter the site on the existing west sidewalk along Chamberlain Hall, moving pedestrians east toward a central plaza and back to Lathrop Drive on the northeast side of the gardens.  The walk will be six feet wide and no greater than five percent in slope in order to meet ADA requirements for walks without handrails.  A small pedestrian bridge will provide access over a water feature near the central plaza.  This water feature will include upper and lower pools, with a weir between the pools, located near the bridge for water aeration and aesthetic value.  On the northwest side of the upper pond, a gazebo will provide a covered seating area.  As the walk continues through the central plaza, an arbor will frame the entrance to the east gardens and a circular lawn area will be provided for class discussions and informal gathering.

In addition, a ten-foot wide walk will connect Lathrop Drive to the central plaza and University Avenue directly through the site.  Steps are proposed to accommodate the ten-foot change in grade.  The proposed steps and handrails are designed to be compatible with the existing pilasters and wrought iron fencing located along University Avenue.  The central plaza is intended for small outdoor events held by the Botany Department and other campus groups.  Paving within this area will consist of approximately 1,600 square feet of concrete masonry units engraved with names of donors to the Botany Department.

The Botany Gardens will contain research plant beds for the Department of Botany located in Birge Hall, north across Lathrop Drive.  The research plant beds are to be installed and maintained by the Botany Department.  Each of the research beds will be planted with plants from a separate taxonomic family.  The University and Botany Department will also be in charge of the installation of all plant material in the permanent beds surrounding the research beds.  The project includes funds for the purchase of these permanent landscape plantings but not for the research plantings which are grown by the Botany Department on an as needed basis.  
Additional site amenities shown in the plans that are not included in this construction budget submittal are the entrance pilasters and steps at the south entrance (University Avenue).  These amenities will be added after the appropriate funds are raised by the Botany Department to cover the cost of their construction.

4. Justification of the Request:  The existing University of Wisconsin Botany Garden is located behind Birge Hall along University Avenue.  In this one-half acre are represented 386 different species from 68 different families of flowering plants

The site of the University of Wisconsin Botany Garden was originally occupied by tennis courts.  In 1959, a committee of Botany professors proposed the creation of a Botanical Garden to replace these tennis courts.  The plan was approved by President Elvehjem and planting started in 1961.  Plant materials were initially acquired through the generosity of the Vilas House Estate and local garden club members, as well as through collecting and purchase from commercial providers.  Over the years, the garden has been expanded in scope to better provide for the needs of the Botany Department.  Today most of the living materials used to renew the garden each spring are grown in the department's 8,000 square feet of greenhouse space.

The Department of Botany and other university departments (Biology, Entomology, Horticulture, Landscape Architecture, Plant Pathology, Art and Dance) make extensive use of the Garden.  The Botany Garden is a working laboratory, enabling faculty and students to undertake a variety of research and teaching projects in plant morphology, physiology, ecology, taxonomy, and other related areas.  The Garden also serves as a stop for K-12 school children touring campus. Within the increasingly urban campus environment, the Botany Garden has become an oasis of greenery.
In 2001, the University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of Landscape Architecture conducted a “Design in Excellence” competition for the improved and expanded Botany Gardens.  As part of the competition, components of the plan and a preferred concept were selected by a jury.  The intent of this project is to create a cohesive design based on the identified concept that addresses both teaching and research needs of the Botany program as well as visitor needs.  The programming component of the gardens includes the research beds, hard-surface walkways, central plaza, water feature, gazebo, and arbor.  The project schedule calls for construction to begin in May 2003, with completion in August 2003.  The College of Letters and Sciences has the gift funds in hand to complete this project.

5.
Project Budget:  

Construction
$325,000

Contingency
17,350

A/E Fees 
28,000

DFD Management Fee
13,690

Percent for Art
        960

Total Project Cost
$385,000

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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